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POST-INDEPENDENCE POLITICAL HISTORY OF INDIA

POST-INDEPENDENCE POLITICAL TIMELINE
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that India adopted its Constitution (1950), began major development projects and established institutions of
higher learning.

Emergence of Opposition Parties (1947-1964): Despite Congress dominance, opposition parties such as
the Communist Party of India, Bharatiya Jana Sangh (the precursor to the BJP), and others started asserting
their presence.

Transition from Nehruvian Era: After Nehru's death in 1964, Lal Bahadur Shastri briefly held office.
However, after his sudden death in 1966, Nehru's daughter, Indira Gandhi, assumed power. Her assertive
leadership style and populist measures marked a distinct shift from the Nehruvian era.

Resurgence of Congress (1969-1973): Indira Gandhi's tenure was marked by centralization of power and
populist policies like bank nationalization and abolition of privy purses.

The Emergency (1975-1977): A defining period in India's political history, the Emergency declared by
Indira Gandhi saw the suspension of democratic processes. It was followed by the formation of the first non-
Congress government at the Centre led by the Janata Party.

The Rajiv Gandhi Era: Following Indira Gandhi's assassination, her son Rajiv Gandhi ascended to the Prime
ministerial position, marking a new phase in India's political history.

Political Changes in the 1990s and the New Millennium: This period was characterized by the rise of
coalition politics and regional parties at the national level, culminating in the formation of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government in 1999, 2014, and 2019.

FIRST ELECTIONSIN INDEPENDENT INDIA

Following the finalization of the Constitution, the Election Commission of India was established in January 1950, with

Sukumar Sen as its first Chief Election Commissioner.
The commission faced numerous challenges in its quest to conduct the first elections:

Delimitation of Constituencies: Given India's geographical size, determining electoral boundaries wasa colossal
task.

Preparing the Electoral Rolls: The process was riddled with issues; for instance, names of nearly four million
women wentunrecorded, appearing merely as the wife or daughter of a particular individual.

Scale of Elections: These were the first-ever elections of such a magnitude, with 170 million eligible voters set to
elect489 Members of Parliamentand 3200 MLAs.

Illiteracy: With only 15% of voters beingliterate, the ECI had to devise unique voting methods.

Universal Adult Franchise: India opted for Universal Adult Franchise, granting voting rights to all adults,a move
not yet adopted by several European countries at the time.



Representation of the People Act, 1950: In April 1950, Representation of the People Act was passed in Parliament
which provides for the qualifications of voters, preparation of electoral rolls, delimitation of constituencies,
allocation of seats in the Parliament and state legislatures, disqualification of seats under corrupt practices and so
on.

OUTCOME OF THE ELECTORAL EXERCISE:

Large Voter Turnout: An impressive 46.6% of eligible voters turned out to cast their votes, proving the deep-
rooted engagement of Indian citizens in the democratic process.

Competitive Elections: Each seat witnessed competition from an average of four candidates. This
demonstrated the competitive nature of the Indian political landscape right from the inception of its
democracy.

Acceptance of Results: The election results were widely accepted as fair, even by those who did not win. This
acceptance underlined the strength of India's electoral process and the legitimacy of its democratic institu tions.

ISSUES WITNESSED DURING THIS PERIOD
DEBATE REGARDING PARTY LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNMENT

The Congress party's leadership post-independence sparked a debate over the relationship between the party's
leader and the government.

While one faction led by ].B. Kriplani proposed a direct role in policy-making for the party president, another faction,
led by Jawahar Lal Nehru and Sardar Patel, advocated for government accountability to the legislature and not the
party.

This dispute was resolved in favor of Nehru when Purushottamdas Tandon, a proponent of party supremacy,
resigned from the Congress presidency, paving the way for Nehru's presidency.

NEHRU-PATEL DIFFERENCES

Points of

Nehru
Contradiction

Patel

Economic Policy

Nehru envisioned a socialist India, following
the Soviet model of Planning Commission and
Five-Year Plans, thereby limiting the scope of
the private sector.

Patel, on the other hand, saw the creation of
wealth as a crucial factor in promoting societal
prosperity.

Foreign Policy

Opposed recognizing Israel.

Regarded China as a friend, overlooking
potential security threats.

Accepted Chinese occupation of Tibet as a
foregone conclusion.

Decided to take the Kashmir issue to the UN.

Questioned the delay in recognizing Israel.
Warned that despite India's friendship, China
mightnot reciprocate the sentiment.

Was deeply distressed over India's inability to
defend Tibetans' rights.

Disagreed with the decision to take the

Kashmir issue tothe UN.
Views on Civil | Nehru was critical of the Indian Civil Service, | Patel saw the all-India bureaucratic service as
Services stating it was neither Indian, nor civil, nor a | integral to uniting the newly independent

service.

nation. He is often referred to as the 'Patron
saint' of India's civil servants for his vision.
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Approach
Integration
Princely States

Nehru generally favored a gentle and
persuasive approach in dealing with the
princely states.

Patel, as the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Home Affairs, was instrumental in
the integration of over 500 princely states into
the Indian Union. He adopted a stern and
determined approach, which earned him the
title of 'Iron Man of India’'.

Vision of Modern
India

Nehru envisaged India as a secular,
scientific, and socialist republic. His
policies aimed at promoting science and

technology and secular values.

Patel visualized India as a cooperative
federation with a strong central authority. He
stressed on the need for unity and integrity
among the diverse linguistic and regional

groups.

Despite these differences, Nehru and Patel maintained mutual respect and cooperation, recognizing their unity as a
necessity for the nation, particularly after Gandhi's death.

THE ERA OF ONE-PARTY RULE IN INDIA (1947-1964)

INTRODUCTION
Unique among its post-colonial counterparts, India steadfastly maintained its commitment to democracy post-
independence. Despite the Congress party's dominance, India fostered a competitive multi-party system underpinned
by robust parliamentary institutions.

CONGRESS DOMINANCE IN THE EARLY GENERAL ELECTIONS

First General Elections:

o Theinaugural general electionsin 1952 solidified Congress' position as the nation'sleading political party.
The party secured 364 out of the 489 Lok Sabha seats, dwarfing the Communist Party of India, which won only

16 seats.

o Except for Travancore-Cochin, Madras, and Orissa, the Congress triumphed in all state elections, thereby
establishingitsrule at both state and national levels.

Second and Third General Elections:
o The 1957 and 1962 elections saw the Congress party maintain its stronghold, clinching three-quarters of Lok

Sabha seats.

Noopposition party managed to win even a tenth of the seats won by the Congress.
o Atthestatelevel, Congress encountered sporadic challenges, the most notable being the Com munist Party of
India-led coalition governmentin Kerala - the first democratically-elected communist government.
FACTORS BEHIND CONGRESS SUCCESS
The success of the Congress party can be attributed to several factors:
Legacy of the National Movement:
o The Indian National Congress (INC) led the struggle for India's

independence.

o The party's leadership under figures like Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam

Azad, and others had ingrained in the minds of people a sense of

trustand hope.

o Consequently, the INC was seen as a party synonymous with the
freedom movement, hence contributing to its popularity post-

independence.

Organizational Strength:
o ThelINChad a robuststructure that extended from the national to thelocal levels.
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o Its organizational strength was unparalleled, with state Congress committees and district Congress committees
functioning effectively across India.

o This well-established network allowed the party to reach out to citizens at the grassroots, further enhancing its
appeal.

Stability and Continuity:

o The Congress party provided stability and continuity in governance, ensuring a smooth transition from colonial

rule to independent nationhood.
o Its ability to adapt to changing circumstances, accommodate diverse interests, and maintain political consensus

contributed to its enduring success.

Weak Opposition:

o Inthe immediate aftermath of independence, the opposition parties like the Socialist Party, Kisan Mazdoor Praja
Party, and the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Jana Sangh were relatively weaker.

o These parties often lacked a pan-Indian appeal and were unable to present a strong, united front against the
Congress, which contributed to the latter's initial success.

o For instance, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh was primarily a North India-centric party with a Hindu nationalist
ideology, while the Socialist Party and Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party were often riddled with internal ideological
differences and leadership issues.

o As a result, these parties were unable to mount a formidable challenge to the Congress in the initial years
following independence.

Inclusivity:

The INC prided itselfon being a "big tent" party, accommodating various ideologies, ethnicities, and interests.

o It provided representation to a variety of societal sections, including Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians,
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, other backward classes, women and more.

o Its policy of inclusivity is reflected in its leadership and political appointments, which have often showcased
diversity.

CONGRESS ASAN UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION

Shift from Elitism to Diversity: Initially, the Congress party was dominated by urban, upper-caste, and upper-
middle-classindividuals. Over time, it morphed intoa diverse coalition, representing a broad spectrum ofthe Indian
populace, including industrialists, peasants, urban dwellers, villagers, owners, and workers.

Post-Independence Evolution: Following India'sindependence, the Congress party transformed intoa microcosm
of the country's vast diversity, reflecting various societal and demographic elements.

Consensual Leadership Approach: The party leadership ensured the preservation of its wide consensual
character, fostering an environment that welcomed differing ideological standpoints, from revolutionaries and
pacifists to conservatives, radicals, extremists, and moderates.

Accommodation of Socialists: Even after the amendment prohibiting membership of individuals affiliated with
other political parties or groups, several socialists chose to remain aligned with Congress, signifying the party's
broad appeal.

Platform for Reconciliation and Accommodation: The Congress party evolved into a space that facilitated
reconciliation, accommodation, and adjustment of diverse class, sectional, and regional interests. It operated as a
unifying entity, allowing for the harmonious co-existence of varying interests and viewpoints.

Tolerance and Sensitivity: The party demonstrated exceptional tolerance towards differing viewpoints and
maintained a sensitivity towards various interests. This approach further cemented its position as an inclusive
political organization.

Philosophical Foundations: Gandhian Philosophy and Maulana Azad's Contributions

Gandhian Philosophy
o Gandhi'snon-violent philosophy was a key pillar of the Congress Party's moral strength.




o His focus on truth (Satyagraha), non-violence (Ahimsa), Swaraj (self-rule), simplicity, and environmental
sustainability became fundamental to the party's ideological orientation.
o Moreover, hisfight for social justice and equality, as well as emphasis on education for all, deeply influenced
the Congress party's political agenda and public outreach, enhancingits appeal among the masses.
Contributions of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
Maulana Azad was a stalwart of the Congress Party, and his contributions were pivotal to its success:
¢ Contribution to Pre-Independent India:
o Freedom struggle: Maulana Azad was an active freedom fighter, advocating non-violence and Hindu-Muslim
unity. He served as INC presidentin 1923 and 1940-1946.
o Opposition to the Two-Nation Theory: Azad opposed Jinnah's Two-Nation Theory and promoted a united,
harmonious India for all religions and cultures.
o Journalism and literary works: As a journalist and writer, Azad founded the Urdu newspaper Al-Hilal and
authored "India Wins Freedom," contributing to Indian nationalism and sharing his vision for a united India.
¢ Contribution to Post-Independent India:
o Minister of Education: Maulana Azad established India's modern education system, promoting research,
creating institutions like IITs and UGC, and enhancing education access for all.
o Promotion of Culture and heritage: Azad set up institutionslike Sahitya Akademi, Lalit Kala Akademi, and
Sangeet Natak Akademi to preserve and promote India's cultural heritage.
o National integration: Committed tounity and harmony, Azad emphasized secularism and inclusive education,
contributing to nation-buildingin early independent India.

THE DECLINE OF THE CONGRESS PARTY

Even the most formidable ruling parties can experience a decline, but in the case of the Congress party, the deterioration
crossed tolerable limits. Several reasons contributed to this downfall:

o LossofIdeals: As early as 1948, Nehru observed a
progressive collapse in the party's moral fibre and
idealistic structure. The party began to lose its
founding principles.

¢ Failure to Cultivate New Leaders: Idealist youths
started to join opposition parties, indicating the
Congress party's failure to nurture a new

/[FacTors responsible for Decline of Congress;\

—Collapse of moral fiber & idealisTic sTructure
—Emergency of FacTionalism

—Loss of ldeology

—Failed reformation altempTs

—Power Craving

— Failed To afTracT youTh leaders

generation of leaders. —Infernal Weakness
¢ Emergence of Factionalism: Factional disputes -

and intrigues led to non-democratic functioning at lower levels of the organization. This infighting detracted from
the party's goals and impacted its effectiveness.
o Failed Reformation Attempts: The Kamaraj Plan, devised by Nehru and Madras CM K Kamaraj in 1963, sought to

J

rejuvenate the party by having several Union ministers and state CMs resign to take up organizational work.
However, the plan backfired, further boosting the influence of state party bosses in central politics.

o Electoral Losses: The weakening of the party was underscored by the loss of three strongholds in the Lok Sabha
by-electionsin 1963.

¢ Neglect of Ideology: The party lost touch with the masses and failed to appeal to the intelligentsia and the youth,
as it began to sideline its core ideology. This led to the Congress losing its grasp on both intellectual and popular
support.

¢ Craving for Power: Many Congressmen started prioritizing official positions and patronage over party work. This
shift in focus undermined the party's overall functioning.

The early post-independence era saw Congress transforming into an all-embracing entity, not only inheriting the
legacy of the national movement but also embodying the democratic ideals of India's political leadership.



KEYWORDS: Factionalism, Two nation theory, Civil Disobedience Movement, consensual leadership, Quit India
Movement, Hindu Mahasabha, competitive elections, Universal Adult Franchise, Patron saint, [ron Man of India, “Big
tent" party, The Kamaraj Plan, The Communist Party of India

THE OPPOSITION PARTIES (1947-1964)

THE SOCIALIST PARTY
Established within the Congressin 1934 by youngleaders seeking a more radical and egalitarian Congress, the Socialist
Party had notable leaders like Jay Prakash Narayan, Achyut Patwardhan, Acharya Narendra Dev, and Asoka Mehta.

Breakaway fromthe Congress:

Ideological Differences: The Socialists believed their ideology of democratic socialism set them apart from both
the Congress and the Communists.

Dual Party Membership Issue: In 1948, the Congress amended its Constitution to prohibit its members from
having dual-party membership, forcing the Socialists to choose.

Distrust of the Congress: The Socialists felt that the Congress was disproportionately favouring capitalists and
landlords while neglecting peasants and workers. They saw no reason to stay united with non-socialists post-
independence.

Organizational Discrimination: Being a minority within the Congress, the Socialists faced resistance and
discrimination at the party'slocal level.

Overconfidence: The Socialists were overly optimistic about their party's popularity, which didn't translate into
electoral success.

Decline of the Socialist Party:

Failure to Differentiate: It was difficult for the Socialists todistinguish themselves from the Congress, particularly
after the latter declared its goal to be a socialist pattern of society in 1955.

Ideological Disagreements: The Socialists were divided on whether to cooperate with or distance themselves from
the Congress.

Factional Quarrels and Splits: The party was plagued by ideological and factional disagreements, leading to
multiple splits and reunions.

Poor Electoral Performance: The Socialist optimism was shattered when they won only 12 seats with 10.6% of
the votes inthe 1951-52 Lok Sabha elections.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY
The Communist Party of India (CPI) was part of the Congress since 1936, but it separated in 1945.

Changing Position of the CPI:

Initial Support for Congress: Initially, the CPI advised all progressive forces to rally around the Congress against
pro-imperialist forces.

Criticism of Congress: Later, under Soviet guidance, the CPI declared India'sindependence as fake and accused the
government of ruling in a fascist manner.

Call for Armed Uprising: In 1948, amidst worsening economic situations, the CPI called for an immediate armed
uprising, indulging in several acts of terrorism.

Future Overthrow Agenda: By the end of 1951, the CPI decided to focus on upcoming general elections, with an
implied future agenda of overthrowing the state.

Acceptance of Independent Foreign Policy: At its Madurai Congress in 1953, the CPI acknowledged that the
government was following an independent foreign policy, though it maintained that its internal policy was not
independent.

Recognition of Independence: Atits Palghat Congress in 1956, itaccepted that India won independence in 1947,
but criticized the government's capitalist policies.



e Advocacy for Peaceful and Parliamentary Means: At its Amritsar Congress in 1958, it declared that it was
possible to advance to socialism through peaceful and parliamentary means.

¢ Policy of Struggle and Unity: At its Vijaywada Congress in 1961, the party decided to follow a policy of struggle
and unity towards the Congress, expectingit to split along progressive-reactionary lines.

Promising Performance at General Elections:

e Largest Opposition Party: The CPI, along with its front organization, the People’s Democratic Frontin Hyderabad,
won 23 out of the 61 contested Lok Sabha seats, emerging as the largest opposition party.

¢ Forming Government: The CPI won a majority in Kerala and formed the world's first democratically elected
Communist government.

o Strong Political Force: By the 1962 Lok Sabha elections, the CPI had emerged as a strong political force in Kerala,
West Bengal, and Andhra.

Split in the CPI:

¢ Birth ofthe CPM: Owingto controversies, conflicts, and differences on issues like Russia-Chinarelations, the CPI
splitinto two in 1964, the CPI and the Communist Party (Marxist) or CPM.

¢ Differing Ideologies: The CPI aimed for a peaceful anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolution, while the CPM
advocated for agrarian revolution and armed struggle under the leadership of the working class and its party.

Failures of the CPI:

e Misreading of Social Development: The CPI struggled tounderstand the complex Indian social development and
the changing mood of the Indian people.

¢ Centralized Structure: The CPI's centralized, bureaucratic, and secret party structure was ill-suited for a
democraticand open society, hampering its popularity and success.

THE BHARATIYA JAN SANGH

Formedin 1951 with Shyama Prasad Mukherjee as its founder president, the genesis of the BharatiyaJan Sangh is

traced back to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and the Hindu Mahasabha.

Unique Ideologies and Programs:

¢ One Culture, One Nation: It emphasized the idea of a singular culture and nation, advocating for modernity,
progress, and strength grounded in Indian culture and traditions.

¢ Akhanda Bharat: The party advocated for the reunion of India and Pakistan intoan undivided India.

¢ Hindi as Official Language: They championed the replacement of English with Hindi as the official language of
India.

e Opposition to Minority Appeasement: The party opposed concessions to religious and cultural minorities,
accusing the Congress of pandering to Muslims.

¢ Nuclear Advocacy: Post-China's nuclear tests in 1964, the party pushed for India's development of nuclear
weapons.

Electoral Performance:

¢ Initial Disappointments: Inthe Lok Sabha electionsof 1952 and 1957, the party secured only three and four seats
respectively.

¢ Progression: By 1967, itexperienced a breakthrough, winning 35 seats in the Lok Sabha.

o Regional Setbacks: Afterthe demise of Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, the party lostits political hold in West Bengal.

The Bharatiya Jana Sangh, was succeeded by the Bharatiya Janata Partyin 1980’s.

THE SWATANTRA PARTY

Formed in August 1959, the Swatantra Party rose in response to the Nagpur resolution of the Congress. It was led by

veteran Congressmen like C Rajagopalachari, KM Munshi, and Minoo Masani.



India's First Secular Conservative Party:

¢ Free Market Economics: The party opposed the state'sactive role in economic development, favoring a reduced
publicsector and minimal central planning.

o Resistance to Land Reforms and Nationalization: They rejected nationalization of private enterprises and further
extensions of land reforms.

o Foreign Policy: In contrast to the Congress's policy of non-alignment, the party favored closer ties with the US and
Western Europe.

Reasons for Failure:

¢ Lack of Political Space: At the time, Indian politics offered limited room for conservative parties as politics were
progressively radicalizing.

¢ Diverse Right-Wing Interests: Right-wing classinterests were varied and fragmented.

o Congress's Moderation: The Congress maintained a moderate approach to property class interests, diminishing
potential support for the Swatantra Party.

¢ Limited Social Base: The party's social base was narrow, primarily consisting of industrialists, businessmen,
princes, jagirdars, and ex-landlords turned capitalist farmers.

CONCLUSION

Despite these setbacks, the opposition parties were instrumental in shaping India's political landscape and democracy.

Their existence and evolution underscore the vibrancy and dynamism of India's political system.

KEYWORDS: Democratic socialism, Political space, Dual-party membership, Free market economy, Socialists,
minority appeasement, The Communist Party of India (CPI), one culture-one nation, Armed uprising, Swatantra
Party Internal policy, Anti-imperialist, Organizational Discrimination

SUCCESSION FROM THE NEHRUVIAN ERA

The 1962 Sino-Indian war and Nehru's death in May 1964 posed many challenges for the nascent Indian state. Many

feared severe damage to the Indian political system, but a smooth and dignified transition revealed the strength of

Indian democracy.

FROM NEHRU TO SHASTRI:

After Nehru's death, Lal Bahadur Shastri and Morarji Desai were the leading contenders for the Prime minister’s post.

However, the Congress Syndicate favored Shastri due to his wider acceptability.

CHALLENGES DURING SHASTRI'S TENURE:

¢ Official Language Issue: The proposal to replace English with Hindi as the official language of Indiain 1965 faced
severe opposition from southern states.

¢ Demand forPunjabi Subah: There was a growing demand for a separate Punjab state from the combined Haryana
and Punjab.

¢ FoodShortage: Several states faced severe droughtsin 1965, and buffer stocks had fallen to perilouslevels.

o Agricultural Crisis: Asevere declinein agricultural production led to unprecedented food scarcity in the 1960s.
The growth rate of the crop sector witnessed a decline from 3.09% in 1961-62t00.78% in 1967-68.

¢ Drought: Due to failed monsoon, states faced a severe droughtin 1965, exacerbating food shortages.

o Economic Struggles: Industrial growth slowed after the Indo-China War of 1962, impacting the balance of
payments and fostering a sense of pessimism. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reported a 16% decline in the stock
marketand a 30% decrease in gold prices following the war.

¢ Pakistani Infiltration: Following India's defeat in the Sino-Indian war, Pakistan sent well-trained infiltrators to
Kashmir, starting an undeclared war with India.

SHASTRI'S RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES:

o Initial Indecision: Shastriinitially responded hesitantly, allowing problems such as the language issue to escalate.



o Decisive Leadership: Over time, Shastri displayed stronger leadership. For instance, he was the first to criticize US
bombing in North Vietnam. He ordered Indian troops to not just defend Kashmir, but also to cross the ceasefire
line and seal important passesto curb infiltrations.

¢ Food Crisis Response: Shastri established the State Food Trading Corporation and initiated the Green
Revolution strategy to tackle the food crisis.

e JaiJawan, Jai Kisan: He coined the slogan "Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan" (Hail the Soldier, Hail the Farmer) to inspire

soldiers to defend the country and encourage farmers to boost food production.
Evolution of the slogan:

e Theslogan "Jai Jawan Jai Kisan" emerged in the mid-1960s when India faced challenges like a war with Pakistan
and a food crisis.

e Prime Minister Shastri introduced the slogan to unite the nation and address the urgent need for stronger
defense and improved agriculture, highlighting the crucial roles of soldiers and farmers in ensuring national
security and food security.

Significance of the slogan:

¢ Unifying force: "Jai Jawan Jai Kisan" promoted patriotism and unity during a national crisis, emphasizing
collective effort and shared responsibility for overcoming challenges.

o Emphasis on Self-reliance: The slogan inspired investments in agriculture, leading to the Green Revolution,
which transformed India's agricultural landscape, increasing productivity and fostering self-sufficiency in food
production.

o Recognition of soldiers: The slogan highlighted soldiers' and farmers' crucial roles in India's security and
prosperity, instilling pride and respect for these professions.

o Lasting impact: "Jai Jawan Jai Kisan" remains a reminder of soldiers' and farmers' importance to India's well-
being and has been adapted to address contemporary issues, such as adding "Jai Vigyan" to emphasize science
and technology's role in development.

FROM SHASTRI TO INDIRA GANDHI

The sudden demise of Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri in Tashkent on January 11, 1966 raised questions about
succession inleadership. The Syndicate, led by Kamaraj, selected Indira Gandhi as the next Prime Minister, considering
her perceived flexibility and adaptability.

The Congress Split of 1969: One of the defining moments of Indira Gandhi's tenure was the split of the Indian

National Congress into two factions in 1969.

On one side was the 'Syndicate', a group of powerful regional party leaders.

o They had initially backed Indira Gandhi for the leadership role, assuming she would be pliable to their influence.

o They later came to be known as the 'Congress (0)', or 'Organisation Congress', led by figureslike K. Kamaraj,
Nijalingappa, and Morarji Desai.

On the other side was Indira Gandhi and her supporters, who advocated for a more radical and progressive

socio-economic agenda.

o They were referred to as the 'Congress (R)', or 'Requisitionist Congress', or more commonly, 'Congress (I)' (for
Indira).

o The split largely occurred due to conflicts over leadership and policy differences, particularly following Gandhi's
moves to nationalize banks and abolish privy purses of the former princely states.

o The split significantly altered the political landscape of India, with Indira Gandhi's 'Congress (I)'
eventually emerging as the dominant faction. This move also marked the beginning of the end ofthe old guard
of the Congress party and saw Indira Gandhi firmly establishing her control over the party and the central
government.
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Dealing with Extremism: Indira Gandhi adopted a firm approach towards tackling extremism in Punjab, while
simultaneously recognizing the need for dialogue to address grievances and restore peace.

Insurgency in the North-East

Naga Insurgency: The Naga insurgency, led by the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), aimed at
establishing an independent Naga state called Nagalim. Indira Gandhi's government engaged in peace talks with
Naga leaders, resulting in the signing of the Shillong Accord in 1975. However, the accord later broke down, leading
to renewed violence.

Mizo Rebellion: The Mizo insurgency in Mizoram, led by the Mizo National Front (MNF), soughtindependence from
India.

Balancing Force and Dialogue: Indira Gandhi employed a combination of military action and negotiations to
addressthe root causes of insurgency in the North-East, aiming for long-term stability and inclusivity.

. Deteriorating Economy

Economic Recession: Indiafaced an economic downturn with declining industrial growth and exports.
Agricultural Challenges: Consecutive years of failed monsoons resulted in widespread famine conditions and food
scarcity.

Reviving the Economy: Indira Gandhi's administration implemented measures to stimulate economic growth,
focusing on agricultural reforms, industrial revitalization, and promoting self-reliance.

Foreign Policy Issues

US-India Relations: The United States attempted to leverage its position as an exporter of wheat and provider of
financial aid to influence India's agricultural and foreign policies.

China-Pakistan Axis: The growing alliance between China and Pakistan posed security challenges and diverted
resources towards military preparedness.

Non-Alignment and Global Cooperation: Indira Gandhi emphasized the importance of non-alignment and
advocated for greater economic and political cooperation among non-aligned countries, while maintaining India's
sovereignty and national interests.

V. Popular Agitations

VL

Socioeconomic Unrest: Rising prices, food scarcity, unemployment, and deteriorating economic conditions led to
widespread popular demonstrations and strikes.

Restoring Stability: Indira Gandhi's government took measures toaddress the socioeconomic challenges, focusing
on price control, improving access to essential commodities, and initiating employment-generation programs.
Degradation of Parliament as an Institution

Indiscipline and Disturbances: The Parliament witnessed constant indiscipline and disruptions, with criticism
often taking the form of personal attacks.

Strengthening Parliamentary Decorum: Indira Gandhi sought to restore the dignity and effectiveness of the
Parliament by promoting constructive debates, enhancing legislative processes, and encouraging a culture of
respectand accountabilityamong parliamentarians.

Indira Gandhi, upon assuming the role of Prime Minister, faced a multitude of complex challenges in the post-
independence era. Through a combination of firmness and dialogue, she addressed the Punjab problem and
insurgencies in the North-East. She undertook measures torevive the economy, pursued an independentforeign policy,



and responded to popular agitations. While some decisions were met with mixed results, her leadership played a
significantrole in shaping India's trajectory during a crucial period of its history.

KEY WORDS: Economic Recession, Congress Syndicate, unifying force, Balance of Payments, self-reliance, State
Food Trading Corporation, Green Revolution, Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Requisitionist Congress, Communalism,
Separatism, Extremism, Insurgency, Industrial revitalization, China-Pakistan Axis, Parliamentary Decorum

GENERAL ELECTIONS OF 1967 AND ITS IMPACT ON INDIAN POLITICS: SHAPING POLITICAL LANDSCAPE AND
LEADERSHIP TRANSITION

INTRODUCTION:

The general elections of 1967 marked a turning point in Indian politics, leading to significant changes in the political
landscape and a transition in leadership. Although the Congress party still had a narrow majority in the Lok Sabha with
283 seats, it faced its worst outcome since 1952. Important leaders like K. Kamaraj, S.K. Patil, and Atulya Ghosh were
defeated. This outcome also affected state politics, causing Congress tolose power in nine states for the first time. These
states included Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and Kerala.

OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONS: Rise of rich and middle class peasants

e High Voter Turnout: The elections witnessed a [mpch Emergency of coalition government
significant political awakening, with the voter of General

turnoutreaching 61.1%, the highestrecorded so far. ElecTion 1967
o Congress Retains Majority: While the Congress

party managed to retain its majority in the Lok

Sabha, itlost its majority in eight states, including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal.

Broke congress monoploy
Split in Congress

o RiseofLeft Parties: Left parties gained prominence in states like West Bengal and Kerala, while feudal, right-wing,
and communal parties flourished in other states.

RISE OF RICH AND MIDDLE-CLASS PEASANTS:

¢ Defection from Congress: The elections saw a significant defection of rich and middle-class peasants from the
Congress party.

¢ Fear of Land Reforms: These peasants were apprehensive about the government's land reform policies and
procurement strategies, which threatened their dominant position in rural areas.

¢ Continued Hegemony: The hegemonicinfluence of this class over rural politics and the economy continues to this
day.

COALITION GOVERNMENTS:

e Multiplicity of Parties: The monopoly of the Congress party in the states was replaced by a diverse range of
political parties, resulting in the formation of coalition governmentsin most states.

¢ Unstable Governments: The coalition governments experienced constant tensions and frequent changes, with
legislators frequently switchingloyalties, leading to political instability.

SPLIT IN THE CONGRESS:

o Dispute over Relations: The split inthe Congress party was fueled by disagreements regarding the relationship
between the ministerial and organizational wings of the party.

o Differences over Policies: Disagreements arose over the implementation of radical policies, foreign policy
approaches, and reliance on outside support from ideologically aligned parties.

¢ Rift over Presidential Candidate: The divide within the party reached its peak during the selection of the
presidential candidate, with Indira Gandhi supporting V.V. Giri again st the Syndicate-backed Sanjiva Reddy.

GETTING BACK THE LOST GROUND: 1971 GENERAL ELECTIONS:

¢ Implementation ofRadical Policies: Indira Gandhi's government attempted toimplement radical policies such as
nationalization of private banks and abolition of privy purses (1971).

o Lack of Legislative Support: Faced with limited supportin Parliament, Indira Gandhi dissolved the Lok Sabhain
1970 and called for early elections in 1971.



ELECTORAL STRATEGIES:

¢ Grand Alliance and Slogans: Congress (0) formed a grand alliance against Indira Gandhi, using the slogan "Indira
Hatao," while Indira Gandhi campaigned with the promise of "Garibi Hatao" (eradicate poverty).

¢ Astounding Victory: The Congress won 352 out of 518 seats, while the opposition parties, including the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh, Communist Party of India, and others, faced significant losses. Indira Gandhi's personal popularity,
coupled with the nationalist sentiment following the war, contributed to the Congress party's resounding victory.

STEPS TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT DURING 1971-1974:

¢ Economic Reforms: The government undertook measures such as nationalizing general insurance and the coal

industry to stimulate economic growth.

o Land Reforms: Legislation was passed toreduce landholdings and distribute surplus lands tolandless and marginal

farmers.

e Welfare Programs: The governmentimplemented schemes for cheap food grain distribution, rural employment

generation, and banking expansion to uplift vulnerable sections of society.

e Political Reforms: Initiatives included banning political donations by joint-stock companies and passing

constitutional amendments to facilitate the implementation of directive principles.

THE EMERGENCY AND ITS AFTERMATH:

e Suspension of Civil Liberties: During the Emergency, civil liberties were curtailed, and political dissent was
suppressed through censorship and authoritarian measures.

e Socioeconomic Challenges: The imposition of the Emergency in 1975 was triggered by economic downturn,
political unrest, and widespread corruption.

e Policy challenges: The government's focus on socialist economic policies and central planning led to mixed
outcomes, including stagnation, inflation, and increased government control over the economy.

e Resurgence of Opposition: The Emergency led to the formation of opposition alliances and movements, including
Jay Prakash Narayan's Total Revolution, which challenged the authoritarian regime.

e Thejudiciary played a crucial role in upholding constitutional rights and checking executive overreach during the
Emergency. Landmark judgments, such as the Kesavananda Bharati case, reaffirmed the supremacy of the
Constitution and limited the government's power to amend fundamental rights.

e Post-Emergency Repercussions: The Emergency was lifted in 1977, and subsequent elections saw the end of
Congress dominance, leading to the formation of non-Congress governments at the centre.

The general elections of 1967 and the subsequent events reshaped Indian politics, witnessed the split in the Congress

party, and marked the rise of Indira Gandhi as a dominant leader. The elections and their aftermath had far-reaching

consequences, including the formation of coalition governments, the implementation of progressive policies, and the
eventual imposition of the Emergency.

KEYWORDS: Radical Policies, Right-wing, Emergency Repercussions, Land Reform Policies, Hegemony, Coalition
governments, ideologically aligned parties, Civil liberties, Political dissent, Coalition governments, political landscape,
leadership transition, grand alliance, Garibi Hatao, Authoritarian regime

THE JP MOVEMENT, IMPOSITION OF EMERGENCY, AND THE ELECTIONS OF 1977
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Modern
Democracy

The JP Movement aimed at bringing about a total revolution and combating

corruption in the system. However, flaws in the movement and the

imposition of the Emergencyled to publicdiscontent.

THE JP MOVEMENT:

¢ (Call for Total Revolution: JP called for a struggle againstthe corrupt
system and the need to save democracy from an authoritarian regime.

o The Raj Narain Case: Indira Gandhi's conviction for corrupt campaign
practices in the Raj Narain case fueled demands for her resignation. ) Nafionalism Sarvodaya




¢ Paralyzing the Government: The movementaimed to pressure legislators toresign, disrupt the functioning of the
government, and establish parallel governments.

e The JP Movement aimed at restoring democracy, civil liberties, and constitutional rights, which were perceived
to be under threat during the Emergency.

FLAWS IN THE MOVEMENT:

¢ Vague Ideology: The movementlacked clear alternativesto parliamentary democracy and had undefined policies
for total revolution.

¢ Potential for Fascist Elements: The movement's critique of democracy and institutions opened space for elements
inclined towards fascism.

¢ Undemocratic Character: The movement sought todissolve elected legislatures through extra-constitutional mass
agitations.

IMPOSITION OF THE EMERGENCY:

¢ EmergencyDeclaration: Indira Gandhi invoked Article 352 ofthe Indian Constitution to impose the Emergency on
June 26,1975.

¢ Censorship and Arrests: The government imposed strict censorship, arrested opposition leaders, and banned
several organizations.

o Weakening of Institutions: Laws, amendments, and decrees were enacted to curtail the powers of the judiciary
and restrictjudicial review.

¢ Control and Dismissal of State Governments: During the Emergency, the Parliament was rendered ineffective,
compliant state governments were rigidly controlled, non-Congress governments in Tamil Nadu and Gujarat were
dismissed.

PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE EMERGENCY:

o Initial Acceptance: Many people initially accepted the Emergency due to a lack of recent experience with
authoritarian rule, restoration of public order, and improvements in administration and the economy.

¢ Delayed Opposition: Opposition tothe Emergency grew gradually from 1976 as economic conditions deteriorated,
governance issues emerged, and repressive measures affected the marginalized.

ENDING THE EMERGENCY AND ELECTIONS OF 1977:

¢ Announcement of Elections: Indira Gandhi announced elections for March 1977 and made efforts to restore
democratic processes.

¢ Free and Fair Elections: Political prisoners were released, press censorship was lifted, and elections were
conducted in a democratic manner.

VICTORY OF JANTAPARTY AND ALLIES:

¢ Public Sentiments: The Janta Party, formed by the merger of various opposition parties, garnered public support
againstthe Emergency.

¢ Electoral Outcome: The Janata Party and its allies secured a significant victory, winning 330 out of 542 seats in the
Lok Sabha. The 1977 elections marked the first time that the Congress party was voted out of power at the national
level since independence in 1947. The defeat of the Congress government and the victory of the Janata Party
coalition symbolized the triumph of democracy over authoritarianism and the power of the people's will to effect
change through the electoral process.

¢ Prime Minister Morarji Desai: Morarji Desai, a prominent leader of the Janata Party, was chosen as the Prime
Minister.

o State Government Dismissals: Several Congress-ruled state governments were dismissed, and fresh elections
were ordered.

The JP Movement, imposition of the Emergency, and the elections of 1977 were critical milestones in Indian politics.

The JP Movement highlighted the need for systemic changes and combating corruption, but flaws in its ideology and

methods were evident. The imposition of the Emergency and its subsequent falloutled to public discontent, with the



initial acceptance giving way to resentment. The elections of 1977 marked a significant political transition, with the
Janata Party and its allies emerging victorious and the Congress party facing a significant defeat.

KEY WORDS: Free and fair elections, weakening of institutions, Combating corruption, Parallel governments,
Parliamentary democracy, Paralysing of government, Fascist Elements, Judicial Review, Indian democracy,
Governance, Fascist elements, undemocratic character.

JANATA GOVERNMENT RULE AND THE RESURGENCE OF CONGRESS: POLITICAL TRANSITIONS AND POLICY
INITIATIVES

The Janta government faced challenges in maintaining a stable coalitionand (" jydicial Land FirsT Alfernafive)

addressing social tensions, ultimately leading to its collapse. On the other Empower;\menT Ragghims E}ernmem

hand, the Congress party, under Indira Gandhi's leadership, regained Sianificance of

political ground and implemented policy initiatives duringitsrule. (Jan a Govemmﬂ\
44"Amendment  pural StrengThen

JANATA GOVERNMENT RULE: Act Emploument Demotracy

¢ Political Significance: % p'l%g s

o First Alternative to Congress: The Janta party provided the first credible alternative to the long-dominant
Congress party at the center.

o Strengthening Democracy: The Janata government demonstrated the strength of India's democratic roots and
emphasized the importance of a multi-party system.

¢ Constitutional Reforms:
o Forty-Fourth Amendment Act,1978: This act aimed to restore liberal democracy by removing authoritarian
features of the Emergency regime and enhancing the powers of the judiciary.

o Judicial Empowerment: The Supreme Court and high courts regained some of their powers, safeguarding
constitutional principles.

The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 was a significant amendment to the Constitution of India, introduced during
the tenure of the Janata Party government. It aimed at rectifying certain provisions of the Constitution that had been
altered or suspended during the Emergency period (1975-1977) and restoring fundamental rights and democratic
principles. Here are the key provisions and objectives of the 44th Amendment Act:
1. Restoration of Fundamental Rights:
The 44th Amendment Act sought to restore several fundamental rights thathad be en suspended or curtailed
during the Emergency.
[treinstated the right to life and personalliberty (Article 21) as inviolable, except by due process of law, and
guaranteed the right to move the courts for enforcement of fundamental rights (Article 32).
. Right to Property:
The amendment removed the right to property (Article 19(1)(f)) as a fundamental right and placed itunder the
category of legal rights.
Itallowed the government toimpose reasonable restrictions on the right to property for social welfare and public
interest, as specified in Article 31(2) before its deletion.
3. Abolition of Preventive Detention:

N

The 44th Amendment Act abolished the power of preventive detention under Article 22(4), except in cases
involving the security of the state, maintenance of public order, or prevention of antisocial activities.

It mandated that preventive detention laws should include procedural safeguards, such as the right to be
informed of the grounds of detention and the right to legal representation.
. Judicial Review:

NS

The amendment reaffirmed the supremacy of the Constitution and the power of the judiciary toreview and strike
down laws inconsistent with fundamental rights.
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[t clarified that constitutional amendments made under Article 368 could not be challenged on the grounds of
violation of fundamental rights, except for those pertaining tothe principles of equality and secularism.

. Emergency Provisions:
The 44th Amendment Act introduced safeguards to prevent the misuse of Emergency provisions in the
Constitution.
[t stipulated that a proclamation of Emergency could only be issued on the grounds of external aggression or
armed rebellion, and not on the grounds of internal disturbances alone, as was the case during the Emergency of
1975-1977.

6. Prohibition of Legislative Overrides:

e The amendment prohibited the Parliament from making any amendment to the Constitution that could abrogate
or limit the rights guaranteed under Articles 20 and 21, even during a state of Emergency.

7. Other Provisions:

e The44th Amendment Actalsomade minor changes tovarious other provisions of the Constitution, including the
representation of the Anglo-Indian community in the Lok Sabha and state legislatures, and the composition of
Legislative Councilsin states.

ECONOMICINITIATIVES:

Rural Employment Programs: The Janta government implemented the "Food for Work" program to provide

employment opportunities and improve rural infrastructure.

Land Reforms:

o The Janata government aimed to reduce wealth disparity in rural areas by implementing land ceiling acts,
which limited the land a person or family could own.
Surplusland was intended tobe given to the landless. This had varying degrees of success across states.

o For instance, Kerala and West Bengal saw significant success due to strong Leftist governments, while in
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, where landowning classes had more political influence, the reforms were less
effective.

REASONSFOR JANTAGOVERNMENT'S COLLAPSE:

Social Tensions and Lawlessness: The government struggled to address social tensions and witnessed a rise in
violence and lawlessness, particularly against marginalized communities.

The Janata Party was a coalition of diverse political groups with conflicting ideologies and agendas. Internal disputes
and factionalism within the Janata Party, including disagreements over policy issues and power-sharing
arrangements, undermined the stability of the government.

Lack of Alternative Economic Policy: The Janata government opposed industry-oriented growth but failed to
formulate a viable alternative economic policy.

RESURGENCE OF CONGRESS:

Further Split in Congress:

o Congress(I) and Congress(U): In 1978, the Congress party split into Congress(I) led by Indira Gandhi and
Congress(U) led by dissident members like Devraj Urs.

o Electoral Success: Congress(I) tasted success in state assembly elections in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

Reasons for Congress's Resurgence:

o Public Sentiments: The Janta government's actions against Indira Gandhi were perceived as revenge rather
than justice, generating sympathy for her.

o Support of Marginalized Groups: Indira Gandhi maintained supportamong marginalized communities, who
considered her a champion of their interests.

o Disenchantment with Janata Government: Public dissatisfaction with the Janta government's governance and
factionalism led to a shift in supporttowards the Congress party.

Positives of the Resurgent Congress's Rule:



o Economic Achievements:
= Inflation Control: The rate of inflation was reduced to 4% by 1984.
* Economic Growth: The economy witnessed growth of over 4% per annum, and the Green Revolution
yielded high agricultural production.
= Economic Liberalization: Measures were taken to cautiously liberalize the economy, alongside efforts to
strengthen publicsectors.
o Foreign Policy Initiatives:
* NAM Summit: Indira Gandhi chaired the seventh summit of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) held in
India, showcasing India'sleadership in the global arena.
= Realism in Foreign Policy: India transitioned from idealism to realism, maintaining balanced relations
with major powers while advocating for nuclear disarmament.
o Internal Security Measures:
* Punjab Crisis: Indira Gandhitook strong measures, including Operation Blue Star, to address militancy in
Punjab and restore internal security.
DRAWBACKS OF THE RULE:
¢ Lingering Conflicts:
o Communal, Caste, and Linguistic Conflicts: Various conflicts persisted, such as the Punjab crisis and militancy
in the northeast, posing challenges to internal stability.
o Atrocities on SCs and STs: Despite constitutional protections, atrocities against Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes continued unabated.
¢ Governance Issues:
o Poor Governance: Congress-ruled state governments faced challenges in providing effective governance,
resultingin electoral defeatsin stateslike Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
CONCLUSION:
The Janta government's rule and the subsequent resurgence of the Congress party marked significant political
transitions in India. The Janta government's short-lived tenure highlighted the complexities of maintaining a coalition,
addressing social tensions, and formulating alternative economic policies. In contrast, the Congress's resurgence
brought economic achievements, foreign policy initiatives, and internal security measures. However, challenges such
as conflicts and governance issues persisted.

KEYWORDS: Public sentiments, Stable coalition, linguistic conflicts, Addressing social tensions, Strengthening
Democracy Multi-party system, Forty-Fourth Amendment Act Emergency regime, Liberal democracy, Judicial
Empowerment Land Ceiling Acts, Uneasy Coalition, Leftist governments, Economic Liberalization, Rise in violence,
Lawlessness, Marginalized Communities, Factionalism, Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), Operation Blue Star,
Internal stability

THE RAJIV GANDHI YEARS
Despite facing numerous challenges, Rajiv Gandhi's government implemented various initiatives across different
sectors.
PROBLEMS FACED BY THE RAJIV GANDHI GOVERNMENT:
¢ Anti-Sikh Riots:
o Massacre of Sikhs: The government faced criticism and allegations of complicity in the horrific anti-Sikh riots

that occurred in various parts of the country, especially in Delhi.
o Alleged Local-Level Involvement: Local leadersand Congress party workers were accused of assisting in the
violence against Sikhs.
o Bhopal Gas Tragedy:
o Union Carbide Gas Leak: The Bhopal gas tragedy, caused by poisonous gas emissions from a Union Carbide
factory, resulted in the loss of thousands of lives and serious illnesses.



¢ Relations with Neighboring Countries:

o Disputes with Bangladesh: Water disputes with Bangladesh persisted, and concernsarose regarding its shift

towards an Islamicdirection.

o Nepal-China Relations: Nepal's growing proximity to China and its imposition of work permits for Indian

workers strained relations.

o Sri Lankan Tamil Issue: Relations with Sri Lanka deteriorated due to the handling ofthe Tamil issue.

¢ Corruption and Scandals:

o Fairfax, HDW, and Bofors: Corruption scandals such as the Fairfax, HDW submarine deal, and the Bofors

kickback tarnished Rajiv Gandhi'simage.

INITIATIVES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE RAJIV GANDHI GOVERNMENT:

¢ Internal Security:

o Punjaband Assam Accords: The signing of accords helped restore normalcy in Punjab and Assam.

¢ Technology:
o Computerization Program: The government's emphasis on
computerization laid the foundation for India's emergence as
a global software giant.
o Technology Missions:
established, addressing pressing issues like drinking water,
literacy, immunization, agriculture, and communication.

Six technology missions were

e The government launched initiatives such as the National
Informatics Centre (NIC) to promote the use of information
technology in governance and administration.

¢ Telecommunications Revolution:

Dedicated InTernal
Environment Security Peace
MinisTry Accords
Infroduction of ACh'QVGmenT .QF InTroduced
PRI ADR Anfi Rajiv Gandhi CTin
Defeclion Law Goverment Governance
Operation Liberalisafion
Blackboard of Economy
Education

o The Rajiv Gandhi government initiated the liberalization of the telecommunications sector, leading to the
expansion and modernization of telecommunication infrastructure.

o Theintroduction of public call offices (PCOs), telecom privatization policies, and the establishment of Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) contributed to the telecommunications revolution in India.

¢ Decentralization and Panchayati Raj:

o Rajiv Gandhi's government introduced the 64th Amendment Act, 1989, to strengthen local governance through

the establishment of Panchayati Raj institutions.

o Theamendment aimed to decentralize power, empower grassroots-level institutions, and promote participatory

democracy.
¢ Environmental Conservation:

o Rajiv Gandhi's government emphasized environmental conservation and sustainable development through

various initiatives.

o The government launched programs such as the National Wastelands Development Board and the National
Afforestation Program to promote afforestation, soil conservation, and environmental protection.

o The creation of a dedicated Ministry of Environment and the introduction of mandatory environmental
clearances for major projects demonstrated a commitment to environmental protection.

¢ Foreign Policy Initiatives:

o The government pursued active engagement with the international community, emphasizing non-alignment,

peace, and disarmament.

o RajivGandhi's initiatives such as the Rajiv Gandhi Plan for Action to Combat Nuclear War and the Rajiv Gandhi
Action Plan for a Nuclear-Weapon-Free and Non-Violent World contributed to global peace efforts.

¢ Economy:

o Further Liberalization: The government took steps toliberalize the economy, promoting economic growth and

attracting foreign investments.



o Jawahar Rozgar Yojana: This employment program aimsto provide rural families with atleast one member
employed for 50-100 days a year.
¢ Education:
o Operation Blackboard: The initiative focused on improving infrastructure and basicamenities in schools.
o Navodaya Vidyalayas: Special schools were established to provide quality education to talented rural children.
» Initiatives such as the National Policy on Education (1986) aimed at universalizing primary education,
improving infrastructure, and modernizing curricula.
¢ Social Sector:
o Women Empowerment: The National Perspective Plan for Women addressed health and education issues,
while legislation targeted dowry-related offenses.
¢ Political and Bureaucratic Reforms:
o Anti-Defection Law: The passage of the Anti-Defection Law aimed to curb legislative defections.
o Panchayati Raj Institutions: Efforts were made to deepen the decentralization of power to Panchayati Raj
Institutions, although constitutional status eluded them.
o Alternative Dispute Resolution: The Lok Adalat Act provided an alternative mechanism for resolving disputes.
o Consumer Protection Act: This legislation empowered consumers and protected their rights.
The Rajiv Gandhi years were marked by both challenges and achievements. Despite the problems faced by his
government, Rajiv Gandhi implemented significant reforms and initiatives across various sectors. The government's
focus on technology, education, social empowerment, and environmental protection left alasting impact. However, the
tenure was also marred by corruption scandals and challenges in maintaining stability and harmonious relations with
neighboring countries. Overall, the Rajiv Gandhi government played a crucial role in shaping India's development
trajectory during this period.

KEYWORDS: Anti-Sikh riots, Bhopal gas tragedy, Union Carbide Gas Leak, Alternative Dispute Resolution Fairfax,
HDW submarine deal, Anti-Defection Law, Bofors kickback, Operation Blackboard, Jawahar Rozgar Yojana,
Navodaya Vidyalaya, Panchayati Raj Institutions, Lok Adalat Act, Harmonious relations, Consumer Protection A ct

FOREIGN POLICY INITIATIVES OF THE RAJIV GANDHI GOVERNMENT

This section explores the foreign policy initiatives undertaken by the Rajiv Gandhi government. It highlights Rajiv
Gandhi's efforts to promote disarmament, address apartheid in South Africa, strengthen Indo-China relations, and
extend assistance to neighboring countries. Additionally, the section discusses the modernization of India's armed
forces during this period.
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT AND GLOBAL PEACE:
¢ Six-Nation Five-Continent Initiative:

o RajivGandhiorganized the first summit of this initiative, aimed at pressuring superpowers to reduce weapons

and eliminate nuclear arms.
o The initiative matured into the Action Plan for Nuclear Disarmament, signaling India's commitment to global
peace.
ADDRESSING APARTHEID AND SUPPORTING INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS:
¢ AFRICA (Action for Resisting Invasion, Colonialism, and Apartheid):
o RajivGandhiestablished AFRICA atthe Non-Aligned summit in Harare to combat apartheid in South Africa.
o India's involvement demonstrated its commitment to supporting liberation movements and resisting
oppression.
¢ Recognition of SWAPO:
o Rajiv Gandhi's government accorded diplomatic recognition to the South West Africa People's Organization
(SWAPO), which fought for Namibian independence.
o Thisrecognition signaled India's support for the self-determination of nations and the anti-colonial struggle.



STRENGTHENING REGIONAL RELATIONS:

¢ Indo-China Relations:
o RajivGandhi's visit to China marked a significant thaw in Indo-Chinarelations following the Indo-Chinawar in
1962.
o This visitlaid the foundation for improved diplomaticand economic ties between the two countries.
¢ Assistance to Neighboring Countries:

o Support to Maldives: India provided assistance to the Maldives during a coup attempt, highlighting its
commitment to regional stability and security. (Operation Cactus)

Operation Cactus:
This was a swift and successful military operation in 1988 by the Indian Armed Forces, aimed at suppressing a coup
attemptin the Maldives, thereby preserving the democratic governance and ensuring peace in the region.

¢ Role in Vietnamese Withdrawal: India played a crucial role in facilitating the withdrawal of Vietnam ese forces
from Kampuchea (Cambodia), contributing to regional peace and stability.

MODERNIZATION OF ARMED FORCES:

¢ RajivGandhi's government focused on modernizing India's armed forces, leading toa significant increase in defense
expenditure.

o Strengthening the Navy: India bolstered its naval capabilities by purchasing a second aircraft carrier from Britain
and leasing a nuclear-powered submarine from the Soviet Union.

¢ The modernization efforts aimed to enhance India's defense capabilities and maintain regional security.

The Rajiv Gandhi government's foreign policy initiatives demonstrated India's commitment to global peace, anti -

apartheid movements, regional stability, and the modernization of its armed forces. The initiatives aimed to strengthen

diplomatic relations, support independence movements, and contribute to disarmament efforts. Rajiv Gandhi's focus

on these areasleft a lastingimpact on India's foreign policy stance during his tenure.

KEWORDS: Operation Cactus, Disarmament, Action Plan for Nuclear Disarmament, Modernization of Armed Forces
Non-Aligned Summit, Colonialism, and Apartheid, South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPQO), Operation
Cactus, Naval Capabilities, Regional Security, Global Peace

INDIAIN THE 1990S AND THE NEW MILLENNIUM

This section provides an overview of India's political landscape and key initiatives during the 1990s and the new
millennium. It discusses the defeat of the Congress party, the rise of coalition governments, major policy reforms, and
the current political scenario under the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
TRANSITION AND CHALLENGES:
o Defeat of the Congress Party:
o The Congress party faced defeat in the 1989 general elections, primarily due to corruption allegations and
perceived Muslim appeasement.
o This marked a shift in Indian politics as the country witnessed the formation of the second non-Congress
government.
¢ Mandal Commission and Ayodhya Issue:
o The implementation of the Mandal Commission's recommendationsled to widespread protests, particularly in
northern India.
o The Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute escalated tensions, resulting in communal clashes.
GOVERNMENTS IN THE 1990S:
¢ V.P.Singh's Government:
o V.P.Singh became the Prime Minister and led a short-lived government markedby social and political challenges.
o Chandra Shekhar Azad succeeded Singh but served for a brief period.
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¢ P.V.Narasimha Rao's Government:

o The Congress party, under the leadership of P.V. Narasimha Rao, returned to power after the 1991 general
elections.
o The government introduced significant economic reforms, known as Liberalization, Privatization, and
Globalization (LPG),to revitalize the Indian economy.
COALITION POLITICSAND UPA GOVERNMENT:
¢ Coalition Governments (1996-1999):
o Several coalition governments were formed, resulting in political instability and short tenures.
o These governments struggled to maintain stability until the formation of the NDA governmentin 1999.
¢ United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Government (2004-2014):
o The UPA government, led by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, implemented notable initiatives.
e Key achievements included the: Right to Information Act, Right to Education Act, and the signing of the Civil
Nuclear Deal with the US.
NDA GOVERNMENTS:
e NDAIGovernment (2014-2019):
o The NDA, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, came to power with a majority, marking the end of coalition
politics.
o Major initiatives focused on economic growth, social development, environmental conservation, and nation al
integration.
e NDAII Government (2019-present):
o The COVID-19 pandemicposed significant challenges for India, impacting the economy and healthcare system.
o Efforts to boost economic growth, manage foreign relations, promote national integration, and address key
issues like Article 370 and the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid case were undertaken.
India's political landscape witnessed significant changes in the 1990s and the new millennium. Coalition governments,
economic reforms, social initiatives, and foreign policy developments shaped India's political trajectory during this
period. The current NDA government under Prime Minister Narendra Modi continues to focus on economic growth,
social welfare, national integration, and global engagement. India's democratic system has remained resilient, serving
as an inspiration for other nations.

KEYWORDS: Right to Information Act, Right to Education Act, Civil Nuclear Deal, Coalition governments,
Corruption allegations, Mandal Commission, Muslim appeasement, Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid, national
integration, Liberalization, Privatisation, Globalization, political landscape

POLITICS OF COALITION IN INDIA

The politics of coalition in India gained momentum after the Rajiv Gandhi era, marking the end of the single -party
dominant system and paving the way for multi-party politics. The era saw a shift from the Congress dominance to the
rise of regional and smaller parties, eventually leading to coalition governments both at the center and state levels.

EMERGENCE OF COALITION POLITICS

¢ 1991 General Elections: The decline of Congress dominance began after the 1989 elections, and it couldn't secure
a clear majority in the 1991 elections following Rajiv Gandhi's assassination. The Congress formed a minority
government under P.V. Narasimha Rao, which survived its full term through negotiation and compromise, marking
the beginning of coalition politics at the center.

o Regional Forces: The post-Rajiv Gandhi era witnessed the rise of regional forces such as the Samajwadi Party,
Rashtriya Janata Dal, Telugu Desam Party, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, among others. These parties played a crucial role in national politics, highlighting regional aspirations
and issues.



COALITION GOVERNMENTS AND THEIRIMPACTS

¢ The United Front Government (1996-98): For the first time in independent India, a coalition government, the
United Front, was formed at the center, supported by Congress from the outside. The government, however, was
unstable and fell in less than two years.

¢ The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) (1998-2004, 2014-present): Led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (B]JP),
the NDA managed to form a stable government from 1998 to 2004 under Atal Bihari Vajpayee. It returned to power
in 2014 under Narendra Modi's leadership and continues to date, exhibiting stability despite being a coalition.

o The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) (2004-2014): The Congress-led UPA government came into power with
the support of various regional parties, highlighting the strength of coalition politics. Despite several challenges, it
completed two full terms, focusing on social welfare schemes.

¢ Policy-Making and Governance: Coalition politics influenced policy-making and governance as it necessitated
consensus among the parties involved. This led to both successful policy enactments, such as the Right to
Information Act, and also policy paralysis due to disagreements.

CHALLENGES OF COALITION POLITICS

¢ Political Instability:

o The period from 1996 to 1999 in Indiaisan apt example of thisissue.
o During this short span, India saw three Prime Ministers - Atal Bihari Vajpayee, H.D. Deve Gowda, and
Inder Kumar Gujral, illustrating the volatility caused by coalition politics.

¢ Policy Deadlocks:

o The UPA government (2004-2014)faced a significant deadlock over the introduction of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST).

o Due to resistance from its coalition partners and the opposition, the implementation of GST was delayed until
2017 when the succeeding government could build a consensus.

o This delay hampered the potential economicbenefits that GST could have brought earlier.

¢ Populist Measures:

o The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government's decision to waive farm loans in 2008, which cost over $15
billion, is an example.

o While this move was politically popular and provided immediate relief to farmers, it strained the nation's fiscal
deficit and has been criticized for promoting a culture of loan defaults.

The coalition era transformed India's political landscape, emphasizing the importance of consensus, negotiation, and

alliance building in governance. However, coalition politics also presented challenges such as instability and policy

deadlocks. The shift from the era of single-party dominance to the coalition era underlines the evolving nature of India's
democratic politics. The future of coalition politics will continue to be shaped by changing political realities and voter
preferences.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS
1. | Write a critical note on the evolution and significance of the slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan". 2013
(200 words, 10 marks)
2. | Discuss the contribution of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad to pre-and post-independent India. 2013
(200 words, 10 marks)
3. | Analyze the circumstances thatled to the Tashkent Agreementin 1966. Discuss the highlights 2013
of the agreement. (200 words, 10 marks)




NATIONAL INTEGRATION

National Integration, as defined by Dorothy Simpson, involves creating a mindset that promotesloyalty towards the
country over individual groups, prioritizing the nation's welfare over narrower interests. It's the glue that unites a
country's citizens, fostering a sense of shared identity amidst diverse languages, religions, and cultures. However,
barriers to this unity include linguism, regionalism, communalism, and casteism.

Post-independence India faced significant challenges in fostering national integration, establishing democracy, and

inculcating a democratic ethos among its people who were accustomed toautocratic rule.

INTEGRATION OF THE PRINCELY STATES

o The erstwhile British India consisted of about 40% area
under princely states with varying degrees of
autonomy. Their fate after the British departure posed a
significant challenge.

¢ Sardar Patel and V.P. Menon took up the task of
integrating these states under the aegis of the newly

formed States' Department.
PRE-INDEPENDENCE INTEGRATION
¢ Travancore:

o

After India gained independence in 1947, the
Maharaja of Travancore, Chithira Thirunal Balarama
Varma, initially showed reluctance to join the Indian
Union. There were inclinations towards declaring
independent status, influenced by the state’s
strategic importance and economic viability,
including significant resources like the port of Kochi.
A strong popular movement emerged within
Travancore demanding integration with the Indian
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Union. This was part of a broader wave across India where local leaders and populations in various princely
states were pushing for integration with the newly formed democratic India. The State Congress Party in
Travancore played a crucial role in mobilizing public opinion in favor of joining India.

Indian leaders, including Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, who was responsible for integrating the princely states into
India, and V. P. Menon, the Secretary of the States Department, were actively involved in negotiations with the
rulers of princely states including Travancore. Patel applied diplomatic pressure and advocated for the benefits
of joining the Indian Union.

InJuly 1947, an assassination attempt was made on Sir C.P. Ramaswami Iyer, the Dewan of Travancore, who had
been a strong advocate of the independent Travancore. This incident significantly changed the political
landscape, leading to his resignation and a shift in policy towards integration.

Following the change in political leadership and increased public pressure, the Maharaja of Travancore signed
the Instrument of Accession with the Indian Union on July 30,1947. Travancore agreed toaccede to India, ceding
control over defense, external affairs, and communications.

In 1949, Travancore was merged with the nearby princely state of Cochin to form the Travancore-Cochin Union.
Subsequently, with the reorganization of states on linguistic lines in 1956, the regions of Travancore and Cochin
were merged with the Malabar district (formerly part of Madras state) to form the new state of Kerala, based
primarily on Malayalam-speaking people.



Jodhpur:

o

Despite being initially inclined towards Pakistan, Sardar Patel's diplomatic efforts led Maharaja Hanvant Singh
to sign the instrument of accession, integrating Jodhpur with India.

Patel assured the Maharaja of Jodhpur of a special relationship with the Indian Union, including privileges and
protection. His diplomatic skills were crucial in assuaging the Maharaja’s fears about losing sovereignty and the
potential backlash from aligning with a Hindu-majority India.

Jodhpur became part ofthe newly formed state of Rajasthan. Over the next few years, further consolidations took
place, which integrated other neighboring princely states, ultimately forming the present-day Rajasthan.
Maharaja Hanwant Singh, like many other princes, was given a privy purse and symbolic positions and honors.

Bhopal:

(e]

o

Under the rule of Habibullah Khan and backed by Jinnah, Bhopal aimed for independence.
However, publicunrestand pressure from Sardar Patel led to its integration with India in July 1947.

POST-INDEPENDENCE INTEGRATION
Junagadh

o

Proclamation to Join Pakistan: Junagadh's Nawab announced his intent to accede to Pakistan, despite no
geographic continuity between the two.

Local Preference for India: The overwhelming Hindu population expressed their desire for integration with
India.

Uprising by the People: Thisled to a popular revolt against the Nawab, forcing him toflee.

Solicitation for Indian Government's Intervention: Shah Nawaz Bhutto, the Dewan of Junagadh, extended an
invitation to the Indian government to intervene.

Joining India via Plebiscite: Indian troops entered Junagadh and a plebiscite was held in February 1948, which
resulted in favor of acceding to India.

Kashmir

o

Aspiration for State Sovereignty: The ruler of Kashmir showed a tendency towards maintaining an
independent state, with concerns about democracy in India and potential communalism in Pakistan.

Pathan Tribes' Invasion: The onset of winterin 1947 saw several Pathan tribesmen, allegedly backed by the
Pakistan army, invade Kashmir, advancing towards Srinagar.

Call for Indian Support: The Maharaja of Kashmir asked India for assistance, but India could not legally
intervene without Kashmir's formal accession to it.

Deployment of Indian Troops: Upon the Maharaja's formal accession to India, Indian troops were dispatched,
managing to repel the militants, albeit retaining control over parts of the state.

Involvement of UNSC: India decided tobring the matter before the United Nations Security Council. The council
sided with Pakistan, acceptinga ceasefire on December 31, 1948, which is still in place today.

Hyderabad

(¢]

Asserting Independent Status: The Nizam of Hyderabad refrained from acceding to India, asserting a desire
for independence.

Standstill Agreement: In November 1947, a standstill agreement was signed with India, giving the Nizam time
to contemplate his next move.

Nizam's Military Preparations: The Nizam aimed to fortify his military prowessin hopes of compelling India
to acknowledge Hyderabad's sovereignty.

Repression by Razakars: The Nizam supported the communal organization Ittihad ul Muslimin and its
paramilitary wing Razakars, who imposed acts of severe repression on the civilians.

Emergence of Communist Movement: A potent communist-led peasant movement arose in the Telangana
region, where peasant squads defended against Razakar atrocities.

Indian Troops Intervention: Given the Nizam's continual arms importation and the persistent repression by
the Razakars, the Indian government deployed troops under Operation Polo, in September 1948. Subsequently,
the Nizam surrendered, and Hyderabad acceded to the Indian Union.



¢ Manipur

o

Manipur was a princely state under British suzerainty with a significant degree ofautonomy. At the time of Indian
independence in 1947, the Maharaja of Manipur, Bodhachandra Singh, initially declared the state as an
independent entity.

Instrument of Accession: Maharaja Bodh Chandra Singh of Manipur signed the Instrument of Accession
under pressure from the Indian government, with assurances of maintaining internal autonomy.
Establishment of Constitutional Monarchy: Under public pressure, elections were held in June 1948,
transforming the state into a Constitutional Monarchy. Manipur became the first region in India to hold
elections based on universal adult franchise.

Merger Agreement: In 1949, a merger agreement was signed between India and the Maharaja. However, this
was done without consulting the Manipur Legislative Assembly, a move that caused enduring resentment.
Following the accession, Manipur was initially made a Part C state administered by a Chief Commissioner. It
gained the status of a Union Territory in 1956 and eventually became a full -fledged state of the Indian Union in
1972 with its own legislative assembly.

o French and Portuguese Settlements

o

Peaceful Integration of French Settlements: After extensive negotiations, French settlements were peacefully
transferred to India.

Portuguese Resistance: Portugal initially resisted handing over its settlements to India.

NATO Support for Portugal: Portugal's position was backed by NATO allies, leading toan increased repression
of civilians amidst the independence movementin Goa.

Operation Vijay: In 1961, responding to appeals from popular movements, Indian troops marched into Goa
under Operation Vijay.

Incorporation of Goa into the Indian Union: The Portuguese offered no resistance, resulting in Goa's
integration into the Indian Union.

Goa’s Liberation from Portuguese:

Although the British empire in India came to an end in 1947, Portugal refused to withdraw from the territories
of Goa, Diu and Daman which were under its colonial rule since the sixteenth century.

During their long rule, the Portuguese suppressed the people of Goa, denied them civil rights, and carried out
forced religious conversions. After India’s Independence, the Indian government tried very patiently to persuade
the Portuguese government to withdraw. There was also a strong popular movement within Goa for freedom.
They were strengthened by socialist satyagrahis from Maharashtra.

Finally,in December 1961, the Government of India sent the army which liberated these territories after barely
twodays of action. Goa, Diu and Daman became Union T erritory. Another complication arose soon. Led by the
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP) one section desired that Goa, as a Marathi speaking area should
merge with Maharashtra. However, many Goans were keen to retain a separate Goan identity and culture,
particularly the Konkani language. They were led by the United Goan Party (UGP).

In January 1967, the Central Government held a special ‘opinion poll’ in Goa asking people to decide if they
wanted to be part of Maharashtra or remain separate. A referendum-like procedure was used to ascertain
people’s wishes on this issue. The majority voted in favor of remaining outside of Maharashtra. Thus, Goa
continued as a Union Territory.

Finally, in 1987, Goa became a State of the Indian Union. Daman and Diureceived the status of Union territory
in 1978. Recently, the Union Territories (UTs) of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu were merged into
one UT bythe Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu Merger Act, 2019.

Following the process of integration, many smaller states were either amalgamated with neighboring states or

tran

sformed into centrally governed territories. Thisled to the creation of five new unions - Madhya Bharat, Rajasthan,

Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU), Saurashtra, and Travancore-Cochin. Mysore, Hyderabad, and Jammuand
Kashmir retained their individual statehood within the Indian Union.



KEY WORDS: National Integration, Peaceful Integration, Sense of shared identity, Standstill Agreement, Linguism,
Regionalism, Communalism, Constitutional Monarchy, Casteism, Autocratic rule, universal adult franchise, Acceding
to India, Plebiscite, United Nations Security Council, Instrument of Accession, Operation Polo, Constitutional
Monarchy, Operation Vijay, NATO.

LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY IN INDIA

India is a linguistically diverse country with over 19,500 languages spoken as mother tongues. Language, being

intrinsically linked to culture, plays a crucial role in defining identities. This multifaceted linguistic scenario posed a

challenge for the newlyindependentIndia in selecting a national or official language.

NATIONAL LANGUAGE DEBATE

¢ Conlflict Over Hindi: The proposal to establish Hindi as the national language sparked controversy between Hindi-
speaking and non-Hindi speaking regions.

¢ Resolving the Dispute: The language issue was largely settled when the constitution framers recognized almost all
the major languages as the ‘languages of India.’

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE ISSUE

¢ Resistance to English: Mahatma Gandhi opposed the notion of English as India's official language due toits foreign
origin.

¢ Dual Official Languages: Hindi in Devanagari script was eventually chosen as the official language of the Union
Government, as per Article 343 ofthe Indian Constitution. However, it was also decided that English would continue
tobe used for all official purposes of the Union for a period of 15 years from the commencement of the Constitution.

Transition Timeline: A timeline was established for complete transition from English to Hindi by 1965. This sparked

discord between Hindi and non-Hindi speakers.

¢ Official Language Commission: In 1955, as per constitutional provisions, an Official Language Commission was
set up. The Commission recommended a progressive replacement of English by Hindi for central government
functions.

¢ Disagreement with the Commission's Report: The Commission's recommendations were not accepted
unanimously, with dissent from representatives from Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.

¢ Review by the Joint Parliamentary Commission: The Commission's report was further reviewed by the Joint
Parliamentary Commission.

¢ Presidential Order of 1960: The President issued an order stating that Hindi would become the principal official
language after 1965. However, English would continue as an associate official language without any restrictions.

o Protests Against Hindi Imposition: The proposal to make Hindi the sole official language was met with
widespread protests, particularly in South India. Non-Hindi speakers perceived this as a form of linguistic
discrimination.

o Nehru's Assurance: Prime Minister Nehru assured Parliament in 1959 that English would continue as an official
language for as long as necessary to alleviate these fears.

o Official Languages Act: The Official Languages Act, 1963, was passed to lift the constitutional restrictions on the
use of English as an official language beyond 1965.

¢ Amendment of 1967: Indira Gandhi's government in 1967 further amended the Official Languages Act of 1963,
leading to an indefinite adoption of bilingualism as official policy.

In the ensuing years, the language issue has generally faded in relevance, with the exception of sporadic debates, such

as those around the proposed three-language formula in education policy. It's noteworthy to add that the language

issue in India underlines the importance of preserving linguistic diversity, respecting regional identities, and
maintaining national unity in a pluralistic society.



LINGUISTICREORGANIZATION OF STATES

Post-independence, India faced the challenge of redefining its administrative boundaries, which had been haphazardly
drawn to meet the British imperial needs. The demand for reorganizing states on a linguistic basis quickly gained

momentum.
ADVANTAGES OF LINGUISTIC REORGANIZATION

Enhanced Governance and Administrative Efficiency: States were reorganized along linguistic lines to improve
administrative efficiency by enabling governance and public administration in languages that people unders tood
and were comfortable with. This facilitated better communication between the government and the citizens, leading
to more effective delivery of services and governance.

Strengthening Federalism: The reorganization of states along linguistic lines strengthened the federal structure
of India by empowering states with greater autonomy and decision-making authority in areas such as education,
culture, and language policy. This contributed to a more balanced distribution of powers between the central and
state governments.

Democratic Governance: Conducting administration and politicsin the people's language ensures true democracy.
Cultural and Linguistic Affinity: Language is intimately connected to a people's culture and customs. It plays a
critical role in facilitating mass education and literacy.

Provincial Language Development: Gandhi emphasized that provincial languages could only reach their full
potential with linguistic reorganization. This informed the Congress party's political mobilization strategy, leading
them to reorganize their regional branches on a linguisticbasisin 1921.

EARLY RESISTANCE TO LINGUISTIC REORGANIZATION

Potential Challenges: The traumatic partition had left India grappling with serious administrative, economic, and
political issues. Leaders feared linguistic reorganization might further exacerbate these problems and amplify
regional rivalries, thereby threatening national unity.

Preserving National Unity: In the immediate aftermath of independence, national leaders prioritized the
consolidation of national unity.

Government Commissions: Both the Dhar Commission (1948) and the JVP committee (1948) advised against
creatinglinguistic states, citing concerns over national unity.

Political Opposition: Political leaders and parties from regions affected by linguistic reorganization often resisted
the proposed changes, fearing loss of influence or electoral advantage. This resistance was particularly strong in
areas where linguisticidentity was intertwined with political power structures.

Economic Considerations: Some regions feared economic repercussions from linguistic reorganization, such as
loss of access toresources or markets, disruption of trade routes, or changes in administrative priorities that could
affect development projects and investments.

Jawaharlal Nehru articulated this sentiment, stating, ‘First things must come first and the first thing is the
security and stability of India.

Dhar Commission, also known as the Linguistic Provinces Commission, was set up to provide recommendations
regarding the reorganization of states on the linguisticbasis.

According tothe commission, the reorganization mustbe based on administrative convenience rather than linguistic
considerations. It recommended some criterias like Geographical contiguity, administrative viability, Financial self-
reliance and Potential for development to be taken in consideration for the reorganization of states.

JVP Committee: It comprised Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, and Pattabhi Sitaramayya.They opposed
reorganization on the basis of language and supported SK Dhar’s views. It recommended that state reorganization
will be effective on the ground of economic prosperity, security and unity of nation.

Fazal Ali Commission: Major recommendations of the commission were to abolish princely states, C and D group
states should be merged into existing states and abolish the A, B, C system of states.




ESCALATION OF THE STRUGGLE FOR LINGUISTIC REORGANIZATION

¢ PottiSriramulu's Sacrifice: In 1952, freedom fighter Potti Sriramulu undertooka fast unto death demandinga
separate Andhrastate. His death triggered violent protests and demonstrations across Andhra.

¢ Government Concession: The government eventually acceded to the demand,and Andhra was established in
October 1953.

e State Reorganisation Commission (SRC): The government appointed the SRC in 1953 with Fazal Ali, K.M.
Panikkar, and H.N. Kunzru as its members.

¢ SRC Recommendations: The SRC endorsed the redrawing of boundaries based on linguistic lines, considering
administrative and economic factors.

o State Reorganisation Act: The Parliament passed the State Reorganisation Actin November 1956, paving the way
for 14 states and six centrallyadministered territories.

However, the linguistic principle was not applied uniformly, as seen in Punjab and Bombay. Maharashtra and Gujarat

were separated in 1960, and Punjab and Haryanain 1966.

Linguistic reorganization is widely considered a positive step towards national integration, as it didn't weaken the

federal structure or foster linguistic discrimination, instead strengthening national unity by creating homogeneous

political units. However, challenges persist, including boundary disputes, linguistic minority issues, and economic

disputes over resource sharing.

ISSUES PERTAINING TO LINGUISTIC MINORITIES AND SAFEGUARDS

o Constitutional Safeguards: Fundamental rights are provided to minorities to address their concerns, such as
Articles 30 and 347 which guarantee educational rights and official language recognition.

o Linguistic Minorities Commissioner: This official investigatesand reports on the implementation of safeguards
for linguisticminorities.

¢ Presence of Linguistic Minorities: Linguistic minorities remain prevalent within linguistically reorganized states.

o Enforcement Issues: Despite these measures, constitutional safeguards have not been adequately enforced,
leading to reported discrimination against linguistic minorities in education, employment in public services, and
more.

The ongoing discussion and policy considerations on these issues highlight the evolving complexities of India's

linguisticlandscape.

KEYWORDS: EnforcementIssues, Linguistic Minorities, Government Concession, Dhar Commission, JVP Committee,
security and stability of India, National Unity, Official Languages Act, linguistic diversity, State Reorganisation Act.

REGIONALISM IN INDIA

Regionalism emerges when the interests of a region or state are advanced in opposition to the nation or another
region/state, often leading to conflict. It can arise from various factors such as economic disparities, cultural
dominance, poor infrastructure,low social development, and political or administrative failures.
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Geographical Factors: Geographicisolation or distinctiveness, such as mountainous terrain or island geography,
can contribute to a sense of regional identity and solidarity among inhabitants.

Cultural Dominance: Minority language groups in a homogeneous linguistic state often face marginalization,
leading to dissatisfaction and fostering regionalist sentiments.

Sons of the Soil Doctrine: This theory posits that a state's resources belong exclusively to its local residents,
potentially promoting regionalist sentiments.

Lack of Infrastructure and Social Development: Inadequate infrastructure such as schools and hospitals, low
literacy rates, and high disease and mortality rates can also spur regional discontent..

Political and Administrative Failures: These can catalyse sub-regional movements for separate states. States such
as Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, and Telangana emerged as aresult of these failures.

CASES OF REGIONALISM IN INDIA
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. Fig: Aspirant States of India
Inter-State Disputes: These include boundary disputes

such as those involving Karnataka and Maharashtra over Belgaum, interstate water disputes over the Narmada,
Krishna and Cauvery rivers, and electricity sharing issues between Punjab and Delhi.

Regionalism in India, although a significant challenge, can also serve as a catalyst for addressing regional disparities
and demands. Recognizing and managing regional aspirations is key to maintaining national unity and fostering
inclusive development.

IMPACTS OF REGIONALISM

Regionalism, the political ideology focusing on the interests of a particular region or group of regions, can manifest

both constructive and destructive influences on a nation.
POSITIVEIMPACTS OF REGIONALISM

Promotion of Democratisation:

o The affirmation of regional identities helps tobring democracy closer tothe people.

o Regionalism can empower local communities by giving them a greater voice and autonomy in decision-making
processes that directly affect their lives. This can lead to more responsive and accountable governance at the
local level.



For example, the formation of the Tripura Tribal Autonomous District Council in 1985 has been instrumental

in preserving the tribal identity in the state while ensuring their political representation.

Balanced Regional Development:

o Many regional movements have emerged asreactions to perceived development disparities.

o These movements often demand more equitable distribution of resources, which can drive balanced regional
developmentand address the roots of regional discontent.

Role in Nation-building:

o Recognition of regional identity in terms of statehood or autonomy provides a sense of self-determination tothe
local people.

o Itcan bea powerful tool for fostering unity within diversity, reinforcing national identity while respecting local
differences.

NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF REGIONALISM

Fragmentation and Division: Regionalism can lead to the fragmentation of a country along linguistic, ethnic, or
cultural lines, creating divisions and fostering separatist movements. For example, the demand for a separate state
of Gorkhaland by the Gorkha community in Darjeeling district of West Bengal has led to political tensions and
periodic violence.

Economic Disparities: Regionalism may exacerbate economic disparities between regions, as resources,
investments, and development projects are concentrated in economically dominant regions tothe detriment of less
developed areas. For instance, the underdevelopment of the eastern regions of India, such as Bihar and Odisha,
compared to the more prosperous western and southern regions, has been attributed to historical neglect and
regional disparities.

Inter-Regional Conflicts: Regionalism can fuel inter-regional conflicts and rivalries over resources, territory, and
political power. For example, water disputes between states like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala over the sharing
of river waters have led to protracted legal battles, protests, and occasional violence.

Political Instability: Regionalist movements and demands for greater autonomy or independence can undermine
political stability and governance at the national level. For instance, separatist movements in states like Assam,
Nagaland, and Jammu and Kashmir have led to prolonged periods of political unrest, insurgency, and violence,
challenging the authority of the central government.

Ethnic and Communal Tensions: Regionalism based on linguistic or ethnic identities can exacerbate communal
tensions and conflicts, leading to polarization and violence between different communities. For example, the
demand for a separate state of Telangana in Andhra Pradesh led to protests and clashes between supporters and
opponents of the movement, often along ethniclines.

Administrative Complexity: Dividing a country into multiple administrative regions based on linguistic or cultural
criteria can lead to administrative complexity, duplication of efforts, and inefficiencies in governance. For example,
the creation of smaller states through linguistic reorganization in India has sometimes resulted in administrative
challenges and bureaucratichurdles.

Erosion of National Identity: Excessive focus on regional identities and aspirations can erode the sense of national
identity and unity, weakening allegiance to the nation-state and fostering separatist sentiments. For instance,
movements advocating for separate statehood or autonomy often prioritize regional interests over national unity,
leading to a sense of disunity and disintegration.

Economic Protectionism and Balkanization: Regionalism can lead to economic protectionism and the
balkanization of markets, hindering free trade and economic integration within the country. For example, the
imposition of interstate trade barriers and tariffs by regional governments can impede the flow of goods and
services, stifling economic growth and development

Obstacles in International Diplomacy:

o Regional interests can complicate national-level international diplomacy, such as when West Bengal blocked the
Teesta water sharing agreement with Bangladesh.
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THE PUNJAB CRISIS OF THE 1980S
ORIGINS OF THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENT

Emergence of Sikh Nationalism & Communalism: The Singh Sabha and Akali movements contributed to the
propagation of Sikh nationalism, particularly through Khalsa schools. The Akalis emphasized that politics and
religion in Sikhism were indivisible, leading to increased communal tensions.

Allegations of Discrimination: The Akalis claimed widespread discrimination against Sikhs.

Impact of the Partition: Partition led to significant sufferingand dislocation for the people of Punjab, amplifying
feelings of resentment and alienation.

The Anandpur Sahib Resolution: This resolution sought greater autonomy for Punjab, including the right to frame
its own constitution, intensifying the separatist discourse.

The Khalistan Movement: Led by figures such as Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, this movementadvocated areturn
to the Khalsa or a more orthodox form of Sikhism, escalating the demands for an independent Sikh state.

Role of External Actors: Pakistan played a significant role in stoking the separatist movement by providing
training, weaponry, ideological indoctrination, and safe havens for terrorists.

TERRORISM IN PUNJAB

Onset of Violence: Violence escalated with the targeted killing of the head of the Nirankari sectin April 1980.
Expanding Targets: From September 1983, terrorists extended their attacks toinclude Hindu civilians.

Economic Impact: Terrorist activities also involved widespread looting of banks, jewelry shops, and armories.
Bhindranwale's Occupation of Akal Takht: In December 1983, Bhindranwale tookrefuge in the Akal Takhtin the
Golden Temple, hoping to evade state action.

Aim of the Terrorists: The ultimate goal of the terrorists was todemonstrate the incapability of the Indian state to
govern Punjab, thereby justifying their demand for a separate state.

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE CRISIS

Initial Indecision: The Indian government initially responded to the crisis with indecisiveness, refusing to take
decisive action against terrorists for over three years.

Loss of Police Morale: The failure to act following the murder of DIG A.S. Atwal sowed confusion and lowered
morale among police forces in Punjab.

Operation Blue Star: In June 1984, the escalating crisis prompted the government to undertake a military
operation, code-named Operation Blue Star, to flush out terrorists from the Golden Temple.

Consequences of the Operation: Although the operation successfully eliminated many terrorists, including
Bhindranwale, it also resulted in significant collateral damage, including civilian casualties and severe damage to
the Akal Takht and Harmandir Sahib.

AFTERMATH OF THE CRISIS

Assassination of Indira Gandhi: Following Operation Blue Star, Indira Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh
bodyguards, triggering a nationwide crisis.

Anti-Sikh Riots: Indira Gandhi's assassination was followed by violent anti-Sikh riots, particularly in Delhi and
northern India, leading to significantloss of life.

Rajiv Gandhi and the Punjab Accord: Indira Gandhi's successor, Rajiv Gandhi, released many jailed leaders and
signed the Punjab Accord with H.S. Longowal in an attempttoresolve the Punjab crisis.



The Punjab Accord, also known as the Rajiv-Longowal Accord, was signed in July 1985 between Prime Minister

Rajiv Gandhi and Akali Dal leader Harchand Singh Longowal. It was aimed at promoting peace and stability in the

insurgency-ridden Punjab. The key provisions of the accord were:

¢ Transfer of Chandigarhto Punjab: The agreement involved the transfer of the Union Territory of Chandigarh to
Punjab. Inreturn, certain areas from Punjab were to be given to Haryana.

¢ Sharing of River Water: The accord addressed the contentious issue of sharing river water between Punjab and
its neighboring states. It envisaged the construction of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal to share the waters of
the Ravi and Beas rivers.

o These were part of the broader measures toaddress Punjab's political, economic, and social issues, aiming to end
the separatistviolence and restore normalcy in the state.

o Elections and Failure to Control Militancy: The Akali party emerged victorious in the elections of September
1985. However, they failed to control militancy, leading to the imposition of President's Rule in May 1987.

¢ Return to Normalcy: It was not until the tenure of Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao and a Congress government
in Punjab in 1992 that stern measures were taken to control militancy, resulting in Punjab being virtually freed of
terrorism by 1993.

The Punjab crisis of the 1980s was a pivotal event in post-independence Indian history. Its roots, the nature of the

crisis, the government's response, and the aftermath provide significant insights into the challenges of maintaining

unity in a diverse nation-state like India.

KEYWORDS: Militancy, Operation Blue Star, Anandpur Sahib Resolution, The Khalistan Movement, Nationalism &
Communalism, ideological indoctrination, Rajiv-Longowal Accord

THE KASHMIR ISSUE

HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE KASHMIR ISSUE

e Accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India: The princely state of Jammu and Kashmir acceded to India following the
signing of the Instrument of Accession by Maharaja Hari Singh in October 1947.

o Occupation of Kashmir by Pakistan: Simultaneously, a portion of the region was occupied by Pakistan, leading to the
division of Kashmir intotwo parts: one controlled by India and the other by Pakistan.

¢ Denial of Rights to Refugees: Western Pakistani refugees who fled to J&K in 1947 were denied basic rights and
identity in the region.

e Roleof Article 370 and 35A: Article 370 granted J&K a special status with its own constitution and flag, while Article
35A determined who could be a permanent resident of the state.

RISING TENSIONS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR

¢ Anti-India Protests and Militancy: The late 1980s saw an increase in anti-India protests and militancy in the
region, reachinga peakin 1989.

e Exodus of Kashmiri Pandits: Due to escalating violence, particularly targeted attacks against the Hindu
community, the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the valley occurred, displacing a significant population.

REVOCATION OF SPECIAL STATUS AND REORGANISATION OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

¢ Revocation of Article 370 and 35A: On August5, 2019, the President of India revoked the special status of &K,
effectively nullifying Article 370 and Article 35A.

¢ Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019: The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 was passed
by the Parliament, dividing J&K into two Union Territories: Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE REVOCATION

o Constitutional Changes: J&K lost its separate constitution, flag, and anthem, and laws passed by the Indian
Parliament are now applicable to the region, including the Right to Information Actand the Ind ian Penal Code.

o Political Changes: &K and Ladakh now have Lieutenant Governors,and the assembly term for J&K is set at five
years.



Socio-Economic Impact: [tisbelieved that the revocation of special status would lead to the inclusive development
of J&K and Ladakh, decline in insurgency, and economic growth due to increased avenues for investment.

The G20 summit being held in Srinagar after the revocation of Article 370 has significant implications,

showcasing the positive changes and progress in Jammu and Kashmir. Listed below are the points related to the G2 0

summit:

¢ Symbol of Progress: Srinagar hosting the G20 summit signifies the positive changes and stability achieved in
Jammu and Kashmir.

o Recognition of Indian Sovereignty: The participation of representatives from 20 countriesin the G20 summit
endorses India's sovereignty over Jammu and Kashmir.

¢ Boost to Global Investments: The summit attracts global investments for industrialization and infrastructural
development, fostering economic growth in the region.

¢ Cultural Showcasing: Jammu and Kashmir can showcase its rich heritage, culture, and tourism potential to the
world, attracting more visitors.

o Perception and Pride: The eventinstills a sense of pride and confidence among the people, signifying their ability
to contribute on global platforms.

CRITICISMS AND CHALLENGES

Constitutional Controversies: The manner in which Article 370 was revoked led to debates over its
constitutionality.

Violation of Federal Principles: The demotion of a state to the status of a Union Territory was seen as a blow to
the federal structure of India.

Judicial Interpretation: The Supreme Court of India had previously upheld the special status of J&K, leading to
controversies about the revocation.

International Implications: The revocation of J&K's special status had international implications, with concerns
raised about the potential escalation of tensions between India and Pakistan.

The Kashmir issue remains one of the most complex and contentious issues in South Asia, with implications for regional

stability, human rights, and India's federal structure.

KEYWORDS: Judicial Interpretation, Federal Principles, Cultural Showcasing, Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019, Exodus of Kashmiri Pandit, Instrument of Accession.

NORTHEASTERN STATES

Colonial History:

o Itwas from the 19th Century CE, during the British Raj, that the territories of this area came tobe recognised as
“North-EastIndia”. Prior tothis, all territories of the northeast existed as different kingdoms and were ruled by
differentkings and chiefs.

o After British annexation North-East India became a part of the Bengal.

[twaslater recognized as a separate province, Assam, in 1874.

o The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation of 1873 introduced a line system, aiming to protect minority
indigenous groups. This system led to problems for national integration post-independence.

e}

The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation of 1873 introduced a line system known as the Inner Line Permit
(ILP), which required non-tribal individuals to obtain permits to enter certain areas in the Northeast region. This
system aimed to protect the rights and interests of indigenous communities but created administrative and
integration challenges after independence.

Post-independence: At independence, the NE region comprised Assam plains, hill districts, NE frontier tracts, and
princely states of Manipur and Tripura. Sikkim, initially an Indian protectorate state, became a full-fledged Indian
statein 1975, through the Constitution (35th Amendment) Act.




o Itterminated Sikkim's protectorate status and conferred the status of an associate state of the Indian Union.
o Itisimportantto note thatSikkim's integration into India wasthrough a constitutional amendment and an
agreement between the Chogyal (monarch) of Sikkim and the Government of India.

Sikkim’s Merger with India:

o Atthetime of Independence, Sikkim was a ‘protectorate’ of India. [t meant that while it was not a part of India,
it was also not a fully sovereign country.

o Sikkim’s defense and foreign relations were looked after by India, while the power of internal administration
was with the Chogyal, Sikkim’s monarch.

e This arrangementran intodifficulty as the Chogyal was unable to deal with the democraticaspirations of the
people.

¢ The first democratic elections to the Sikkim assembly took place in 1974. The elections were sweptby the
Sikkim Congress which stood for greater integration with India.

e Theassembly first sought the status of ‘associate state’and then in April 1975 passed a resolution asking for full
integration with India.

o This was followed by areferendum that put a stamp of popularapproval on the assembly’s request.

e The Indian Parliament accepted thisrequestimmediately and Sikkim became the 22nd State of the Indian
Union. The merger enjoyed popular supportand never became a divisive issue in Sikkim'’s politics.

State Formation: Post-independence, demand for separate states in the region grew. In 1963, the Indian
government formed the separate state of Nagaland due tothe Indo-China war and growing insurgency. Other states
like Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, and Mizoram were created following the formation of
Nagaland.

e Mizoram’s Journey Towards Statehood (1987)

o The Mizo district in the Northeast, which had autonomy, faced a situation like Nagaland a few years later. Some
British officials supported secessionist demands there in 1947, but the young Mizo leaders did not back them
much and focused instead on making Mizo society more democratic, developing the economy and getting more
Mizos in the Assam legislature.

¢ Developments in the 1960s: But the Mizos were unhappy with the Assam government’s measures during the
1959 famine and the law in 1961 that made Assamese the state language. The Mizo National Front (MNF) was
formed with Laldenga as the leader. The MNF took part in elections but also made a military wing that got
weapons and training from East Pakistan and China.

o Attitude of the Government: In March 1966, the MNF declared their independence from India, started a military
revolt and attacked the army and people. The Government of India acted fast with immediate massive
counterinsurgency. The revolt was crushed and the government took back control in a few weeks, but some rebel
attacks still went on. Most of the tough Mizo leadersran away to East Pakistan.

e C(Creation of a Union Territory: In 1972, the Mizo leaders who were less extreme lowered their demand to a
separate state of Mizoram within India, sothe Mizo district of Assam was split from Assam and became Mizoram,
a Union Territory.

e Militant Groups: After the creation of Mizoram, multiple militant outfits were formed like People’s
Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK), Kangleipak Communist Party (KCP), and Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup
(KYKL), that demanded independent state of Manipur. The Naga movement spilled over into Manipur’s hill
districts with the NSCN-IM controlling most of it while pressing for “Nagalim” (Greater Nagaland), which is
perceived in the valley as a “threat” to Manipur’s “territorial integrity”.

¢ Developments in Late 1970s: The Mizo rebels became stronger again in the late 1970s but the Indian army
stopped them effectively. The Government of India, following Nehru’s policy for the tribal people, was ready to
bekind, give generous amnesty to the remaining rebels and talk for peace. They reached an agreementin 1986.




Creation of a state: Laldenga and the MNF gave up their violent underground activities, gave themselves and
their weapons to the Indian authorities, and joined the legal political system. The Government of India gave full

statehood to Mizoram, with full freedom for their culture, tradition, land laws, etc. As part of the deal, a
government with Laldenga as the Chief Minister was made in the new state of Mizoram in February 1987.

Arunachal Pradesh

Originally part of Assam at the time of independence, Arunachal Pradesh gained strategic significance due to its
proximity to China and the unsettled border. In 1972, it was elevated to the status of a Union Territory. Finally, the
State of Arunachal Pradesh Act, of 1986 paved the way for its attainment of full statehood in 1987.

Issues in NE region:

o Alienation due togeographical inaccessibility and broader racial differences with the rest of India.
o Ethnictensions with more than 50 ethnicrebel groups demanding autonomy or ethnichomeland.
o Inter-tribal conflicts, illegal migration, and youth unemployment.

Insurgency and Ethnic Tensions:

Illegal Migration and Citizenship:

Recent Ethnic Conflict in Manipur (May 2023):

The Northeastregion continues to face challenges related to ethnic tensions and insurgency, with several ethnic
rebel groups demanding autonomy or separate ethnichomelands.
Efforts towards conflict resolution and peacebuilding are ongoing, but the issue remains a concern.

The issue of illegal migration, particularly from neighboring countries, has been a significant concern in the
Northeast.

The National Register of Citizens (NRC) exercise in Assam and discussions surrounding the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) have sparked debates and raised questions about identity, indigenous rights, and
demographicchangesin the region.

Conflict Eruption: A violent ethnic clash broke out on May 3,2023,in Manipur, a northeastern state of India.
Involved Communities: The conflict involved the majority Meitei community residing in the Imphal Valley and
tribal groups, including the Kuki and Zo people, from the surrounding hills.

Casualties: The violence led to significant casualties, with over 70 individuals losing their lives and hundreds
sustaining injuries.

KEYWORDS: National Register of Citizens, Insurgency and Ethnic Tensions, The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation
of 1873, geographical inaccessibility, ethnic tensions, massive counterinsurgency, [llegal Migration

THE NAXALITEMOVEMENT
ORIGINS AND GROWTH:

Dissatisfaction among young CPM {Communist party of India (Marxist)} leaders with party policies led to a faction
forming the Naxalite movement.

Peasant uprising in Naxalbari, West Bengal, marked the beginning of the movement.

Rebel leaders expelled by CPM came to be known as Naxalites.

Many young people, especially college students, are drawn to the Naxalite movement.

FORMATION OF CPI(ML):

The Communist Party-Marxist Leninist (ML) formed in 1969 under Charu Mazumdar'sleadership.

CPI(ML) believed the Indian state was fascist and agrarian relations were still feudal, and that protracted guerrilla
warfare was needed for revolution.

Successful in forming armed peasant groupsin some areas and attacking rival CPI.



CHALLENGES AND DOWNFALL:

The movement failed toroot itsideology in rural India.

State repression led to splits within the movement.

Post-Maoleadership's rejection of Cultural revolution and Maoism in the 1960s and early 1970s contributed to the
movement's downfall.

National integration remains an ongoing process. While significant progress has been made in controlling secessionist

movements, there are still issues with militancy, terrorism, and left-wing extremism. Resolving inter-state conflicts
related to issues such as unresolved boundaries and water disputes is also crucial.

Naxalism, also known as left-wing extremism, is a challenge faced by India.

Urban Naxalism:

[t originated in the late 1960s and has evolved over the years. The Ministry of Home Affairs has classified
certainregions in India as affected by left-wing extremism.

According to past reports, Naxalism has witnessed a decline in recent years due to various initiatives by the
government, such as increased security operations, developmental programs, and surrender and rehabilitation
schemes for the Naxal cadres. However, pockets of Naxalism still persist in certain states, particularly in central
and eastern regions of the country.

The term "urban Naxalism" refers to the presence and activities of Naxalite sympathizers or supporters in urban
areas who work towards furthering the ideology of Naxalism. The term is often used to describe individuals or
groups involved in urban networks supporting or promoting Naxalite ideology, recruitment, or mobilization.

KEYWORDS: Urban Naxalism, Communist Party-Marxist Leninist, protracted guerrilla warfare, State repression,
left-wing extremism, Rehabilitation.

INTEGRATION OF TRIBALS

Integrating tribal communities into the broader national fabric | Avoidance of over
adminisTrafion

poses a considerable challenge, given their unique cultural identities
and relatively isolated dwellings.

Preservation Develo?men'r
of cultural wiThov
ISSUES FACED BY TRIBAL COMMUNITIES ldentity inTerference
¢ Erosion of Isolation: Colonial rule significantly altered tribal AdminisTrative Preservation of Tribal

lifestyles. Forest clearing for revenue generation brought in \ auTonomy relationship with nafure,

outsiders such as moneylenders, traders, and revenue farmers, disrupting tribal customs and ways of life.
Increased Indebtedness: The introduction of revenue farming often led to tribal communities falling into debt,
losing their lands to outsiders,and becoming sharecroppers on their ancestral lands.

Destruction of Culture: The presence of missionaries led to conversions among tribal communities, often
accompanied by the erosion of traditional arts, dances, and handicrafts.

Changed Relationship with Forests: Forest laws enacted by colonial authorities restricted traditional practices
like shifting cultivation and limited access to forest products, profoundly affecting tribal livelihoods reliant on these

resources.

Oppression by Government Officials: Due to lack of knowledge and resources, tribal communities often faced
exploitation and oppression at the hands of government officials.

INDIA'S TRIBAL POLICY
HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO TRIBAL POLICY

Isolationist Approach: This policy proposed limiting the interaction between tribal communities and external
society, preserving tribal cultures in their traditional form.



Assimilationist Approach: This policy aimed at complete integration of tribal communities into mainstream Indian

society, promoting participation in modern socio-economic and political life.
NEHRU'S INTEGRATION POLICY (TRIBAL PANCHSHEEL)
Rejecting both the Isolationist and Assimilationist approaches, Nehru suggested the Integration Policy, which promoted
integration while respecting tribal distinctiveness.
The key tenets of this approach were encapsulated in Nehru's Tribal Panchsheel:

Tribal Development: Development should be aligned with tribal culture and lifestyle.

Land and Forest Rights: Tribal rights to their traditional lands and forests must be respected.
Cultural Identity: Encouragement and preservation of tribal languages should be prioritised.
Administrative Autonomy: Tribal communities should be involved in the administration of their own regions.
Avoidance of Over-Administration: Administration oftribal areas should be effective, yet minimally intrusive.

CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS FOR TRIBALS

Educational & Cultural | Economic Safeguards Social Political Safeguards Service

Safeguards Safeguards

Art. 15(4): Provision for | Art. 244: Art. 23: Art. 164(1): Provision for | Under

advancement of other Administration and Prohibition | Tribal Affairs Ministersin | Art.16(4),

backward classes, control of Scheduled of human certain states. 16(4A),164(B),

including Scheduled Areas and Scheduled trafficking, | Art. 330 & 337: Art.335, and

Tribes (STs). Tribes in any State forced labor. | Reservation of seats for Art. 320(40):

Art. 29: Protectsinterests | other than those listed | Art. 24: STs in Lok Sabha and State | Various

of minorities, including under the Sixth Forbids Legislatures. provisions for

STs. Schedule. childlabour. | Art. 334: Ten-year period | the

Art. 46: Mandates special | Art. 275: Grantsin-aid for reservation (amended | safeguarding of

care for promoting to specified states (STs multiple times). STs in public

educational and economic | & SAs) under the Fifth Art. 243: Reservation of services.

interests of STs. and Sixth Schedules. seatsin Panchayats.

Art. 350 & 350A: Right Art. 371: Special

to conserve distinct provisions for the

language, script, or Northeastern States and

culture; instruction in Sikkim.

mother tongue.

CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES IN TRIBAL POLICY

Despite the constitutional safeguards and policy initiatives, tribal welfare and progress remain slow due to:

¢ Violation of Laws: Laws protecting tribal lands from transfer to non-tribals are often ignored. Activists and
researchershave pointed out that more than 2 lakh cases of tribal land alienation are pendingin courts.

¢ Resource Mismanagement: Allocated resources for tribal welfare are often unspent or spent ineffectively. The
Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) report 2018 highlighted that there is a huge underutilization of
funds allocated for tribal welfare.

o Weak Execution of Programs: The poor, indebted, and unemployed status of tribals is often a result of weak
execution of welfare schemes. As per the Niti Aayog report 2020, around 45% of tribal households are still below
the poverty line, much higher than the national average.

¢ Education Gap: Progress in education remains slow due tolanguage barriers and lack of cultural sensitivity in
curricula. Nearly half of the total children enrolled in schools in tribal areas — 48.2 per cent — drop out even



before they complete Class 8, with more boys leaving their education midway, the Tribal Development Report,
2022, released by anindependentbody set up by the Centre.
Policy Divergence: Conflicts between central and state government policies often hinder development.
Administration Insensitivity: There's often a lack of understanding and empathy for tribal issues among
administrative officers.

Industrialization & Urbanization: These processes frequently encroach upon tribal lands and forests, affecting
theirlivelihoods.

Class Differences: Class divisions within tribal societies often result in uneven distribution of development
benefits. For example, the benefits of government schemes are often enjoyed by the more well -off sections of the
tribal population.

KEYWORDS: Weak execution, education gap, class difference, Policy Divergence, Administration Insensitivity,
Resource Mismanagement, Administrative Autonomy, Tribal Panchsheel, Isolationist Approach, Assimilationist
Approach.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS

1. | The political and administrative reorganization of states and territories has been a continuous | 2022
ongoing process since the mid-nineteenth century. Discuss with examples. (250 words, 15 Marks)

2. | Assessthe main administrative issues and socio-cultural problems in the integration process of Indian | 2021
Princely States. (150 words, 10 Marks)

3. | Discuss whether formation of new states in recent times is beneficial or not for the economy of India? | 2016
(250 words, 15 Marks)

4. | Hasthe formation oflinguistic States strengthened the cause of Indian Unity? (200 words, 12.5marks) | 2016




FEATURES AND EVOLUTION OF POST-INDEPENDENCE INDIAN FOREIGN

It is in no spirit of pride or arrogance that we pursue our own independent policy. We would not do otherwise unless
we are false to everything India has stood for in the past and stands for today. We welcome association and friendship
with all and the flow of thought and ideas of all kinds, but we reserve the right to choose our own path. (Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, speaking in the Lok Sabha, September 15, 1955)

FEATURES OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICYPOST-INDEPENDENCE

Independence: Despite its economic challenges, India maintained an independent foreign policy, emphasizing
strategicautonomy in international relations.

Non-Alignment: India chose not to join any blocs after World War I1. Its non-alignment policy expanded beyond
neutrality, providing the liberty to assess each issue on its merit.

Decolonisation: Indiavocally opposed colonialism and supported former colonized nationsin their struggles.
Role in Democratizing International Relations: India's non-alignment policy catalyzed the democratization of
international relations, encouraging newly independent nations to uphold foreign policy independence.
Promotion of World Peace and Nuclear Disarmament: India consistently advocated world peace and nuclear
disarmament, as exemplified by its stance at the 1961 Belgrade meet.

Protection of Economic Interests: India's foreign policy also focused on safeguarding its economic interests,
establishing ties with countries from both blocs.

REASONSFOR INDIA'S PURSUIT OF INDEPENDENT FOREIGN POLICY

National Development Goals: As a newly independent nation, India focused on addressing domestic issues like
poverty, illiteracy, and food security, which necessitated anon-aligned stance.

Upholding Principles of the Freedom Struggle: The principles of non-violence, democratic values, and anti-
colonial struggle guided India'sindependent foreign policy.

Avoidance of Power Struggles: By remaining non-aligned, India avoided becoming a pawn in power struggles
between superpowers.

Active Role in Global Politics: India's independent foreign policy enabled it to play a proactive role in world
politics, supporting newly independent nations. Securing Cooperation from Both Blocs: India's non-alignment
facilitated economic cooperation from both Western and Soviet blocs, allowing it to receive technology and food aid.

Panchsheel Policy: Panchsheel, also known as the Five Principles
Peaceful  Mutual

of Peaceful Coexistence, is a fundamental element of India's CO-GX|ST6HC6 ReSpec
foreign policy. It emphasizes mutual respect for sovereignty and Noh-
territorial integrity, non-interference in internal affairs, equality Beneﬂ?s panChSheel AQQFGSSIOH

and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence. Non-Inferference
Gujral Doctrine: The Gujral Doctrine, named after former Prime
Minister [.K. Gujral, emphasizes building friendly relations with India's neighbors based on the principles of non-

reciprocity and non-interference. It encourages India to take proactive measures toassist its neighboring countries
without expecting anythingin return.

As India continues to evolve, its foreign policy is expected to adapt, reflecting the nation's changing priorities and a
dynamic international environment. Understanding the shifts and dimensions of India's foreign policy is key to
comprehendingitsrole in global politics and future strategic directions.

KEY WORDS: Decolonisation, Non-alignment, Democratizing International Relations, Multi-alignment, Idealism,
Realism, World Peace and Nuclear Disarmament, The Treaty of Friendship, Multipolar world, UN bodies, IMF, World
Bank, Panchsheel Policy, independence, Power Struggles, Gujral Doctrine, Western and Soviet blocs

POST-INDEPENDENCE: INDIA'SROLE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS



Post-independence, India adopted an active role in international affairs, affirming its position as a significant player on

the global stage.

International Events

India’s Role

The Korean War: Following World War 11, Korea split
into two parts - communist North Korea influenced by
the Soviet Union and South Korea under the Western
powers.

When North Korea invaded South Korea in 1950, India
supported the US, declaring North Korea as the aggressor.
When the US proposed a unified command in Korea, India
abstained from voting in the UN to deter external powers'
interference in the conflict. As the conflict escalated, with
China backing North Korea against the US forces, India
voted against a resolution in the UN declaring China as the
aggressor, as it perceived the US as the transgressor. A
formula proposed by India's Krishna Menon was accepted
toaddress the Korean issue, leading tothe establishment of
the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission with an
Indian, Gen Thimayya, as its chairman.

French Indochina Conflict: India played a significant
role in the French Indochina conflict, acting as a
mediator and overseer of conflict resolution. French
Indochina encompassed French colonial territories in
Southeast Asia, including Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.

India secured guarantees from China for the neutralization
of Cambodia and Laos in return for commitments from
Britain and France to prevent US bases in the region. As
Chairman of the International Control Commission, India
supervised the import of foreign armaments into these
regions.

Suez Canal Crisis

The Suez Canal crisis was a diplomatic and military
confrontation where India upheld Egypt's rights while
promoting peace and stability. In response to US and
Britain's pressure to renounce its non-alignment policy,
Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956. This move
was opposed by the canal's primary users, Britain and
France.

India supported Egypt, maintaining that the Suez Canal was
integral to Egypt as per the Constantinople Convention
(1888). India proposed a solution where Egypt retained
control over the canal with an advisory role for the users.
Despite peaceful proposals, Britain and France
orchestrated an attack on Egypt with Israel. Under UN
supervision, foreign troops withdrew from Egypt, with
Indian troops playing a significant role in the peacekeeping
force.

Hungary Uprising When the Soviet Union crushed the
rebellion in Hungary, which sought to escape the Soviet
bloc.

India did not officially condemn the action but
demonstrated its displeasure by not sending an
ambassador to Budapest for two years. The 1956
Hungarian Uprising witnessed India's subtle disapproval of
the Soviet Union's intervention.

The Congo Crisis

Following Congo's independence from Belgium, conflict
arose as the Katanga province, backed by Belgium,
declared independence.

After the murder of PM Lumumba, India demanded UN
intervention to end foreign troop presence, cease the civil
war, convene Parliament, and form a new government. The
UN Security Council adopted aresolution in 1961 to halt the
civil war, with Indian forces playing a key role in restoring
peace.




In conclusion, India's role in these international affairs reflects the country's commitment to peace, independence, non-
alignment, and pragmatic diplomacy, and its willingness to take a stand in global politics. These instances have paved
the way for India's continued and increasing influence in international affairs.

Repatriation Commission

KEYWORDS: Communist North Korea, congo crisis, Western powers, French Indo-China conflict, restoring peace,
International Control Commission, Suez Canal, Constantinople Convention, Pragmatic diplomacy, Neutral Nations

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SUPERPOWERS

USA: India sought friendship with the U.S for technology,
machinery, developmental aid, food, and moral support in
nation-building.

MAJOR IMPEDIMENTS DURING THE COLD WAR
INCLUDED:

¢ India'srecognition of Communist China.

e U.Ssupport to Pakistan.

~N

.

Significant
Agreements—

with The USA

— India US Civil Nuclear Deal )
— Bilateral Trade Agreement

— End User Verificafion Agreement
— India US HealTh IniTiaTives

— Knowledge IniTiafive on Agriculture

— Space Cooperalion
— India US Cyber framework )

o Differing stands on international issues like the Korean War and Goa's integration into India.

POSITIVES IN RELATIONSHIP:

o Relationsimproved notably during the Kennedy administration and after the Chinese attack on India.

e Economic ties grew with the U.S becoming a source of technology and machinery.

o People-to-people relations remained friendly.
PRESENT STATUS:

o Therelationship took a significant positive turn after the India-US civil nuclear deal.

e Multifaceted cooperation spanningareas like trade, defense and security, education, science and technology, civil
nuclear energy, space technology and applications, environment, and health.
o Cultural exchanges marked by student exchanges, tourism, and the contribution of the Indian diaspora in the U.S.

¢ Increasing cooperation in global issues like climate change and cybersecurity.

KEYWORDS: People-to-people, Nation-building, Multifaceted cooperation, Kennedy administration, cultural
exchanges, Civil nuclear energy, Space technology, strategic partnership, diaspora

RUSSIA (FORMERLY SOVIET UNION)
HISTORICAL RELATIONS:

o Initial coolness between India and Russia's relations was due to India's non-aligned stance and perceived ongoing

imperialistinfluence.

o Warmth grew over time, with the USSR providing key support during the Korean War crisis, the integration of Goa,

and the China-India war.

o USSR played a crucial role in India's economic development, aiding in the establishment of steel plants in Bhilai and

Bokaro.

Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and Cooperation between India and the USSR:
o Signing of the Treaty (1971): The Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and Cooperation was signed by India and the
USSR on August 9, 1971. This marked a significant shift in the Cold War alignments and a deepening of relations

between the two countries.

o Strategic Partnership: The treaty was not just a friendship agreement but a strategic one. It had a clause that
obligated both parties to consult each other in case of an attack or threat by a third party, providing a security
umbrella especially significant for India in the context of its strained relations with neighboring countries.

¢ Economic and Technical Cooperation: The treaty also called for cooperation in economic, scientific, technical,
and cultural fields. The USSR played a crucial role in India's economic development during this period, including

the establishment of major industrial projects.




¢ Duration and Renewals: The Treaty, originally signed for 20 years, was extended for another 20 years in 1991
shortly before the dissolution of the Soviet Union. After that, Russia, as the successor state to the USSR, has
continued to maintain friendly relations with India, though the specific terms of the treaty no longer apply.

PRESENT STATUS:

Strategic Partnership: India and Russia maintain a longstanding strategic partnership that encompasses various
sectors such as defense, energy, space, and technology.

Defense Cooperation: Defense cooperation remains a cornerstone of the bilateral relationship. India is a significant
importer of Russian military hardware, induding aircraft, tanks, missiles, and submarines. The two countries engage
in joint military exercises, technology transfers, and collaborative defense projects.

Energy Collaboration: India and Russia have been exploring opportunities for energy collaboration, particularly
in the oil and gas sector. Russia is a major supplier of crude oil to India, and both countries have discussed the
possibility of enhancing cooperation in nuclear energy.

Regional and Global Diplomacy: India and Russia often coordinate their positions on regional and global issues in
multilateral forums such as the United Nations, BRICS, and SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation).

Economic Engagement: Efforts have been made toboost trade and investment, although the economic relationship

has not reached its full potential compared to other aspects of the partnership.

KEYWORDS: Energy Collaboration, Economic Engagement, Strategic Partnership, Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and
Cooperation, Global Diplomacy.

RELATIONSHIP WITH NEIGHBORS

NEPAL:
Historical Relations:

The Treaty of Peace and Friendship in 1950 between Nepal and India.
The treaty ensured Nepal's sovereignty and joint responsibility for each other's security.

The Treaty of Peace and Friendship between India and Nepal was signed in 1950, establishing a close strategic
relationship between the two nations. The treaty allows for free movement of people and goods between the two
nations and a close tie on foreign affairs. Nepalese citizens avail facilities and opportunities on par with Indian
citizens in accordance with the provisions of the Treaty. Nearly 8 million Nepalese citizens live and work in India.

Present Status:

Increasing influence of China, notably through the Belt and Road Initiative.

Nepal's controversial claim over Indian territories of Limpiyadhura, Kalapani, and Lipulekh.
India's diplomatic engagement for resolution of border disputes.

Vaccine diplomacy and investment in infrastructure by India.

e Mahakali Treaty (1996): A bilateral agreement for the shared utilization of waters from the Mahakali river.

e Motor Vehicle Agreement (2014): Aims at allowing bus service between the two countries to boost
connectivity and tourism.

e Long-Term Power Trade Agreement: Indiaand Nepal signed an Agreement, targeting the importof 10,000
MW of electricity from Nepal in the coming years.

o Treaty of Transit, that will give Nepal access to India’s inland waterways, boosting supply chain resilience.

¢ Joint Military Exercise Surya Kiran’ is conducted alternately in Nepal and India.

KEYWORDS: Mahakali Treaty, Motor Vehicle Agreement, Power Trade Agreement, Vaccine diplomacy, Treaty of
Peace and Friendship, Surya Kiran, Beltand Road Initiative.




BHUTAN

HISTORICAL RELATIONS:

¢ India-Bhutan relations established in 1968, diplomatically, with the establishment of a special office of India in
Thimphu.

¢ India-Bhutan Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation signed in 1949 and revised in February 2007.

o Sincetheearly 1960s, India has been extending economic assistance to Bhutan’s development.

PRESENT STATUS:

e Mutually beneficial hydro-power cooperation in projects such as 720 MW Mangdechhu.

¢ The Ground Earth Station of ISRO for utilization of the South Asian Satellite.

¢ Bhutanactsasa buffer between India and China.

¢ IndiaBhutan Agreementon Trade, Commerce and Transit establishesa free trade regime and also provides for
duty free transit of Bhutanese exports to third countries.

CHALLENGES:

¢ Normalizing Bhutan and China Relations: For China, diplomaticrelations and dispute resolution with Bhutan is
crucial for its status as an Asian power, and for improving its offensive position vis-a-vis India.

¢ Security Concerns: Security concerns for India at trijunction near the crucial Siliguri Corridor that connects India’s
North East with the rest of the country.

¢ Bhutan may Join Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): India’s reservations about the BRI and itsimpact on the region,
particularly in terms of sovereignty and debt implications, could cause friction given Bhutan'’s strategiclocation.

Bhutan King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck in November, began an eight-day visit to India, a trip that comes amid

renewed push by Bhutan and China for an early settlement of their boundary dispute. As Bhutan’s King embarks on an

eight-day visit to India amid evolving regional dynamics, sustaining and enhancing the multifaceted ties between the

two nations becomes pivotal, necessitating diplomatic finesse, strengthened security cooperation, and continued

economic diversification efforts.

KEYWORDS: Agreement on Trade, Commerce and Transit, Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation, Siliguri Corridor,
Beltand Road Initiative (BRI), buffer state.

MYANMAR (BURMA)

HISTORICAL RELATIONS:

¢ Indiaand Myanmar signed a Treaty of Friendshipin 1951.

o The visit of the then Prime Minister in 1987 laid the foundations for a stronger relationship between India and
Myanmar.

¢ Amicable settlement ofissuesrelating to Indian settlers and long uncharted territory.

e [nvestmentininfrastructure and connectivity projects.

PRESENT STATUS:

e Myanmar's strategicimportance to India.

¢ Challenges presented by the Rohingya crisis and recent military coup.

AGREEMENTS AND AREAS OF COOPERATION:

¢ Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project: Aninfrastructure projectto connect Indian mainland with its
north-eastern states via Myanmar.

¢ India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway: A highway project to boost connectivity and foster trade and
cultural exchanges.

CHALLENGES:

o Political Instability: The recent military coup in Myanmar hasled to political instability, affecting bilateral ties and
regional security.



¢ Rohingya Refugee Crisis: The humanitarian crisis resulting from the displacementofthe Rohingya population has
posed challengesin terms of regional stability and human rightsissues.

Free Movement Regime: It permits every member of the hill tribes, who is either a citizen of India or a citizen of
Myanmar and who is a resident of any area within 16 km on either side of the border, to cross over on production

of a border pass with one-year validity and can stay up to two weeks —without visa restrictions.

India and Myanmar share a historical relationship marked by the settlement of issues related to Indian settlers and
uncharted territories. India has invested in infrastructure and connectivity projects such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project and the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway. Presently, Myanmar holds strategic
importance for India, but the relationship faces challenges, such as political instability following the recent military
coup and the ongoing Rohingya refugee crisis.

KEYWORDS: FREE MOVEMENT REGIME, Political Instability, Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project,
Trilateral Highway, Amicable settlement.

MALDIVES

HISTORICAL LINKS

India-Maldives Relations: India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and commercial links rooted

in antiquity and enjoy close, cordial, and multi-dimensional relations.

Recognition and Diplomatic Relations: India was among the first to recognize Maldives after its independence in

1965 and to establish diplomaticrelations with the country.

High Commission: India established its missionin 1972 and resident High Commissioner in 1980. Maldives opened a

full-fledged High Commission in New Delhiin November 2004.

PRESENT STATUS:

o Strategic Importance: Maldives is an important partner for India, as it is strategically located with respect to key
international shippinglanes in the Indian Ocean which ensure uninterrupted energy supplies to countries like India,
China, and Japan.

e Maldives is geographically positioned like a ‘toll gate’ between the western Indian Ocean chokepoints of the
Gulf of Aden and the Strait of Hormuz on the one hand, and the eastern Indian Ocean chokepoint of the Strait of
Malacca on the other.

¢ India’s Role as Net Security Provider: As the pre-eminent South Asian power and a ‘net security provider’ in the
Indian Ocean region, India needs to cooperate with Maldives in security and defense sectors.

o Cooperation in Regional Groupings: Maldives is also a member of South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) and itis important for India tohave Maldives on board to maintain its leadership in the region.
For instance, Maldives was reluctant to follow India’s call for boycott of the SAARC summit in Pakistan after the Uri
attack.

¢ Ensuring Safety and Security of Indian Diaspora: Indian expatriate community in the Maldives has an
approximate strength of 27,000 living peacefully with Maldivians and other expatriates, with no major issues being
faced by them.

WAY FORWARD

o For Maldives: India remains a critical economic and security anchor in the region which makes it imperative that
mutual sensitivities are respected. To further strengthen the ties the new government has to let go of an anti-India
stance by lowering China’s growing influence in South- Asia.

e For India: Indian diplomacy could be flexible enough to engage multiple actors in the neighboring countries,
including Maldives. This would help in engaging with whoever is in power rather than engaging only those in power.
The trending hashtag “boycott Maldives” is self-defeating as China is well-positioned in Maldives to take advantage
from this situation. Further, boycotting Maldives in any form will only reduce India’s leverage in the islands. Thus
India should ensure a firm but patient engagement with Maldives.



What is Operation Cactus?
Operation Cactus was amission led by Indian Armed Forces in the Maldives in 1988, in which it prevented a coup
attempt. The coup attempt was against the Maldivian Government headed by President Abdul Gayoom.

Hydrography Pact:

The Prime Minister of India traveled tothe Maldives for a State Visit in 2019, and various MoUs were signed during
the visit, including one for Cooperation in the Field of Hydrography between the Indian Navy and the Maldives
National Defence Force (MNDF).Hydrographic Surveys: They help tomap out water depth, the shape of the seafloor
and coastline, the location of possible obstructions, and physical features of water bodies to ensure the efficiency
and safety of maritime transportation

KEYWORDS: Operation Cactus, Hydrography Pact, Strategic Importance, chokepoints, Indian Diaspora, South
Asian power, net security provider.

PAKISTAN
HISTORICAL RELATIONS:

Complex relationship despite cultural, geographical, linguistic and economic ties.
Partition-associated violence and displacement.
Various wars over Kashmir and other territorial disputes.

WAR OF 1965:

Pakistan's occupation of Rann of Kutch and subsequent international arbitration.

Undeclared war by Pakistan in Kashmir, Pakistani infiltrators were pushed inside the (erstwhile) state under what
was known as Operation Gibraltar.

India's aggressive response and territorial gain.

Ceasefire under UN pressure and Tashkent Agreement.

Restored pride for India butloss of strategiclocations.

Tashkent Agreement (1966):

o Territorial Restoration: Itled to the return of the territories captured by both sides during the war, including
strategiclocations captured by India.

o Ceasefire and Troop Withdrawal: The agreement, signed in the aftermath of the Indo-Pak War of 1965,
mandated a ceasefire and withdrawal of troops to pre-war positions.

o Peaceful Settlement: The agreement also affirmed both parties' commitment to peaceful coexistence and
settlement of disputes through peaceful means.

¢ Restoration of Economic and Diplomatic Relations: The agreement called for the resumption of diplomatic
and economic relations between India and Pakistan, which had been severed during the conflict.

¢ No Concrete Solution: Despite these measures, the agreement didnot address the underlying issues, particularly
the dispute over Kashmir, leaving a potential for future conflicts.

WAR OF 1971-72:

War triggered by the conflict between Eastand West Pakistan.
Suppression of demonstrations in East Pakistan leading torefugee influx in India.
India's intervention led to the creation of Bangladesh.



Shimla Agreement (1972):

¢ Line of Control: Itled to the formal establishment of the Line of Control (LoC) inJammu and Kashmir, which
was intended to maintain peace and tranquility until a final settlement of the Kash mirissue.

o Bilateral Solution: The agreement emphasized thatboth India and Pakistan would resolve their differences by
peaceful means through bilateral negotiations, reducing dependence on third -party mediation.

o Respect forSovereignty: The treaty reinforced the respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty,
aiming to prevent any future military conflicts.

o Prisoner of War: Under the agreement, both countries committed to exchange prisoners of war.

¢ Promotion of Friendly Relations: The agreement called for stepsto be taken towardsthe normalization of
relations and the promotion of friendly exchanges between the two countries.

o Despite these positive measures, the Shimla Agreement, like the Tashkent Agreement, did not provide a

permanent solution to the Indo-Pak dispute over Kashmir, and tensions have persisted.

KARGIL WAR OF 1999
e Onset: The conflict began when Pakistani forces invaded and took control of strategic locations on the Indian side
of the Line of Control (LoC).
¢ Outcome: Through a counter-offensive, India regained control of these territories, pushing back the Pakistani forces
to their original positions along the LoC.
¢ Implications of the war
o First Post-Nuclear War: This was the first major conflict between India and Pakistan after both
countries had tested nuclear weapons.
o Global Involvement: The war underscored the risk of nuclear escalation, leading to the intervention
of global powers. Specifically, President Bill Clinton of the United States pressured Pakistan to retreat.
PRESENT STATUS
¢ Ongoing Conflicts: The 21st century has witnessed numerous conflicts, often by proxy, instigated by Pakistan. A
notable incident is the Pulwama terrorist attack in 2019, which resulted in the death of 40 CRPF personnel.
o Efforts towards Peace: In February 2021, India and Pakistan issued a joint statement for the first time in several
years, declaring that they would uphold the 2003 ceasefire agreementalong the LoC.

India's Policy:

International Isolation: India has been persistent in its efforts to isolate Pakistan internationally. Highlighting
Pakistan's alleged role in supporting cross-border terrorism, India has consistently worked to erode international
support for Pakistan and has pushed for it to be placed on international financial blacklists.

Terror and Talks Cannot Go Together: India has maintained a strong stance that constructive dialogue cannot
take place aslong as Pakistan continues toallow its territory tobe used for terrorist activities directed against India.
This policy has largely guided the trajectory of India-Pakistan relationsin recent years.

The 21st century has witnessed ongoing conflicts between India and Pakistan, often instigated by Pakistan and carried
out by proxy, such as the Pulwama terrorist attack in 2019 that resulted in the death of 40 CRPF personnel. Amid
these hostilities, there have been efforts towards peace. Notably, in February 2021, India and P akistan issued a
joint statement to uphold the 2003 ceasefire agreement along the Line of Control (LoC). However, India
maintains its policy of international isolation of Pakistan due to its alleged support for cross-border terrorism.
Additionally, India's stance remains firm that meaningful talks and terrorist activities cannot go together, shaping the
dynamics of the Indo-Pak relationship.

KEYWORDS: International Isolation, Terror and Talks Cannot Go Together, Line of Control, Tashkent Agreement,
Shimla Agreement, Pulwama terrorist attack




CHINA

o Initial Friendship Policy: Despite recognizing that a powerful China could potentially be expansionist, India opted
to pursue a friendship policy to avoid a two-front war with both Pakistan and China.

¢ Mutual Recognition: India became the first non-socialist country to recognize China, and in 1954, India
acknowledged China's sovereignty over Tibetas part of the Panchsheel Agreement.

¢ Tensions: The asylum granted by Indiato the Dalai Lama in 1959 triggered border skirmishes and heightened
tensions between the two nations.

CHINESE AGGRESSION OF 1962

e Onset: The conflict began with a Chinese attack on Thagla Ridge in September 1962, followed by a significant
militaryincursion into the North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA) region in October.

¢ Outcome: After capturing several Indian posts, the Chinese army declared a unilateral withdrawal.

IMPACT OF THE WAR

o National Pride: The conflict inflicted a severe blow to India's national pride and had profound political
repercussions.

o Foreign Policy: The 1962 war also exposed the limitations of India's non-alignment policy, leading to a
reorientation towards closer relations with Western powers, particularly the United States.

PRESENT STATUS

¢ Ongoing Disputes: Despite efforts towards reconciliation, the relationship between India and China remains
strained due to territorial disputes, such as the ongoing stand -off in the Galwan Valley.

Current Issues Between India and China:

e Security Concerns: The Chinese-led Belt and Road Initiative, particularly the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) which passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and China's growing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific
region, are seen as major security concerns by India.

o Doklam Standoff: The 2017 Doklam standoff, triggered by Chinese road construction in an area claimed by both
China and Bhutan, a close ally of India, hasadded to the tension.

e Galwan Valley Clash: The 2020 clash in the Galwan Valley, part of the disputed Aksai Chin region, led to the first
military casualties in the India-China border conflictin more than four decades, heightening tensions.

KEYWORDS: Doklam Standoff, BRI, Panchsheel Agreement, Galwan Valley Clash, North-EastFrontier Agency

SRI-LANKA

o Tamil Issue: The main focal point of India-Sri Lanka relations hasbeen the issue of Sri Lankan Tamils.

¢ Tamil Exodus: The conflict escalated in 1983 when thousands of Tamils from Sri Lanka sought refuge in Tamil
Nadu, India, following severe repression by the Sri Lankan government against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

o Rajiv Gandhi-Jayawardene Accord: In 1987, this accord promised a single province with considerable autonomy
for Tamils, but the lack of consultation with the LTTE led to violent confrontations between the Indian army and
Tamil guerrillas.

Operation Pawan (1987-1990):

This was the codename assigned to the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) mission to take control of the Jaffna
Peninsula from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as part of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. It was intended
to establish peace and to create an environment for the implementation of the Accord. However, it led to violent
confrontations with the LTTE, markinga significant moment in India-Sri Lanka relations.




THE AFTERMATH

Diminished Support: The assassination of Rajiv Gandhi by an LTTE suicide bomberin 1991 eroded support for the
Tamil cause in Tamil Nadu.

LTTE's Defeat: The LTTE was eventually defeated in 2009, bringing an end to a long and violent chapter in Sri
Lanka's history.

PRESENT STATUS

Ongoing Challenges: CurrentIndia-SriLankarelationsare influenced by several issues including the influence of
Chinain Sri Lanka, the ongoing fishermen dispute, and the UNHRC resolution against Sri Lanka.

Recent Developments:

e Economic development projectsin Trincomalee district of Sri Lanka

o Cooperation in the field of renewable energy.

e Unified Payments Interface (UPI) application acceptance in Sri Lanka.

e Energy permit for Sampur Solar Power Project.

e India helped Sri Lanka in the debt crisis by providing grants and backing IMF deals for economic
restructuring.

e Katchatheevu Island in the news: Katchatheevu is an uninhabited island that remained disputed until
1974 when Sri Lanka and India recognised it as the former's territory.

KEYWORDS: Sampur Solar Power Project, Katchatheevu Island, Operation Pawan, Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,

Indian Peace Keeping Force, debt crisis.

EVOLUTION OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY

India’s foreign policy has evolved in accordance with shifts in the global political and social order, and can be divided
into three key phases:

PHASE 1-1947 TO 1991: NON-ALIGNMENT

Inthe aftermath of the World Wars, global politics was largely divided between two superpowers: the USA and the
USSR. The creation of the United Nations, led by the victorious allies from World War II, marked a new era in
international cooperation and diplomacy. The global economic system was primarily under the influence of the USA
and its European allies through Bretton Woods Institutions like the World Bank and the IMF.

Non-alignment: In response to this polarized international scenario, India adopted the policy of non-alignment,
strategically avoiding alignment with either superpower while seeking support from both camps.

PHASE 2 - 1991 TO 2008: MULTI-ALIGNMENT

The dissolution of the USSR and the balance of payments crisis in India signified a shift in global power structures.
The US emerged as the predominant political, economic, and military power, with other regional powers coming to
the forefront.

From Non-alignment to Multi-alignment: In response to these changes, India transitioned from non-alignment to
multi-alignment, maintaining diplomaticrelations with multiple countries and power blocs.

Liberalization: India embarked on the path of economic liberalization, opening up to globalization and emphasizing
relationships with immediate neighbors.

PHASE 3 - 2008 TO PRESENT TIMES

The sub-prime crisis in the US led to a worldwide economic downturn, affecting both advanced and emerging
economies. While the US retained its dominance, its share of global influence began shifting towards China and other
rising powers. The rise of multiple influential players such as the EU, ASEAN, Russia, Japan, BRICS, etc. has
accelerated, marking a shift towards a more multipolar world order.

Focus on Economic Diplomacy: India's foreign policy expanded beyond its immediate neighborhood, with a focus
on economic diplomacy and fostering relations with Africa and Latin America.



Initial Foreign Policy: 1947-1964

¢ Emergence of NAM: NAM emerged when the globallandscape became sharply divided into two adversarial
blocs led by the United States and its Western allies on one side and the Soviet Union on the other.

e Three values dominated the foreign politics of India during the initial phase, under Nehru who was also

the Foreign Minister of independent India: Anti-imperialist, Anti-fascist& Accommodative.

Foreign Policy from 1964 to 1977

Foreign Policy During Lal Bahadur Shastri:

e October 1964, Cairo Declaration (NAM) affirmed that the principles of non-alignment were becoming a dynamic
force for peace and welfare globally.

Sirimavo-Shastri Pact

o The Sirimavo-Shastri Pact, signed in October 1964, aimed toresolve the issue of stateless persons in Ceylon (Sri
Lanka). [tidentified 975,000 individuals, of which 525,000 were tobe repatriated to India, 300,000 were granted

Sri Lankan citizenship over 15 years, and the fate of the remaining 150,000 was left for future determination.
Foreign Policy During Indira Gandhi Regime:

Indo-US Relations

o Strained Relations under Nixon (1971) Bangladesh Liberation War: Nixon favored Pakistan, leading to criticism
from India. Nixon ordered a complete stoppage of economic assistance and supply of defense equipment to India
due to itsinvolvementin the Bangladesh crisis.

Indo-Soviet Relations

e The Indo-Soviet relationship during Indira Gandhi’s rule was characterized by strategic considerations,
especially in the context of regional geopolitics.

o The Treaty of Friendship and the Soviet support during critical moments played a significant role in shaping this
partnership.

Arab-Muslim States Dilemma in 1971

¢ Indo-Pak War Impact: The Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 put Arab and Muslim states in a dilemma as both India
and Pakistan were friendly to the Arabs.

e Indo-Iranian Relations Stumbling Blockin 1971 War

Foreign Policy During Janata Government

No guns but only brotherhood can resolve the problems. - Atal Bihari Vajpayee Vajpayee, he initiated diplomatic

efforts with China shortly after the Janata Party government was established in 1977.1n 1979, Atal Bihari Vajpayee

visited China, and it helped improve relations after the tension from the 1962 war.

Rajiv Gandhi’s Foreign Policy:

Neighborhood Policy

e Rajiv Gandhi’s foreign policy consistently adopted a dual-pronged approach towards neighboring
countries. Firstly, the approach expeditiously provided assistance when neighboring countries sought
support, creating a sense of reassurance while safeguarding India’s interests. Secondly, policies were
formulated to nurture strong bonds between the neighboring nations and New Delhi.

e Inthe context of the Cold War and U.S. containment strategy, Rajiv Gandhi sought to improve India-U.S.
relations, recognizing the need to mitigate the perception of India as the Soviet Union’s ally. His visit to the
U.S.in June 1985 was considered a potential catalyst for enhanced cooperation. During his speech to the
Joint Session of the U.S. Rajiv expressed optimism about fostering greater understanding between the two
nations.

Foreign Policies During 1990’s Period

Foreign Policy of P.V. Narasimha Rao Government




e P.V. Narasimha Rao, recognizing the need for economic reforms and understanding the importance of
Western support, especially from the United States, Rao laid the groundwork for the revival of the U.S.-
India ties. He established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992, a move unprecedented by any
previous Prime Minister. Simultaneously, he reached out to Iran, marking the first visitby an Indian Prime
Minister since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Gujral Doctrine

e During Gujral’s second tenure as External Affairs Minister, he mapped out his approach towards India’s
neighbors, which later came to be known as the Gujral Doctrine and consisted of five basic principles.
India Shining: 1991-2003

e The Shift in Policy (Look East policy and ASEAN) The Indian government’s Look East strategy signaled a
strategic shift in the country’s global viewpoint. It was created and legislated during Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao’s (1991-1996) government and was vigorously pursued by Atal Bihari Vajpayee
administration(1998-2004).

The Resurgence of Old Guards: 2004-2014

e Neighbourhood First Policy The concept of the Neighbourhood First Policy came into being in 2008. It
was conceived to bolster relations with certain priority countries such as Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

e In 2006, Brazil, Russia, India and China created the “BRIC” group. South Africa joined in 2010, making it
“BRICS”. The group was designed to bring together the world’s most important developing countries, to
challenge the political and economic power of the wealthier nations of North America and Western
Europe.

The New India: 2014 and Beyond

o India’s foreign policy and diplomacy post-2014 have been characterized by a proactive and pragmatic
approach to enhance its global and regional influence, as well as to address the emerging challenges and
opportunities in the changing international order.

e The country renewed focus on enhancing India’s global stature through initiatives like the Act East Policy,
QUAD, 12U2, and the successful hosting of international events like the 2018 International Solar Alliance
Summit and G20 Summit. Despite facing challenges, India’s resilience and determination to achieve
progress have been evident. As India continues its journey towards becoming a leading global power, the
developments of this decade serve as a testament to the country’s potential and promise for the future.

Strategic Autonomy and Geopolitical Engagement:

e Strategic Autonomy: India continues to maintain its policy of strategic autonomy in international
relations, ensuring it doesn't become excessively aligned or dependent on any single major power.

e Act East Policy: A significant shift in India's foreign policy was the 'Look East' policy, later upgraded to
the "Act East' policy, reflecting a more proactive and engaged approach towards Southeast Asia and East
Asia to strengthen economic and strategic relations.

e Active Rolein Geopolitics: India has taken an active role in geopolitical platforms such asthe Indo-Pacific
and the Quad (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue), which includes the US, Japan, and Australia. This reflects
India's commitment to a rules-based international order and to ensuring freedom of navigation and
overflightin the Indo-Pacific region.

Present Status: Atthe 2019 Raisina Dialogue, Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale stated that India has moved on from
its non-aligned pastand has become an 'aligned’ state on issue-based alliances.



INDIAN ECONOMY IN POST-INDEPENDENT INDIA

During British Period, “India was the brightest jewel in the British Crown.” According to Angus Maddison, India’s share
of World GDP fell from 24.4% in 1700 to 4.2% in 1950.

ASPIRATIONS FORTHE INDEPENDENT INDIA

“No country, developed, under-developed or over-developed, has such a wealth of information about its people as

India.” - Edwards Deming

Karachi Session (1931): Congress in its Karachi session favored development and state ownership of large -scale
industries and services like mineral resources, shipping, and railways for independent India.

Gandhiji's Views on the Economy: Gandhiji also supported the state control of large-scale industries. He opposed
the displacement of human labor by machines. Just like Nehru, he also favored scientific inventions that would
benefitall.

Nationalist opinion: Many nationalists like Dadabhai Naoroji, Tilak, Gandhiji and Nehru saw foreign capital as a
means of underdevelopment. They saw it as a means of suppression for indigenous capital and made its future
growth difficult.

In 1944, the Plan of Economic D evelopment for India, also known as the Bombay Plan was authored by Indian
business leaders. The plan favored business support to the public sector and saw planning as an instr ument of
promoting independent capitalism.

SETTING THE ECONOMICFOUNDATION (1947-1991)

A Mixed Economy: The Indian leadership opted for a balanced approach. They adopted the concept of a mixed
economy as delineated by the Industrial Policy Resolution of 1948. This policy reflected the ideas proposed by
influential industrialists like J.R.D Tata and G.D. Birla in the Bombay Plan, advocating for a substantial public sector
complemented by state regulations to safeguard indigenousindustries.

Early Struggles and D ecisions: Atthe time of independence, India's share in global income had drastically reduced
from 22.6% in 1700 to 3.8% in 1952. The question was whether to adopt a liberal-capitalist model, like the United
States and Europe, or a socialist model as in the Soviet Union.

Planning Commission and the First Five-Year Plan: India established the Planning Commission in 1950 to
develop and implement comprehensive five-year plans, inspired by the Soviet model. The first of these plans,
launched in 1951, was grounded on the Harrod-Domar model and prioritized agriculture and irrigation to improve
domestic food production and reduce import dependency.

Influence of Lenin's Economic Policy on India's Economic Foundation:

¢ Planned Economy: Lenin's policy of a planned economy influenced India's decision to establish the Planning
Commission in 1950. This body was responsible for formulating five-year plans, mirroring the Soviet Union's
approach to economic planning.

¢ State Control: Just as Lenin advocated for state control over key sectors of the economy, the Industrial Policy
Resolution of 1948 in India delineated a substantial role for the public sector, along with regulations to protect
indigenousindustries.

e Balanced Approach: Like Lenin's New Economic Policy, which allowed some degree of private enterprise
alongside state control, India also opted for a mixed economy model, thus combining features of both socialism
and capitalism.

Industrial Policies: India formulated several Industrial Policies during this phase, which classified industries into
categories based on their strategicimportance, and defined the roles of publicand private sectors in each. These



policies embodied the spirit of 'swadeshi' or self-reliance and sought to provide the impetus for industrial
development.

LIBERALIZATION, PRIVATIZATION, AND GLOBALIZATION (1991-PRESENT)

In 1991, India embarked on a new economic journey, transitioning from a controlled economy to a market-oriented

one. This change was triggered by the Balance of Payments crisis, which led to structural reforms known as

Liberalisation, Privatization, and Globalization (LPG).

o Economic Liberalisation: This involved reducing state controls on economic activities to encourage private sector
participation. The License Raj system, characterised by an intricate web oflicences and regulations, was dismantled,
paving the way for industrial growth.

o Privatisation: The public sector's monopoly over several industries was reduced, and the private sector was
allowed greater autonomy in decision-making and operations. This change brought about enhanced efficiency and
competitivenessin the Indian industries.

¢ Globalisation: India opened its doors toforeign investment and international trade. This led togreater integration
of the Indian economy with global markets, fostering growth and development.

Steps Taken During India's Liberalization, Privatisation, and Globalization (LPG) Phase:

¢ Deregulation: The government deregulated several industries, reducing bureaucratic oversight and allowing
private entities to make autonomous operational decisions.

o Abolition of License Raj: Except for 18 industries related to security, strategic concerns, and environmental
considerations (which were progressively reduced further), all other industries were freed from the need to
obtain industrial licenses for expansion or setting up new production facilities.

o Free Market Model: India moved towards a free market model, dismantling its traditional License Raj system
to allow for more competition and industrial growth.

e Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): India opened its doors to foreign investors, which led to an influx of capital
and technology, thereby spurring economic growth.

e Public Sector Control: Despite the shift towards privatization, certain sectors remained primarily under
government control due to their strategic importance. These included sectors such as defence, atomic energy,
railways (although private participation has been allowed recently), and certain areas of space and aviation
industries.

In summary, India's economic journey since independence has been marked by strategic decision-making, a
determined pursuit of self-reliance, and gradual integration with the global economy. Its unique approach has yielded
considerable growth and progress while presenting lessons and challenges that continue to shape its economic path.
KEYWORDS: Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), Free Market Model, Strategic importance, License Raj System ,
Balance of Payments crisis, Harrod-Domar model, New Economic Policy, Deindustrialization, Planned Economy,
Mixed Economy, socialism and capitalism.

ECONOMICPOLICY OF THENEHRUVIAN ERA: ANALYSIS AND EXPANSION

o First Five-Year Plan: Nehru's vision was aimed at transforming India into an industrial power, and the first step

towards this was the introduction of the Five-Year Planin 1951. The plan outperformed expectations, achieving an
annualized growth rate of 3.6%, considerably higher than the targeted 2.1%. It was based on the Harrod -Domar
(savings—investment — growth— savings) model with a few modifications.

¢ Industry and Import Substitution: The first three Five Year Plans saw the industry sector grow at a compounded
rate of 7.1% per annum from 1951 to 1965. While this robust growth is laudable, we must also examine the quality
of growth, diversity in industrial advancement, and the resulting employment generation. Furthermore, the period
saw India implement import substitution, aimed at achieving self-reliance and reducing external dependence. This
strategy did stimulate the growth of some industries, but it may have also fostered inefficiencies and a lack of
competitiveness in the international market.



Agricultural Sector and the Second Five-Year Plan: Despite the significant proportion of the Indian population
engaged in agriculture, the sector received less attention, especially during the second Five Year Plan when the
agriculture outlay was almost halved to 14%. Although the sector grew at an annual rate of over 3% during the first
three plans, we must question whether the growth rate could have been higher had more resources been allocated
towards it.

Educational System: The Nehruvian era was marked by unprecedented economic and industrial growth.
However, the educational system was not accorded the same priority. This had far-reaching consequences, as an
unformed and underperforming education system failed to democratise access to skills and knowledge, which are
critical for social mobility and economic development.

e Planning Commission (1950) Economic Programme Committee, 1947: All India Congress
Committee (AICC), under the leadership of Nehru formed the Economic Programme Committee (EPC) in
1947, that recommended priority to the areas, such as defense, key industries and public utilities that
would be under the public sector.

e Formation of Planning Commission, 1950: John Mathai, Finance Minister after Chetty, announced the
Planning Commission with the 1949-50 Union Budget. This represented the financial planning, for the
first time being delivered for a united India, taking into account the economy of all the princely states.

e First Five-Year Plan (1951-56): It was Based on the Harrod-Domar model and was drafted by K.N.
Raj. The Plan’s major focus was on the hardest hit sector after Partition, agriculture.

e FocusonDams: There was a focus on irrigation which led to the construction of dams like the Hirakund
and the Bhakra Nangal dams.

e Second Five-Year Plan (1956-61): The Nehru-Mahalanobis model was heavily incorporated into the
second five- year plan, which is why it became known as the Mahalanobis Plan. In order to promote
economic growth, the plan prioritized investment goods and the quick development of heavy industries.

e Mundhra Scandal: The state-owned Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) which was established in
1956 made a huge investment in Haridas Mundhra’s private firm in Kanpur in September 1957. It
sparked a parliamentary debate. The finance minister, T. T. Krishnamachari and the Congress
government faced tough questions from Feroze Gandhi and others. They claimed that the Mundhra
shares were overvalued. Two judicial inquiries confirmed the irregularities and criticized the LIC for
violating its ‘blue-chip’ policy which committed LIC to investing money only in firms of high reputation
and sound management.

LAND REFORMS AND COOPERATIVES

Zamindari Abolition: The abolition of intermediaries intended to establish a direct relationship between
cultivators and the government, leading to a significant number of erstwhile tenants becoming landowners. Asa
result of the abolition of intermediaries, about 2 crore tenants are estimated to have come into direct contact with
the State making them owners of land.

Tenancy Reforms: Tenancy reforms in the 1950s and '60s aimed at providing tenants with security of tenure and
ensuring fair rents. However, these reforms did not uniformly succeed across states.

Ceilings on Landholdings: The policy of ceilings on landholdings aimed to promote equitable land distribution but
faced significant challenges due to high ceiling limits, benami transactions, and loopholes in the legislation. Its
success varied greatly across states, indicating a need for more nuanced implementation strategies.

Role of Cooperatives: Agricultural cooperatives played a pivotal role in improving agricultural productivity,
empowering small farmers, and promoting rural development. Their contributions and potential for future
developmentare worthy of exploration.

LAND REFORMS ACTS AND CHALLENGES IN INDIA:

Acts and Schemes:



o Zamindari Abolition Acts: Implemented by different states in the early 1950s to remove intermediaries
between the governmentand cultivators.
o Tenancy Acts: Varying state acts in the 1950s and 60s provided security of tenure and regulated rents for
tenants.
o Land Ceiling Acts: Enforced from thelate 1960s to early 70s,aimed atlimiting the maximum land that could be
owned by a single entity or individual, with surplusland redistributed tolandless farmers.
¢ Challenges with Land Reforms:
o Varied Implementation: The implementation and impact of these reforms varied significantly across states due
to varying social, political, and economic conditions.
o Loopholes and Evasion: High ceiling limits, benami transactions (ownership of land in the name of othersto
circumvent ceilinglaws), and loopholes in the legislation undermined the effectiveness of land ceiling acts.
o LackofComprehensive Land Records: The absence of comprehensive and updated land records posed a major
challenge to the effective implementation of land reforms.
In conclusion, a comprehensive analysis of the Nehruvian era's economic policy and the land reforms must consider
these dimensions to understand theirimpacts on India's socio-economic landscape.
KEYWORDS: Import Substitution, Zamindari Abolition Acts, Five-Year Plan, Nehruvian era, Industrial power,
Abolition of intermediaries, Tenancy reforms, Ceilings on Landholdings, High ceiling limits, Benami transactions,
Comprehensive Land Records, fostered inefficiencies, Harrod-Domar model.

BHOODAN MOVEMENT

¢ The Bhoodan Movement was initiated by Acharya Vinoba Bhave in 1951, based on the principle of voluntary land
redistribution.

¢ Bhave started the Sarvodya Samaj, a federation of constructive workers.

¢ Bhave, along with his supporters, undertook a foot march or padyatrato encourage landownersto donate at least
1/6th of their land to landless people.

o Themovementaimed toaccumulate 50 million acres, roughly 1/6th of the total cultivable land.

¢ The movementstarted in Pochampally village, in the Telanganaregion of Andhra Pradesh, and received over 4
million acres as a donation in the early stages.

e However, the movement started losing momentum after some time, and much of the donated land was either
disputed or not suitable for cultivation.

CHALLENGES:

¢ Quality of Donated Land: Much of theland donated was either barren, infertile, or not suitable for cultivation,
making itless beneficial for the landless recipients.

¢ Land Disputes: There were numerous disputesrelated to the ownership of donated land, which resulted in legal
conflicts and further delayed the redistribution process.

¢ Incomplete Implementation: Despite the noble goal of collecting 50 million acres of land, the movement could
gather only around 4 million acres in the early stages, and eventually, itlost momentum.

Do you know?

Vinoba Bhave was the first Indian to receive the Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership in 1958. The

award is considered tobe Asia’s equivalent to the Nobel Prize.

Zamindars in Uttar Pradesh could keep lands under their ‘personal cultivation’, which was vaguely defined and
included many types of land users like the one who tilled the soil, supervised, supervised it through a relative.
Initially, there was nolimit on how much land they could claim as ‘personal cultivation’, even though the Kumarappa
committee had recommended that only those who have putin a minimum amount of physical labor and participated
in actual agricultural operations could do so.

GRAMDAN MOVEMENT
e The Gramdan Movement evolved from the Bhoodan Movementin 1955.



Based on Gandhi's philosophy thatall village land belongs to God, the Gramdan movement sought to ensure that
land in a Gramdan village belonged collectively to all the villagers.

The movement found most success in Orissa, particularly in areas where class distinctions were not fully
established.

CHALLENGES:

Lack of Legal Recognition: The idea of collective village ownership was often not legally recognized or enforced,
thereby undermining the principle of shared land ownership.

Societal Resistance: Inregions where caste and class distinctions were rigidly defined, the Gramdan concept faced
resistance, as it contradicted entrenched social hierarchies.

Administrative Challenges: The concept of collective ownership posed significantadministrative challenges in
terms of land use decision-making and dispute resolution.

Critical Assessment of Success of Bhoodan and Gramdan Movements:

Limited impact on landlessness: Although the movements aimed to address landlessness, their overall impact
on this issue was limited. The land acquired through Bhoodan was often infertile, fragmented, or insufficient to
sustain the landless families.

Short-lived momentum: The initial enthusiasm for the Bhoodan and Gramdan movements waned over time.
As government policies, such as land ceiling laws and land reforms, were introduced, the focus shifted away from
these voluntary movements.

Land donations: The Bhoodan movement did achieve some success in terms of land donations. However, the
actual land redistributed among the landless poor was significantly less than the donated land, due to various
factors such as poor land records, legal disputes, and reluctance among some landowners.

Gramdan's mixed outcomes: The Gramdan movement had some success in certain regions, with several
villages adopting collective land ownership and self-governance. However, it failed to gain widespread
acceptance, partly due todeeply entrenchedsocial hierarchies andresistance from powerful landowning classes.

COOPERATIVIZATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Cooperativization was suggested by ] C Kumarappa's Agrarian Reforms Committee and was incorporated in the
first Five Year Plan.

The government prioritized service cooperatives, and cooperative farming was encouraged only voluntarily under
mature conditions.

The movement faced challenges such as proxy farming by wealthy farmers to circumventland ceiling regulations,
misappropriation of funds, politicization, and lack of true motivation among participants.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF FIRST PHASE OF LAND REFORMS

Regional Variations: The success of land reforms varied across regions, largely due to the different socio-economic
and political contexts. Some states like Kerala and West Bengal implemented reforms more successfully compared
to others.

Rise of Small Landholdings: Although land reforms aimed to distribute land more equitably, they unintentionally
led to an increase in small and fragmented landholdings, negatively affecting agricultural productivity and income.

Evading Regulations: Many large landowners found loopholes in the law, often by transferring land to family
members or changing the land's use to evade land ceiling regulations. For example misuse of personal cultivation
clauses.

Delay in Legal Process: The lengthy process of settling land disputes in courts, coupled with the complex land
records system, often delayed the actual transfer of ownership rightsto the intended beneficiaries.

Lack of Supplementary Measures: Land reforms were not supplemented with adequate support systems, such as
access to credit, technology, and markets, making it challenging for new landowners to maximize the potential of
their land.



¢ Rising Population Pressure: The increasing population pressure on land often negated the positive impacts of
land redistribution, as the land per capita remained minimal, leading to persistent rural poverty.

KEYWORDS: Evading Regulations, Sarvodya Samaj, Ownership of donated land, Regional Variations, Principle of
shared land ownership, Agrarian Reforms Committee,loopholes in the law, Small and fragmented landholdings,
Societal Resistance, Dispute resolution, fragmented landholding,

GREEN REVOLUTION
[t refers to a period of radical transformation in the agricultural sector that began in the mid-1960s. This was marked

by the introduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds, increased use of fertilizers and pesticides, modernized irrigation
techniques, and mechanized farming equipment. The primary objective was toincrease food grain production, achieve

self-sufficiency, and reduce dependency on imports. I[ts components are:

1. High-Yielding Varieties (HYVs) of Seeds: Central to the Green [ EmploymenT Production
Revolution were the high-yielding varieties of seeds, particularly for Generafion Dovubled
staple crops such as wheat and rice. These seeds were genetically N ¥4
selected to optimize productivity and were characterized by shorter Green ‘
growing seasons and greater resistance to disease. RGVO' UT|0n

2. Chemical Fertilizers: The use of synthetic fertilizers (nitrogen, 7 N
phosphorus, and potassium) was promoted to enhance soil fertility and A”poyeﬁy High‘ﬂidd food

' eviaTion Security
boost crop yields. These fertilizers provided the necessary nutrients that
were often depletedin soil due to intensive agricultural practices.

3. Pesticides and Herbicides: Increased use of chemical pesticides and herbicides helped control a wide range of
agricultural pests and weeds that could potentially reduce crop yields. These chemicals were essential in
maintaining the high productivity levels of HYV crops.

4. TIrrigation Infrastructure: Expanding and improving irrigation infrastructure was another crucial element
Reliable water sources through systems such as tube wells, pumps, and canals enabled multiple cropping (growing
more than one crop per year on the same land) and less dependency on monsoon rains.

5. Farm Machinery: Mechanization of agriculture through the introduction of tractors, threshers, and harvesters
facilitated faster and more efficient farming operations, significantly reducing labor costs and increasing the area
that could be cultivated.

6. Government Policies: Supportive government policies were instrumental in the Green Revolution. These included
subsidies for agricultural inputs like fertilizers and machinery, guaranteed crop prices through minimum support
prices (MSP), and the establishment of agricultural universities and extension services to educate farmers about
new technologies.

7. Credit Facilities: Improved access to agricultural credit allowed farmers to invest in the new technologies required

toimplement Green Revolution practices. Institutions like cooperative societies and rural banks were strengthened
to provide loans to farmers at subsidized rates.

GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITATIONS

Limited to the north-western region: The Green Revolution was primarily limited to the north-western region of
India, encompassing Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh.

Necessity of Prior infrastructure: Theseregions had the necessary infrastructure, like irrigation facilities and
accessibility to markets, which facilitated the adoption of new agricultural practices and technologies.

Uneven distribution of benefits: The benefits of the Green Revolution were therefore not evenly distributed
across the country,leadingto regional disparitiesin agricultural development.

Green Revolution 2.0:
Green Revolution 2.0, also known as GR 2.0, aims toaddress the limitations of the first Green Revolution and extend

its benefits to rainfed and dryland areas, particularly in Eastern India. Key dimensions of GR 2.0 include:




Organic Farming: Promoting natural substances, avoiding synthetic chemicals, and enhancing biodiversity and
soil health.

Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA): Transforming agricultural systems to support development, ensure food
security, adapt to climate change, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF): Using natural inputs toreduce costs, improve biodiversity, and increase
climate resilience.

Diversification of Crops: Moving beyond rice and wheat by promoting nutritious and resilient crops like millets,
pulses, and oilseeds.

Millets: Reviving the cultivation of highly nutritious and climate-resilient millets to enhance food security,
improve soil health, and increase farmers' incomes.

Technology Integration: Leveragingprecision agriculture, remote sensing, and other technologies to enhance
agricultural productivity and sustainability in GR 2.0.

GR 2.0 encompasses sustainable farming practices, climate change adaptation, and diversification of crops, with
a focus on inclusive and resilient agriculture in rainfed and dryland areas, particularly in Eastern India.

Evergreen Revolution

Given the environmental and health consequences ofthe Green Revolution, Dr.M S Swaminathan, known as the
Father of the Green Revolution in India, emphasized the need for the Evergreen R evolution.

Sustainable Agriculture Practices: Unlike the Green Revolution, which relied heavily on chemical inputs, the
Evergreen Revolution emphasizes sustainable agricultural practices that promote soil health, biodiversity, and
natural resource conservation. This includes practices such as organic farming, agroecology, conservation
agriculture, integrated pest management (IPM), and precision farming techniques.

Crop Diversification: The Evergreen Revolution promotes crop diversification to reduce the risks associated
with mono-cropping and to enhance resilience to pests, diseases, and climate change. Farmers are encouraged to
cultivate a variety of crops, including traditional and indigenous varieties, to improve nutritional diversity and
reduce dependence on a limited number of crops.

Water Conservation and Management: Given the increasing water scarcity and the unsustainable use of water
resources, the Evergreen Revolution emphasizes water conservation and efficient water management practices.
Thisincludes measures such as rainwater harvesting, drip irrigation, and the use of water-saving technologies to
optimize water use in agriculture.

Climate-smart Agriculture: The Evergreen Revolution integrates climate-smartagricultural practices that help
farmers adapt toand mitigate the impacts of climate change. This includes the adoption of climate-resilient crop
varieties, agroforestry systems, and practices that enhance carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Empowerment of Smallholder Farmers: The Evergreen Revolution recognizes the importance of empowering
smallholder farmers, especially women and marginalized communities, to participate in sustainable agriculture.
It promotes farmer-centered approaches, participatory research, and extension services to ensure that
agricultural innovations are tailored to local contexts and meet the needs of smallholder farmers.

Technology and Innovation: While prioritizing sustainable practices, the Evergreen Revolution also leverages
technological innovations and advances in agricultural science toimprove productivity, efficiency, and resilience.
This includes the development of climate-resilient crop varieties, digital agriculture tools, and precision farming
technologies that optimize resource use and minimize environmental impact.




DRAWBACKS OF GREEN REVOLUTION:

Impact on Environment: The excessive use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides led to soil degradation,
contamination of groundwater, and health hazards.

Neglect of Local Varieties: Despite its successes, the Green Revolution also had its share of drawbacks. The focus
on high-yielding varietiesled to the neglect of local varieties and loss of biodiversity.

Overexploitation of Water Resources: The intensive farming practices also resulted in the overexploitation of
water resources, leadingto water scarcity and environmental degradation.

Shift towards monoculture: thishasled todecreasingsoil fertility and declining nutritional outcomes.

The Green Revolution marked a significant milestone in India's agricultural history, transforming the country from a

food-deficit nation to a food-surplus one. However, it is necessary to address its environmental and socio-economic
impacts, to sustainably increase agricultural productivity and rural livelihoods in the long run.

KEYWORDS: Overexploitation of Water Resources, High-yielding varieties of seeds, Water-intensive crops, Heavy
use of chemicals, Soil degradation, Sustainable Agriculture Practices, Regional disparity, Climate-smart Agriculture,
Health Hazards, Organic Farming, Crop Diversification, Zero Budget Natural Farming, Environmental Degradation,

Technology Integration

COOPERATIVES IN INDIA: A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW AND POLICY PERSPECTIVE
INTRODUCTION

The cooperative movement in India gained momentum in 1904 with the passing of the Co-operative CreditSocieties
Act.

The Cooperative Societies Act of 1912 expanded the scope to include non-credit societies and cooperative
federations.

The cooperative sector aimed to prevent the concentration of economic power, disperse ownership of productive
capital, foster citizen participation in development, and eradicate poverty and unemployment.

POLICY SHIFTS AND STRATEGIES

The Kumarappa Committee of 1949 suggested that states should have the authority to enforce different levels of
cooperation for differenttypes of farming.

The First Five Year Plan (1951-56) cautiously advocated that small and medium-sized farms should be
encouraged and assisted to form cooperative agricultural societies.

The Second Plan (1956-61) focused on laying the groundwork for cooperative farming and aimed to bring a
considerable portion of agriculturalland under cooperative farming over ten years.

The Congress party's Nagpur Resolution in 1959 envisioned a future agrarian structure based on cooperative
farming, to be achieved within three years.

The Third Five Year Plan (1961-66) scaled down the ambition and proposed ten pilot projects for cooperative
farming in each state, integrating cooperative farming with general agricultural efforts and advancements in credit,
marketing, distribution, and processing.

SUCCESS STORY OF AMUL

AMUL, initiated the dairy cooperative movement in India, and formed the apex cooperative organization, Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd (GCMMF), jointly owned by around 2.2 million milk producers in
Gujarat.

The organization, founded by Dr. Verghese Kurien, revolutionized the dairy industry, leading to the 'White
Revolution' and making India one of the largest milk producersin the world.

IMPACT OF AMUL

Women Empowerment: Women's empowerment was significantly boosted by AMUL's Operation Flood, with the
support of NGOslike SEWA.



Spillover Impact: Other cooperatives also benefited from Operation Flood, leading to the formation of successful
cooperatives for fruit and vegetable growers, oilseed cultivators, small-scale salt producers, and tree growers.
Employment Generation: Amul's growth has generated employment opportunities across the dairy value chain,
including milk collection, processing, distribution, and marketing. The dairy industry, including Amul's cooperatives
and associated businesses, provides livelihoods for millions of people, contributing to rural development and
economic growth

Food Security and Nutrition: Amul's dairy products, including milk, butter, cheese, and yogurt, have become
staples in the diets of millions of Indians, providing essential nutrients and contributing to food security and
nutrition.The availability of affordable and nutritious dairy products has helped combat malnutrition, especially
among children and vulnerable populations.

ANALYSIS OF THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN INDIA

Despite their successes, cooperatives faced significant challenges and criticisms.

Service cooperatives performed better than farming cooperatives but were found to reinforce the caste-based
hierarchical system.

The leadership of cooperatives often came from trading and money-lending communities, limiting broader
participation.

The landless were largely excluded from accessing credit through credit cooperatives, as found bythe National
Commission on Agriculturein1971.

High rates ofloan default were a significant issue for credit cooperatives, with wealthy landowners being more likely
to default than the poor and small farmers.

WAY FORWARD

Better governance and more inclusive policies: To overcome these challenges, cooperatives need better
governance and more inclusive policies.

Legal and Regulatory Reforms like Modernizing Cooperative Laws to make them more responsive to the needs
of the cooperative sector and align them with contemporary economic realities.

Streamline Regulatory Framework: Simplify and streamline regulatory procedures to reduce bureaucratic
hurdles and promote ease of doing business for cooperatives.

Developing comprehensive training programs and enhancing the financial literacy of cooperative members can
lead to better financial management.

Modern Business Practices and Technologies: Cooperatives need to adopt modern business practices and
technologies to enhance their competitiveness.

Incentivizing Youth: Incentives should be provided to encourage young people and women to participate actively
in cooperatives.

Public-private partnerships could be explored toimprove the infrastructure and services of cooperatives.

The cooperative movement, despite its limitations, has significant potential to contribute to India's socio-economic
development. With the right strategies and supportive policy measures, cooperatives can truly be a means to build a
more inclusive and sustainable economy.

KEYWORDS: Public-private partnerships, Regulatory Framework, Co-operative Credit Societies Act, Food Security
and Nutrition, Non-credit societies, Nagpur Resolution, inclusive policies, Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing,
Federation Ltd (GCMMF), Spillover Impact, White Revolution, AMUL's Operation Flood, National Commission on
Agriculture, Kumarappa Committee

INDIAN ECONOMY FROM 1965-1991: OVERVIEW AND ANALYSIS

PHASE 1: THE ONSET OF ECONOMIC TROUBLES (1965-1980)
Context: Post-1962 Sino-Indian war, Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri shifted India's economic focus towards
agriculture, private enterprise, foreign investment, and curtailed the role of the Planning Commission.

Key Economic Issues and Policies



India faced an agricultural crisis due to consecutive monsoon failuresin 1965 and 1966.

Two wars (1962 with China, 1965 with Pakistan) caused a surge in defense spendingand a cumulative
fiscal deficit of 7.3% of GDP by 1966-67.

Balance of payments weakened further, with foreign exchange reservesin 1964-65 coveringless than two
months of imports.

o To counter these issues, major economic policies were implemented:

o

Nationalization of 14 major private commercial banks in 1969, followed by insurance sector
nationalization in 1972. Nationalization of the coal industryin 1973.

Introduction of the Monopoly and Restrictive Trade Practices Act (MRTP) in 1969 tolimit the activities
of large business houses.

Enactment of the Foreign Exchange and Regulation Act (FERA) in 1973 to regulate foreign investment
and operations of foreign companiesin India.

¢ Impact and Analysis

o

o

Bank nationalization boosted farm credit and lendingto other priority sectors, and increased financial
savings. However, it also led to politically influenced lending decisions and crony capitalism.

To combat the balance of payments crisis, a devaluation of the Indian Rupee by 57% was implemented
in 1966, which was meant to increase exports butinstead accelerated inflation.

PHASE 2: HIGHER GROWTH (1980-1991)
Context Prime Minister Indira Gandhiinitiated significanteconomic reforms to secure an International Monetary Fund

loan.

¢ Key Economic Policies

o

Under the sixth five-year plan (1980-85), the government removed price controls, initiated fiscal
reforms, revamped the publicsector, reduced import duties, and deregulated domesticindustry.

The Rajiv Gandhi government (1984-89) introduced reforms such as the relaxation of licensing
reduction of import restrictions, introduction of export incentives, revision of the MRTP asset limit, and

the relaxation of capital markets.
These reforms resulted in a growth rate of over 5.5% in the 1980s, up from the 3.5% growth rate (termed
the "Hindu Rate of Growth") experienced in the previous three decades.

¢ Impact and Analysis:
Despite higher growth rates, these reforms represented a loosening rather than a fundamental shift away

from controls.

o

Long-term structural weaknesses, including widespread industrial control, the license raj,
nationalization of banks and other industries, and an inward-looking trade policy, continued to persist.
High importlevelsrelative to exports led to a significant trade deficit and increased reliance on short-term
borrowings by the late 1980s.

By 1990-91, India was dealing with a high fiscal deficit (8.4%), a substantial current account deficit (3.1%),
high inflation (17%), and a substantial foreign debt, all of which put a strain on the Balance of Payments
(BoP).

This period in India's economic history set the stage for the economic liberalization that was to come in
1991, addressing the structural issues that had persisted for decades. However, it also highlights the
challenges associated with managing a developing economy and balancing the needs for economic growth,
stability, and social equity.



Hindu Growth Rate:

The term "Hindu Growth Rate" was coined by Indian economist Raj Krishna to describe the slow, around 3.5%
annual growth rate of the Indian economy during the period of planned economic development, from the
1950sto 1980s, prior to the liberalization period of the 1990s.

This term reflects the stereotype of the perceived slow rate of economic growth and development associated
with the Hindu way of life.

However, it's important to note that the termitself is seen as pejorative and misleading, as it neither reflects any
inherent aspects of Hinduism nor the complex socio-economic dynamics of India during the period in question.

KEYWORDS: "Hindu Growth Rate" , structural weaknesses, Nationalization, Monopoly and Restrictive Trade
Practices Act, Social Equity. High inflation, balance of payments crisis, Foreign Debt, Hindu Rate of Growth, Planned
economic development, Foreign Exchange and Regulation Act, Planning Commission.
REFORMATIVE ERA - 1991 ONWARDS
The economic crisis of 1991 prompted a major shift in India's economic policy. The crisis had three significant factors:
high short-term debt, rapid withdrawal of hot currency, and drastically depleted foreign reserves. As aresponse, India
sought a $7 billion loan from the World Bank and the IMF, which led to the introduction of the New Economic Policy
aimed at liberalizing the Indian economy.

The Stabilization and Structural Reform Measures

Stabilization measures were taken to ensure short- Agriculture and Liberalisafion of
term economic stability and recovery, and they Rum? Sector Reforms Industrial Sector
included:

¢ Reduction in fiscal deficit Public Sector Reforms in

Structural Reform Measures

¢ Devaluation of the Indian Rupee Reforms Financial Sectors
¢ Tightening of monetary and credit policy Trade and Investment Tax Reforms
Structural reform measures were long-term pO"C\J Reforms

measures designed to enhance the efficiency of the
economy and increase its international competitiveness. They included:

o Liberalisation ofthe industrial sector

¢ Financial sector reforms

o Taxreforms

¢ Tradeand Investment Policy reforms

e Reforminthe publicsector

e Reformsin the agriculture and rural sectors

Theliberalisation, privatisation, and globalisation (LPG) policies introduced during this era had profound effects on the
Indian economy.

Liberalization

¢ This involved reducing government regulations and restrictions in economic activities to facilitate private
sector participation.

e Asaresult,industries like telecommunications, insurance, and aviation were opened to the private sector.

o Import licensing was abolished except for certain hazardous and environmentally sensitive industries.

¢ Financial market reforms led to the emergence of private banks, and tax reforms simplified procedures and
gradually reduced therates.



Fiscal Policy Reforms like Rationalization of Taxes to simplify the tax structure, broaden the tax base, and reduce
tax rates to promote investment and economic growth. Reduction of Fiscal Deficit through expenditure
rationalization and revenue augmentation measures.

Privatisation

The privatization drive involved reducing the role of the public sector and increasing private sector
involvement.

State-owned assets were sold off, and public sector undertakings (PSUs) were given autonomy to make managerial
decisions, contributing to increased efficiency.

Globalization

Globalization represented the integration of the Indian economy with the global economy.

Globalization has encouraged greater cross-border investment by multinational corporations (MNCs) seekingto
access new markets, resources, and talent.

FDI flows have increased significantly, leading to the establishment of foreign subsidiaries, joint ventures, and
strategicalliancesacross different countries and industries.

Globalization has led to the fragmentation and outsourcing of production processes across different countries,
creating complex global supply chains.

Companies source components, assemble products, and distribute goods across multiple countries, optimizing
costs, efficiency, and market reach.

As aresult, there was a free flow of information, technology, goods, services, and capital across countries.

This hasled to increased connectivity and integration of markets and cultures.

INDIAN ECONOMY IN THE NEWMILLENNIUM: 30 YEARS OF LPG REFORMS
The Indian economy witnessed significant growth and development in the three decades following the Liberalization,

Privatisation, and Globalization (LPG) reforms initiated in 1991.

Positive Impacts

Improvement in GDP: As per the data provided by the Reserve Bank of India, the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth rate improved notably, rising from a mere 0.8% during the crisis year of 1991-92 to an average of 7% from
1992t02017.

Reduction in Deficit: The Ministry of Finance, Government of India, reports that fiscal deficits, a major concern
during the pre-reform period, were effectively curbed following the LPG reforms.

Boostin External Sector: The external sector experienced a substantial boost, with export growth averaging about
20% between 1993-96. This information comes from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.
Decreased Poverty: Increased spending on social services and rural development led to a significant reduction in
poverty. The World Bank substantiates this with data demonstrating a significant drop in poverty levels post-LPG
reforms.

Higher Standard of Living: As reported by the United Nations Development Programme, the standard of living in
Indiaimproved significantly due to globalisation and economic liberalisation.

Improved Social Infrastructure: There were significant improvements in India's social infrastructure. For
instance, the World Health Organization reported increases in life expectancy, along with significant decreases in
infantand maternal mortality rates.

Negative Impacts of LPG Reforms

While the LPG reforms positively influenced the Indian economy, they also gave rise to certain concerns:

Rising Inequalities: Post-reform India witnessed an increase in economicinequality. The wage gap between skilled
and unskilled workers widened, as detailed in the Oxfam Inequality Report.



¢ Vulnerability of Marginalised Classes: The less privileged sections of society didn't reap the benefits of economic
reforms as much asthe affluent classes. Data from the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) suggests that economic
disparities among various social groups have increased, leading to further marginalisation of disadvantaged
communities.

o Social Unrest: The increased inequality has spurred social unrest among different societal categories and states, as
reported by various social research organisations.

¢ RiseofCronyCapitalism: The economic reforms didn't successfully ensure alevel playing field for all. This has led
to a rise in crony capitalism, a term indicating an economy where success in business is determined by close
relationships between business people and government officials.

¢ Jobless Growth: The non-agricultural sector hasn't effectively absorbed those displaced from the farming sector or
new entrants to the labour force, leading to a situation of jobless growth. This concern is supported by data from
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE).

Taxation Reforms

o Theintroduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) significantly simplified India's tax structure.

e Byunifying various central and state tax laws, it removed tax barriers across states, thus creating a common market
and promoting the free flow of goods.

e Post its implementation, the tax base has almost doubled, a fact acknowledged by the Ministry of Finance,
Government of India.

¢ Directtaxation also witnessed reforms like e-assessment.

¢ The move towards digitisation of tax processes, intended toreduce human intervention, brought transparency and
ease in tax compliance, as reported by the Income Tax Department of India.

Overall, the LPG reforms were instrumental in transforming the Indian economy, leading to increased growth and

development Despite some negative impacts, these reforms have set the foundation for arobust and resilient economy.

However, more needs to be done to address issues such as income inequality, marginalization, and jobless growth.

Moreover, improvements in the sectors of health, education, and the environment must be made for sustainable and

inclusive growth.

KEYWORDS: Direct taxation, marginalization, Jobless Growth, Social Unrest, Crony Capitalism, liberalization,
privatization, and globalization (LPG), Structural Reforms.

THEEVOLUTION OF BANKING IN INDIA

Indian capital had advanced significantly in banking and life insurance by 1947. Nearly 64% of all bank deposits were
held by Indian joint-stock banks, and 75 percent of the life insurance businessin the country was controlled by Indian-
owned life insurance companies. Indian traders also dominated most of the internal trade and some of the foreign trade.
Post 1947, there was time to change the banking system which would be helpful to the overall development of the
country with a focus on rural development.

Banking Companies Act, 1949: The Banking Companies Act, of 1949 was later changed to the Banking Regulation Act,
of 1949 in the year 1966. The legislation aimed to govern and regulate commercial banks in India. In 1966, after the
amendment, the Act included cooperative banks as well. The Act grants power to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
issue alicense toabank ifit has adequate capital. Italso stresses on protection of the publicinterest upon a bankbefore
granting a licence. Only companies with a banking licence from RBI can use the word bank in their name for business
purposes. RBI, the licence issuer, can also revoke it if the bank does not meet the specified criteria.

Based on the Hilton Young Commission’s recommendations, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was established. It
started operations on April 1, 1935. The Reserve Bank acted as Burma’s Central Bankuntil the Japanese Occupation
of Burma and later until April 1947, even though Burma (Myanmar) left the Indian Union in 1937. The Reserve Bank




was nationalized in 1949.

also served as Pakistan’s central bank until June 1948, when the State Bank of Pakistan began operations. The Bank

o State Bank of India Act, 1955: The First Five Year Plan in 1951 prioritized rural India’s development. This led to
the appointment of a Committee of Direction by the RBI in August 1951 to conduct an all-India rural credit survey.
One key recommendation was to set up the State Bank of India, a state-partnered and state-sponsored bank by
taking over the Imperial Bankof India and the former state-owned or state-associate banks.

o TheState Bank of India was formed on 1st]July 1955 after the act was passed in Parliament in May 1955. The State
gained direct control over more than a quarter of the Indian banking system’s resources. The State Bank of India

(Subsidiary Banks) Act in 1959 allowed the State Bank of India to take over eight former State-associated banks as

its subsidiaries (later Associates).

¢ Development Financial Institutions (DFI): Development Financial Institutions(DFI) or development finance
companies (DFC) are entities that belong to the state or public bodies and finance large-scale or infrastructure

projects that are too risky or costly for big banks to fund. DFI’s role is to identify and fill the gaps in the financial

sector’s institutions and markets. They offer two kinds of funds- Medium (1-5 years) and Large (more than 5 years).

o Establishment of DFIs: The Industrial Finance Corporation of India (IFCI) was the first DFI that was established in
1948. After that Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India Limited (ICICI), an initiative of the World
Bank, was established in 1955. It was the first DFI in the private sector. In 1964, the Industrial Development Bank

of India (IDBI) was established under RBI. In 1976, the ownership of IDBI was transferred to the Union government.

KEY WORDS: Hilton Young Commission, Banking Companies Act, 1949, New Economic Policy, Devaluation, Life
expectancy, Maternal mortality rates, National Sample Survey Office, Five Year Plan, Crony capitalism, Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy, e-assessment, Development Financial Institutions

ECONOMICIMPACT OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS

o Growth Slump: As per the Ministry of Statistics, India's GDP growth in the fourth quarter of the fiscal year 2020

plunged to a mere 3.1%.

e Job Losses and Poverty: The pandemic severely affected India's informal economy, causing extensive

unemploymentand a rise in poverty levels.

¢ Migrant Labour Crisis: Lockdown measures forced migrant workers to return to their home states, triggering a

humanitarian crisis.

¢ According to IMF Report, the Growth in Indiais projected at 6.8 per cent in 2024 (FY25) and 6.5 per centin 2025
(FY26), with the robustness reflecting continuing strengthin domestic demand and a rising working-age population.

ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT ABHIYAN (SELF-RELIANT INDIA MISSION)

e Stimulus Package: Announced in May 2020, it is an
economic package of INR 20 lakh crore (approx. 10% of the
GDP).

o Sectors Covered: The package catered to various sectors,
including the cottage industry, MSMEs, labourers, middle
class, and industries.

¢ Structural Reforms: The initiative also involved structural
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reforms across eight sectors including coal, minerals, defence production, civil aviation, power distribution, space,

and atomicenergy.
WAY FORWARD

Policies and programs should ensure the benefits of economic growth reach all segments of the society. Investment in
healthcare, education, and social safety nets is crucial for building a resilient society.
Reforms should promote entrepreneurship, upskilling of the workforce, and growth of labor-intensive industries.



Policies should balance economic growth with environmental sustainability, promoting clean energy, sustainable
agriculture, and efficient use of resources.

¢ Poverty Reduction: India halved its extreme poverty rate from 2011 to 2019, an outstanding achievement
compared to many nations.

e Inequality and Social Challenges: Despite a Gini index of around 35 indicating persistent consumption
inequality and high child malnutrition rates, India's economy continues to grow.

o Economic Growth: India rebounded from the pandemic with an impressive 6.9% GDP growth in FY 22/23,
outpacing many developed and developing nations.

o Fiscal Management: The reduction in fiscal deficit from over 13%in FY20/21 to an estimated 9.4%in FY 22/23,
and public debt decrease from over 87% of GDP to around 83%, highlight India's sound fiscal management
amidst global economic challenges.

e Future Growth: Despite economic headwinds, India projects a strong 6.3% growth in FY 23 /24, showcasing
resilience and adaptability.

These strategies should be a part of a broader, comprehensive strategy for India to truly achieve economic resilience
and self-reliance. The reforms should deal with the structural bottlenecks to growth, fostering an economy that is more
equitable, inclusive, and sustainable.

KEYWORDS: Fiscal Management, Growth Slump, Structural Reforms, World Economic Outlook Report, Stimulus
Package, Resilient society, Sustainable agriculture, Gini index, Inclusive, labor-intensive, sustainable, structural
bottlenecks.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS

1. | Critically discuss the objectives of Bhoodan and Gramdan movements initiated by Acharya 2013
Vinoba Bhave and their success. (200 words, 10 marks)




TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT

“Lots of people may not know why such an emphasis isbeing put on science. Why is so much money being spent? Why
did I take the trouble to come from Delhi? The big countries have more power while our country has remained poor....
If we wish to empower our country, which is now independent, we have to create a strong base -so we can learn the
basics...This may not show immediate results but finally resultin the uplift of the country.”-]. L. Nehru

INDIA'S TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT: AHISTORICAL OVERVIEW

British Colonial Aftermath: Upon India'sindependence, the British leftitasa poor, economically backward nation
with significant dependency.

Phase I: Era of Nehru (1950s-1960s)

Vision of Nehru: For Nehru, science was the "enzyme of hope", instrumental in nation-building.

Educational and Research Institutions: Creation of prominent institutions like IITs and CSIR, which have
become pillars of scientific research in India.

Industrialization and Infrastructure: The inauguration of major steel plants and dams, termed as the 'new
temples of modern India', marked the beginning of heavy industrialization.

Defence and Atomic Energy: Formation of DRDO and development of the atomic energy program, illustrating
Nehru's foresight in the defense and energy sector.

Scientific Policy Resolution, 1958: Passed in March 1958, the resolution reiterated Nehru’s vision of a welfare
state where investment in science and technology would make India’s social transformation possible. The Scientific
Policy Resolution (1958) aimed to adopt a scientific attitude and methodology and to apply scientific knowledge
that would be a service for all the citizens of the country. The concept ofa welfare state emerged from the recognition
of this potential.

The Government of India set the following goals for their scientific policy:

To support and maintain science and scientific research in all forms;

To provide and acknowledge high-quality research scientists for the nation’s strength;

To enable the creative potential of men and women in science;

To foster individual efforts for learning and creating new knowledge with academic freedom, and

To ensure that the people of the country enjoy the benefits of scientific knowledge and its applications.

Establishment of Different Scientific Institutions:

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), 1942: CSIR was established in 1942, but the scope
of its operations increased greatly after 1947.

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize: To recognise outstanding workin science and technology CSIR awards Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Prize. the founder, director and later first director-general of the CSIR and first chairman of
the University Grant Commission (UGC)

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 1945: TIFR was founded in June 1945 with support from the Sir
Dorabji Tata Trust under the vision of Dr. Homi]. Bhabha.

National Physical Laboratory, 1947: The National Physical Laboratory under CSIRwas set up in January 1947
and was India’s first national laboratory.

Atomic Energy Commission, 1948: The Atomic Energy Commission was first setup in August 1948 in the
Department of Scientific Research. The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) was setup on August 3, 1954 under
the direct charge of the Prime Minister. Subsequently, in1958, the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) was
established in the Department of Atomic Energy.




¢ Indian Institutes of Technology: Following the model ofthe Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the first of
the five institutes of technology was established in Kharagpur in 1952, and the rest four were set up in Madras,
Bombay, Kanpur and Delhi.

¢ Defence Research and Development Organisation: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
was established in 1958. The objective of this organisation was to make India self-sufficient with respect to
means, equipments and weapons required for defence.

e Indian Space Research Organisation: In 1962, under the DAE, Nehru established the Indian National
Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR) with Dr. Vikram A. Sarabhai, the Father of the Indian space
programme, as its first Chairman. In 1969, it was renamed as Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

PHASE 11: 1970-PRESENT

Nuclear Power: Successful testing of the nuclear bomb in 1974 and againin 1998 marked India's entryinto the
league of nuclear-powered countries.

Space and Satellite Communication: With the successful launch of the Aryabhata satellite and INSAT series,
India made significant strides in satellite communication and weather prediction.

Information Technology: The establishment of the Department of Electronics in 1970 initiated the IT
revolution. Public sector companies like ECIL and CMC were established.

Rajiv Gandhi's government played a crucial role in promoting IT and computerization.

Biotechnology: Today, Indiaisrenowned asthe 'pharmacy of the world’, providing affordable drugs and vaccines
globally.

Telecommunication: The development of indigenous electronic exchange and VSAT technology revolutionized
telecommunication in India.

Antarctic Exploration: India's Antarctic Programme, launched in 1981, showcased the country's ambition in polar
research.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS:
ISRO:

e Chandrayan Missions, Mangalyaan Mission, Aditya L.1 Mission & ASTROSAT.

e  Future programmes of ISRO include XPoSat, NISAR Satellite, GAGANYAAN and SPADEX (Space Docking
Experiment)

DRDO:

e Combat Aircraft- LCA Tejas; UAVs - Lakshya, Nishant etc.

e  Strategic missiles like Agni, Prithvi, and Dhanush; Tactical missiles like Akash, Nag, and Trishul; Cruise
missile- BrahMos, etc.

THE EVOLUTION OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICYIN INDIA

Scientific Policy Resolution (SPR), 1958: SPR 1958 laid the cornerstone for the scientific and technological
advancement of India. Its primary focus was on fostering a scientific temper and promoting indigenous research.
Technology Policy Statement, 1983: This policy focused on developing indigenous technology for self-sufficiency.
It highlighted the importance of maximizing the use of local resources, human and material alike, and reducing
dependency on foreign technology.

Policy on Science and Technology, 2003: Amidst the backdrop of gl obalization, this policy was introduced to keep
up with international scientific and technological advancements. It emphasized sustainable development and
equity, proposing extensive government investmentin research and development to boost it to 2% of GDP.
Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy, 2013: This policy marked the start of the "decade of innovation"
(2010-2020). It recognized the need for a shift to a knowledge-based economy to remain globally competitive. It
played a key role in establishing a robust national innovation ecosystem.



5th Draft National Science, Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP), Under Review: The latest draft policy
diverges from the top-down approach of previous policies, embodying decentralization, evidence-informed decision
making, a bottom-up approach, and inclusivity. It reflects a commitment to respond to newer challenges and
leverage opportunities presented by rapid global technological advancements.

Biotechnology and Genome Sequencing: India has made significant strides in the field of biotechnology. The
country's extensive research in genome sequencing, supported by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), plays a
crucial role in understanding genetic diseases and developing effective treatments. In the face of the COVID-19
pandemic, Indian labs have alsoaccelerated their genome sequencing efforts totrackand study variants of the virus.
Nano-Technology: India has shown strong commitment toadvancing nanotechnology. The Nano Mission launched
by the Government of India aims to foster basic research, human resource development, and infrastructure
development for nano science and technology. This has driven innovation in sectors such as health, agriculture, and
water management, putting India at the forefront of nanotechnology research and development.

DO YOU KNOW?

Samarendra Kumar Mitra built India’s first indigenous electronic analogue computer at the Indian Statistical
Institute, Calcutta (1953-54). In 1954, the first particle accelerator cyclotron became operational. Astrophysicist
Meghnad Saha and later nuclear physicist B.D. Nagchaudhuri led the team that built it at the University of Calcutta.
In 1960, The Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI) developed the first baby milk food from buffalo
milk (Amul) after multinationals refused to set up a manufacturing facility in India because the country was short
of cow milk and buffalo milk was not suitable as it had too much fat. In 1963, G.N. Ramachandran, C.
Ramakrishnan and V. Sasisekharan developed what is today called the “Ramachandran plot”, a tool used
universallyin the field of protein conformation.

CONCLUSION
The evolution of India's Science and Technology policy signifies the country's commitment to harness the potential of

science, technology, and innovation in driving socio-economic progress. With the advent of disruptive technologies,
new challenges and opportunities arise. The COVID-19 pandemic, for instance, underscored the significance of
collaborative efforts among R&D institutions, academia, and industry. As India navigates its future in this digital age,
these collaborations will be instrumental in leveraging technological advancements for inclusive and sustainable

development.

KEYWORDS: Ramachandran plot”, Genome Sequencing, Nano-Technology, The Nano Mission, Genome sequencing
efforts, Bottom-up approach, Decade of innovation, Biotechnology, Antarctic Exploration, Chandrayaan, Mangalyaan,
Scientific Policy Resolution, 1958, Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
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POST-INDEPENDENCE SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN INDIA

Since achieving independence from British colonial rule in 1947, India has experienced a rich array of post-
independence social movements, each characterized by distinct goals and contexts, which have profoundly influenced
the country's societal and political dynamics.

FIVE COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN INDIA ARE:

Non-violent Resistance: Inspired by the philosophy and legacy of leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, many movements,
such as the Chipko movement, and the anti-corruption movement led by Anna Hazare, have adopted nonviolent

methods of protests.

Bottom Up Approach: Many social movements in India originate from the grassroots level, driven by ordinary
citizens and local communities. They representthe voices of the marginalized people.

Diversity and Plurality: Indian social movements are characterized by huge diversity and plurality in issues they
raise and the population they represent. Broad range of issues including anti Arrack movement (against alcoholism),
Environmental Movements, Anti Dowry Movements etc. representing different groups are covered.
Intersectionality: Movements tend to recognize the interconnections between various forms of oppression, such
as caste discrimination, gender inequality, religious intolerance, and environmental deg radation.

Active Use of Media and T echnology: Indian social movements have increasingly embraced the use of media and
technology for mobilization, awareness-raising, and advocacy. Platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and WhatsApp
have played a crucial role in disseminating information, organizing protests, and amplifying voices.

In India it is difficult to make a clear distinction between the old and new social movements. They have a mix of
characteristics of Old and New Social Movements.

0ld social movements:

New social movements:

The old social movements functioned within the frame of political parties.
The old social movements clearly saw reorganization of power relations as a central goal.
More regional in nature.

The ‘new’ social movements were not about changing the distribution of power in society butabout quality-of-
life issues such as havinga clean environment.

New movements mostly do no function within the frame of political parties butleverage larger civil society and
non governmental organizations for their goal.

These are alsomore global in nature.

[t is important to note that these characteristics are not exhaustive, and social movements in India can exhibit

variations depending on the specific context, issue, and time period.

WOMEN'SMOVEMENTS
Pre-Independence Women's Movements:

Prior to independence, women's movements in India were largely spearheaded by reformist men with a focus on
social issues such as child marriage, sati,and widow remarriage.

Leaders like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Pandita Ramabai were prominent figures in
these movements, advocating for women's education, widow remarriage, and legal reforms to improve the status
of women in society.

Prominent organizations of this era include the Brahmo Samaj and Arya Samaj. Women's participation was more
secondary and primarily channeled through their involvementin the freedom struggle.

Transition to Post-Independence:



e The shift towards post-independence women's movements marked an important change in leadership and
objectives.

¢ Women, empowered by their participation in the freedom struggle, began taking on more leading roles in
advocating for their rights.

o Keyfiguressuch as Sucheta Kriplani and Aruna Asaf Alibecame prominent leaders.

Post-Independence Women's Movements:

o The focus of the movements expanded from social reforms to wider issues of gender equality, encompassing
political representation, economic parity, and legal rights.

e Organizations such as the All India Women's Conference and National Federation of Indian Women played
instrumental roles in advocating for laws and policies to secure equal rights for women, paving the way for the
contemporary women's movements in India.

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS AND GENDEREQUALITY

o The principle of gender equality was enshrined in the Indian Constitution atits inception.

e Article 14 guarantees equality before the law and Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of sex.

e Furthermore, Article 15(3) makes a special provision enabling the Stateto make affirmative discriminations in favor
of women.

Increase in Women's Participation in Administration:

o The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments in the 1990s, reserving 33% of seatsin local self-government for
women, was a major milestone in enhancing women's political representation.

o The establishment ofbodies like the National Commission for Women in 1992 further aimed to improve women's
status.

e Over time, more women have held key governmental positions, such as Indira Gandhi as the Prime Minister,
Pratibha Patil as the President, and Nirmala Sitharaman as the Finance Minister, to name a few.

Pause and Rejuvenation of Feminist Activity

o Theperiod of the 1950sand 1960s saw a reduced focus on feministactivism in India.

¢ However, by the 1970s, the women's movement regained momentum.

e This was triggered by growing awareness that despite constitutional guarantees, true gender equality hadn't been
achieved.

o Key events that marked this awakening include the protest against the Supreme Court judgement in the Mathura
rape case and the launch of the "Save the Daughter" campaign by the Forum Against Rape (later renamed as Forum
Against Oppression of Women), pushing for broader social and legislative changes.

EARLY PHASE OF INDEPENDENCE: 1947-1970S
i. India's Inward FocusPost-Independence

e Efforts to address social issues and systematic development planning for women.

ii. Redefinition of Women's Role in Workforce

e Feminist movements challenge traditional divisions oflabor.

e Increased acceptance of women's participation in the workforce.

iii. Legislative Changes Benefiting Women

e Passage of progressive laws including the Special Marriage Act (1954), Hindu Marriage Act (1956), Dowry
Prohibition Act (1961), etc.

iv. Economic Crisis and Women's Mobilization: Late 1960s - Early 1970s

¢ Economic stagnation and escalating pricesleadingto general discontent.

e Mobilization of women for participation in struggles of rural poor, tribals, and industrial working class.

¢ Culmination of women's mobilization in the anti-price movement of 1973.

REVIVAL OF WOMEN’SMOVEMENTS: 1970S - 1980S




i. Resurgence of Women's Movements

Rekindling of interest in women's issues following a period of declining focus during the 1950s and 1960s.
Emergence of new women-centric groups and organizations.

i. Holistic Approach to Women's Issues

Shift from legislative and educational objectives toabroader, holisticapproach.
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e I[ssues like retrenchment of women in industries, absence of maternity benefits, salary discrimination, poor
training, and workplace discrimination brought to the fore.

iii. Formation of Independent Women's Organizations

e (Convergence of approximately 70 women's organizations forming the Anti-Price Rise Women's United Front.

e Founding of the Self Employed Women's Association (SEWA) by Ela Bhattin 1972.

e New strategy of "protest politics", moving away from the earlier "welfare" approach.

OTHERFEATURES OF WOMEN MOVEMENTS

1) EMERGENCE OF WOMEN'S GROUPS
¢ Urban Women's Groups
o Between 1977 and 1979, new women's groups emerged in major Indian cities, organizing protests against

various issues such as dowry murders, beauty contests, sexist portrayal of women, pornographic content,
virginity tests, custodial rape, and the pitiable condition of women in prisons. Organizations, Like Mahila
Dakshata Samiti, National Federation of Women, All India Democratic Women’s Association, Nari Raksha
Samiti played pivotal roles.

¢ Activism and Law Reformation

o These groups not only provided support for women facing marital and divorce issues, custody battles, and
alimony rights but alsorecognized the discrimination embedded in existing personal and customary laws. They
engaged in robust campaigns for legal reforms like the rape law (1980) and Dowry Prohibition Act.

¢ Resistance and Challenges

o Despite their activism, these groups faced considerable resistance from community elites, mass organizations,
and a patriarchal secular lobby due to the intertwining of personal laws with religious identities.
2) LEGISLATIVE REFORMS AND EQUALITY STRIDES
¢ Focuson Women's Empowerment

o During the 1980s, India began to emphasize the health, education, and employment of women, leading to the
third wave of Indian feminism.

o This period recognized the intersectionality of caste, class, and culture, with the movement entering private
spheres to claim equal marital, divorce, succession rights, justice against dowry and sexual violence, and
economic opportunities.

¢ Significant Reforms and Reports

o Indiawasthe firsttoenact the Family Courts Act (1984), and under pressure from the women's movement, the

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence (DV) Act (2005) was introduced.

o The 'Towards Equality’ report released by the Government of India in 1974 highlighted women's
marginalization from the economy, a focus of activism during the 1970s and 1980s.

3) WOMEN'S REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
e Activism against Family Planning Abuses
o Women's groups focused on the abuses committed in the name of family planning programs, particularly

against poor women in rural areas who were subjected to abusive sterilisation operations and unsafe
contraceptives.

¢ Addressing Teenage Pregnancies and Trafficking

o The groups also worked on issues of teenage pregnancies, trafficking of young girls for sex trade, and the
involvement of the criminal justice system.
¢ Banning Sex Determination
o The campaign against sex determination led to a central legislation banning amniocentesis, chorio-villai-
biopsy, and sex pre-selection techniques for femicide.



4) WOMEN'SMOVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
¢ Economic Empowerment
o The women's movement during the 1970s and 1980s emphasized the marginalization of women from the
economy and advocated for women's rights, counteracting escalating violence against women and sexual
harassment at workplaces.
¢ Gender Budgeting
o In the 1990s, the women's movement claimed its place within the mainstream, advocating for women's
empowerment, gender budgeting, and partnership with men. This period also saw the rise of activism for the
rights of Dalit and marginalized women. Gender Budget Statement was firstintroduced in Budget 2005-06.

ANTI-ARRACKMOVEMENT
e Origin and Purpose of the Movement
o Inthe early 1990s, rural Andhra Pradeshbecame the epicenter of a unique women-led movement against
alcohol dependency. Women campaigned against the subsequent abuse associated with alcoholism,
demanding a total ban on drinking and selling liquor. The movement's unique methods were neither
Gandhian nor Marxian but carved its path.
e Outcome and Influence
o The struggle led to a statewide ban on liquor in 1995, establishing the movement as a significant catalyst
for women-led action in India. This also sparked further engagements in women's rights.

5) WOMEN'SMOVEMENT IN THE DIGITAL ERA
¢ Advent of Digital Feminism

o By the 2000s, with economic liberalization and advancementsin technology, Indian women experienced a
cultural shift emphasizing rights such as freedom, choice, and independence.

o Thedigital revolution ushered in a new wave of feminism, highlighting both the benefits and challenges of this
digital space.

¢ Influential Online Movements and Campaigns

o Along with the global movements like #MeToo and Everyday Sexism Project, India has witnessed its own
powerful social media campaigns.

o The #The LahuKaLagaan campaign, for example, effectivelyled to the removal of the "period tax"in 2018,
making sanitary products more affordable for women across the country.

o The tragic Nirbhaya case in 2012 ignited a nationwide outcry for justice and women's safety, facilitated and
amplified by social media.

o Theimmense public pressure led to substantial legal reforms, including the introduction of the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013, also known as the Nirbhaya Act, which provided for stricter punishment for sexual
crimes against women.

o Furthermore, to combat sexual harassment at the workplace, the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, or the SHE Act, was passed in 2013.

o Thiswasanother significantlegal reform directly influenced by the ongoing dialogue about women's rightsand
safetyin India.

CHALLENGES FORWOMEN MOVEMENTS:

¢ Intersectionality: Women's experiences in India are not monolithic and are shaped by their caste, religion, class
and geographical location. Yet, the unique challenges faced by women from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
religious minorities, and those residing in rural and conflict-affected areas are often inadequately addressed.
According to a National Family Health Survey (NFHS) report of2019-2021, women from the Scheduled Tribes

have the highestilliteracy rates, at 42.9%, compared to the national average of 28.5%.

¢ Representation of Marginalized Groups: Women from marginalized communities are often underrepresented in
these movements. For example, as of 2021, while women constituted 48.20% of India's total population,
their representation in political positions remains low. According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union as of
April 2023, women held only 14.4% of the seats in the Lok Sabha and 12.2% in the Rajya Sabha. This
underrepresentation extends to movements advocating for women's rights.



¢ Digital Gender Divide: While digital technologies have the potential to empower women and amplify their voices,
there exists a significant gender gap in access to and usage of digital platforms. Bridging this gap is essential for
ensuringwomen's participation in the digital economy and online activism.

Some major reforms

o Transportation Reforms: As Transport Minister after independence, Lal Bahadur Shastri introduced the
provision of female drivers and conductors in public transportation, breaking gender norms in the wor kforce.

¢ The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Actof 1971: [tlegalizes abortion under certain circumstances.
The Act was enacted to regulate and facilitate safe and legal abortion services in the country, recognizing the
reproductive rights of women.

¢ The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976: It is a significant piece of legislation aimed at promoting gender equality
in the workplace by ensuring that men and women receive equal pay for equal work. It reflects the commitment
ofthe Indian legal system to address issues of gender-based discrimination and promote fairness in employment
practices.

o The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1976: This act of 1976, raises the age of marriage for girls from 15 to 18
years and for boys 18 to 21 years. Parents of the children performing conducting or directing such marriage are
subjected to punishment.

e The National Plan of Action (NPA) for Women: It was formulated in 1976 in India to address various aspects
of women'’s development. The NPA identified key areas, and action programs were designed to bring about

positive changes in women's status.

Cyberfeminism, still in its nascent stage in India, has the potential to democratize feminism, making it more diverse
and decentralized. However, it must tread carefully to avoid replicating the universalism of previous feminist waves
and ensure representation for all women.
KEYWORDS: National Plan of Action, The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976, Child marriage, Sati, Widow Remarriage,
National Commission for Women, Special Marriage Act, Intersectionality, Hindu Marriage Act, Dowry Prohibition
Act, Self Employed Women's Association (SEWA), Mahila Dakshata Samiti, #MeToo, ANTI-ARRACK MOVEMENT.

STUDENT MOVEMENTS

. PRE-INDEPENDENCE ERA
o Historical Roots in Freedom Struggle: Student movements in India trace back to the country's fight for
independence, with students actively contributing to movements like swadeshi , non cooperation and civil
disobedience movements against British rule.
¢ Some movements like Young Bengal were also mainly student oriented movements.
II. THE CATALYSTS OF STUDENT MOVEMENTS POST INDEPENDENCE
¢ Quest for Freedom
o Studentsand youth have been key contributors to India's struggle for freedom and justice.
o During the Emergency (1975-77), student bodies from universities across the country were at the forefront of
the resistance, embodying the spirit of defiance.
¢ Deprivation, Injustice, and Education System
o Socio-economic deprivation and injustice can drive student movements, as evidenced by tribal students’ activism
for better educational opportunities.
o Moreover, perceived inadequacies within the education system, often seen as authoritarian and bureaucratic,
can further stimulate student unrest.
¢ State Policy and Unemployment
o Studentmovements often arise in response to state policies perceived as detrimental to their interests.




o For instance, the reservation policy implemented by the Government of India sparked significant student
movementsin 1990,2006,and 2015.
o Unemployment, especially amongeducated youths, further fuels these agitations, highlighting a pivotal societal
tension.
¢ Generation Gap and Alienation
o The generational gap is another trigger for student movements, resulting in ideological-based movements and

widespread youth activism.
o Alienation, often due to a lack of employment opportunities despite education, leads to student unrest and

subsequent movements.
¢ Use of Quick Information Systems
o Theadvent of digital technology and social media has further catalysed student activism, providing platforms for
rallying supportand organising protests.
IIl. MAJORSTUDENT MOVEMENTS
¢ Protests on Linguistic Lines (1950s-1970s)
o Early post-independence student movements revolved around the demand for linguistic states and opposition
to Hindi imposition, notably in Odisha and Tamil Nadu.
o The Anti-Hindi movement of 1965 was a significant student-led agitation against the Official Languages Act of
1963.
¢ Emergency and its Aftermath (1970s-1990s)
o TheJayaprakash Narayan (JP) movementagainst the Emergency gave rise toa generation of political leaders.
o Themovement's roots lie in the 'Navnirman Andolan' of 1974 in Gujarat, initiated due to a hike in hostel food
fees.
o ThePunjab problem and the Assam agitation also marked a militant turn in student politics during this period.

¢ JP Movement and Emergency (1974-1975): In the late 1960s, Jayaprakash Narayan gained prominence in
state politics. In 1974, responding to high inflation and social issues, he led the movement in Bihar, initially
focused on state corruption and later expanding to oppose the central government led by Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Also known as the Bihar Movement or Sampoorna Kranti, it became a significant anti-corruption and
pro-democracy movement. Some of the key points related totherise of the JP Movementin India are as follows:

¢ Gujarat Unrest (January 1974): A student movement in Gujarat protested against rising prices of food grains,
cooking oil, and basic commodities. The government responded with force, leading tothe President’s Rule being
imposed in the state.Indira Gandhi dissolved the assembly in March 1975 in response to ongoing protests.

¢ Bihar Unrest (March 1974): Students in Bihar began a similar agitation in response tothe Gujarat uprising. The
movement was distinguished by the emergence of Jayaprakash Narayan (JP), who called for a “total revolution.”
The movement included demands for the resignation of the Congress government in Bihar and the dissolution
of the assembly.

e JP’s Rally to Parliament: In a significant turn of events, JP led a massive people’s march to the Parliament in
1975, drawing immense public participation. This marked one of the largest political rallies in the capital and
signaled the growing influence of the movements led by him.

¢ Nationwide agitation and call for Total Revolution: On 12 June 1975, Allahabad High Court found Indira
Gandhi guilty of electoral malpractices. The court declared the election verdict in the Rae Bareilly constituency
“null and void”, and barred her from holding elected office for six years. This prompted Jayaprakash Narayan to
urge the military and police to reject orders of the government that were illegal or unethical and called for the
resignations of both Indira and the Chief Ministers. He advocated for a comprehensive revolutionary agenda
termed “Sampoorna Kranti” or “total revolution” with a focus on social change.

o JP’s Idea Of Total Revolution: Jayaprakash Narayan’s concept of Total Revolution encompassed seven
revolutions—social, economic, political, cultural, ideological, educational, and spiritual. Rooted in both Marxist
and Gandhian influences, it aimed for a continuous and comprehensive transformation of Indian society.
However, critiques arose due to the lack of a specificblueprint, the absence of a clear ideology, and challenges in




implementing the proposed societal changes. Critics pointed to]P’s call for expertinvolvement and the perceived

failure of the movement, considering it an “unworkable utopia.” Despite inspiring a broad movement, the
practicality of the Total Revolution faced skepticism.

¢ Mandal Era

o Theimplementation ofthe Mandal Commission's recommendations in the 1990s sparked a series of protestsled

by upper-caste students, significantly influencing the Hindi heartland's socio-political landscape.
IV. POST-LIBERALISATION STUDENT MOVEMENTS
¢ Emergence and Impact

o The post-liberalisation period ushered in a new phase of student movements and agitations, including significant
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC).

¢ Notable Movements

o The agitation following Rohith Vemula's suicide at the University of Hyderabad and the Telangana movement
spearheaded by students from Osmania University and the University of Hyderabad highlight the continued
relevance and impact of studentactivism in contemporary India.

o Fees Must Fall Campaign (202 0-onwards): Inspired by the global "Fees Must Fall" movements, several Indian
institutions saw students protest against high tuition fees, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic when
students were expected to pay full fees despite online classes.

o Pinjra Tod (Break the Cage) Movement (2015-onwards): Pinjra Tod is a collective of women students
fighting against discriminatory hostel rules for women in various Indian universities. The movement began in
Delhi but quickly spread to other parts of the country.

While student movements in the colonial context were primarily driven by national liberation or independence, the
postcolonial student movements have been largely mobilized around local grievances and campus politics. Despite this
shift, their impact on societal and political change remains significant, underlining the importance of youth engagement
in the democratic process.

KEYWORDS: Pinjra Tod (Break the Cage) Movement, Fees Must Fall Campaign, Citizenship Amendment Act,
National Register of Citizens, Mandal Era, Official Languages Act, Civil Disobedience Movement, Total Revolution,
Emergency, Navnirman Andolan, Marginalized student communities.

AGRARIAN MOVEMENT IN INDIA: A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

PRE-INDEPENDENCE AGRARIAN MOVEMENTS:

o Theearly phase of post-Independence agrarian movements can be traced backtothe pre-Independence era.

¢ Thedemands for land rights and agricultural reforms, initiated during the freedom struggle, continued to resonate
post-independence.

POLICY MEASURES FORTRANSFORMATION:

o The 1950s saw several policy initiatives at the national and state levels to instigate agrarian change.

¢ Landreforms, community development programs, and agricultural extension schemesaimed at overhaulingthe
agriculturallandscape inherited from colonial times.

IMPACT OF THE GREEN REVOLUTION:

¢ Theintroduction of the 'Green Revolution' in the 1960s resulted in the rise of new agrarian classes, the emergence
of innovative organizational forms, and new modes of political mobilization.

o This period also surfaced new agrarian issuesrelated to the socio-economic disparities introduced by high-yield
variety crops and technology.

NAXALBARIMOVEMENT IN WEST BENGAL

¢ Initiated in 1967 by the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist), the movementaimed tosecure rights for
marginalized agricultural communities.



The movement initially focused on land reforms but eventually broadened its scope to larger issues of corruption,
exploitation, and maladministration.

PHASE I1: 1970-1990

The 1970s and 1980s witnessed the rise of various farmer movements, led by different classes such as middle
peasants, kulaks, and rural rich.

The Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) emerged during this period, demanding higher government floor prices,
abolition of restrictions on interstate movement of farm produce, electricity supply at reasonable rates, loan
waivers, and government pensions for farmers.

The BKU conducted several rallies, demonstrations, sit-ins, and "jail bharo" (courting imprisonment) agitations.
They used traditional caste panchayats for mobilisation, functioning as a pressure group with considerable strength
in numbers.

1990 TO 2019

During the era of globalisation, farmers' movements beganreacting to issues related to global interference in the
country's agrarian economy.

They opposed attempts to alter patent laws, foreign government subsidies, and exploitation by Multinational
Companiesusing Indian natural resources.

Modern thinkerslike Vandana Shiva argue that technologies popularised in the Green Revolution have done more
harm than good to land fertility.

CURRENT FARM PROTESTS

Bhoomi Adhikar Andolan: This is a pan-Indian movement that began around 2015, focusing on land rights for
farmers and indigenous people. It advocates against land acquisition by the government and corporations without
fair compensation and consent.

Farmer Protests Against the 2020 Farm Bills: One of the largest and most impactful movements in recent Indian
history began in August 2020, when the Indian government passed three farm bills that were met with massive
resistance from farmers, particularly from Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh. Farmers feared that the
new laws would dismantle the MSP system and leave them at the mercy oflarge corporates. The protests culminated
in a year-long sit-in around the national capital, New Delhi, which led to the government's decision to repeal the
laws in November 2021.

Local Movements for Water Access: Various local movements across India, particularly in drought-prone areas,
focus on water rights and access toirrigation facilities. These movements are crucial for marginalized farmers who
depend on agriculture for their livelihood but face water scarcity that significantly affects their crop yield and quality
of life.

Farmer Indebtedness

One of the biggest problems faced by peasants was indebtedness which the government was not able to solve.
Data: In 1954, the Rural Credit Survey Committee commissioned by the RBI found that 93 percent of the credit
needs of agriculturists were supplied privately, 3 per cent by the government, 3 per cent by cooperative societies
and 1 per cent by commercial banks. Through this date S.J. Patel estimated that farmers paid Rs 6,500 million in
interestin 1950-51 and Rs 14,200 million in rentand debtannually by the end of colonial rule. Cooperatives ignored
RBI’s advice tolend based on crop production, not land ownership, leaving the landless out of the scheme. Estimates
put farmer debtataround 170 million rupeesas of 2021

Peasants’ Movements in Independent India

Some movements, like Tebhaga in Bengal and Canal Colonies tenants’ movement in Punjab, were stopped by
communal violence during Partition. Butin Telangana of Hyderabad and Patiala area of PEPSU, both princely states
joining India, the movementslasted longer.




Telangana Peasant Struggle (1946-51)

Under the Nizam rule, Telangana (Telugu-speaking area of Hyderabad) peasants faced severe feudal oppression
by jagirdars and deshmukhs. The Communists mobilised them against the British’s agrarian policies and the
landlords’ veth begar (forced labour). The peasant movement grew fast from 1945, inspired by the Communists’
brave actions.

Anti-Nizam Movement: The Nizam of Hyderabad, backed by Pakistan and some British, resisted joining the
Indian Union after independence. The state people wanted integration and followed the State Congress. The
Communists joined the anti-Nizam, pro-integration movement. After the anti-Nizam movement showed the
people’s will, the Indian army entered Hyderabad and the Nizam and his troops gave up. The army cleared the
rural areas of the Razakars and got the peasants’ support.

After Hyderabad's Integration: The Communists decided to keep their arms and fight the pro-imperialist,
bourgeois landlord Nehru government. They hid in the forests and attacked the Indian army but did not realise
thatthe Indian army was strong and modern.

End of the Movement: A sad and needless conflict followed. The army drove out the activists from the villages,
hurting many peasants. The Communists tried to rebuild their bases in the forests but failed. The movement
ended in 1951 when the CPI changed its policy after visiting Moscow. By then, only a few were left in the forests.
Many died or werejailed.

Government Legislation: The government acted fastby abolishing jagirdariin 1949 and passed the Hyderabad
Tenancy and Agricultural Lands Act, of 1950. Over 600,000 tenants were declared ‘protected’ tenants with a right
to purchase the land on easy terms. Land ceilings were introduced in the mid-1950s. The peasants’ political
awareness helped implement land reforms better. The landlords who came back after the movement failed, could
not resume the old ways. They often sold land cheaply and faced pressure to increase wages.

The movement ended landlordism in Telangana, but this was already done in the anti-Nizam, pro-integration
struggle, where the Communistsled the masses and voiced radical peasant demands.

Patiala Muzara Movement (1G30s-1G52)

The muzara or tenants’ movement in Patiala (the largest princely state in Punjab), started in the late 1930s.
Biswedars (local term for landlords), were revenue collectors, who later succeeded in claiming proprietary
status. They relegated the farmers of 800 villages to the position of occupancy tenants and tenants-at-will. The
new tenants resented the new landlords, who had no valid claim to the land. The land which had belonged to the
tenants for generations.

Role of Communists: By the 1930s, communists were quite active in the peasants’ movements in neighboring
areas. Soon, they emerged as the leading force in the muzara (or tenant-farmer) movement. By 1945, the
movement had turned into an open confrontation between muzaras and biswedars. The Praja Mandal extended
its support to the movement.

After the Integration of Patiala: With the coming of independence, Patiala joined the Indian Union. The
Maharaja of Patiala isolated by the opposition launched severe repression on the muzaras. The repression
decreased after the formation of the PEPSU in July 1948, a new province comprising the erstwhile princely states
of Punjab. The state was weak and different groups had to fight for themselves. Some landlords used armed
gangs, so the movement had to fight back with its armed wing.

Lal CommunistParty: In 1948, Teja Singh Swatantar and some Punjab Communists, who did not get along with
the CPI, formed the Lal Communist Party and an armed volunteer corps. In late 1948, thisarmed group defended
the muzaras from the biswedars and their gangs.

Scenario improved post-Legislations: Things changed when the PEPSU Tenancy and and Agricultural Lands
Act, 1955 was introduced that protected tenants against eviction. In 1954, PEPSU Occupancy Tenants (Vesting
of Proprietary Rights) Act was passed. This Act let occupancy tenants buy theirland by paying compensation




amounting to twelve times the land revenue. The Communists wanted the land to be transferred without
compensation, but the tenants agreed to this deal and stopped protesting.

WAY FORWARD
It is essential to identify and bridge gaps in the implementation of existing agrarian policies. There is a need to ensure
the effective execution of land reforms, irrigation schemes, and minimum support prices for crops. Initiatives should
be taken toaddress the distress among farmers caused by indebtedness, inadequate prices for crops, and issues related
toland holdings.

KEYWORDS: Telangana Peasant Struggle, Patiala Muzara Movement, Farmer Indebtedness, Bhoomi Adhikar
Andolan, Green Revolution, Bharatiya Kisan Union,

CASTE MOVEMENTSIN INDIA: HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND CURRENT TRENDS
DALIT MOVEMENTS
Phase 1: 1947 to 1970s
Post-independence, Dalit movements primarily aimed to fight against perpetual caste-based inequalities, seeking
effective implementation of reservations and social justice.
¢ Two types of movements emerged:
o Reformative: These movements attempted toreform the caste system.
o Alternative: These sought tocreate alternate socio-cultural structures through religious conversion, education,
economic status upliftment, or political power.
o In the early 1970s, first-generation Dalit graduates began asserting themselves, leading to the formation of
militant organizations such as the Dalit Panthers in Maharashtra.
o The Dalit Movement strived for social justice and dignity, leveraging caste mobilization to construct electoral
majorities.
Phase 2: 1980s to Present: The 1980s witnessed an increase in the strength of Dalit political organizations. For
instance, BAMCEF (Backward and Minority Classes Employees Federation) founded in 1978, championed the cause of
the bahujan—SC, ST, and OBC minorities—to attain political power. Dalit consciousness got divided into two classes.
The first benefited from reservation and market reforms, evolving into a capitalist class. The second continued
traditional occupations (e.g., bonded labor, sanitation work) and failed to benefit from market reforms and reservation.

¢ The Dalit Panthers Movement
o Emergence of Dalit Panthers (1972): The Dalit Panthers, a neo-social movement inspired by Dr B.R.
Ambedkar’s philosophy was established in 1972.
o Foundation and Vision: Founded by Namdeo Dhasal and J. V. Pawar on May 29, 1972, in Maharashtra, the
movement aimed to combat caste discrimination, representinga departure from traditional Dalit movements.
o Inspiration from Black Panther Party: Drawing inspiration from the Black Panther Party, a socialist
movement that fought racial discrimination against African-Americans during the U.S. In the mid-20th
century, the Dalit Panthers adopted a similar ethos.
¢ Backward and Minority Communities Employee Federation (BAMCEF)
o Establishment of BAMCEF (1978): In 1978, Kanshi Ram founded the Backward and Minority Communities
Employee Federation (BAMCEF).
o Mission and Motto: BAMCEF’s mission, encapsulated by the motto “Educate-Organize and Agitate,” aimed to
raise awareness and mobilize marginalized communities against the prevailing caste system.
o Advocacy and Expansion: Kanshi Ram actively expanded his network, advocating the principles and

teachings of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, emphasizing education, organization, and agitation as a means to empower
backward and minority communities.
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Reformative.

BACKWARD CLASS MOVEMENTS

¢ Phase 1: 1947-2000: Since the 1920s, organizations centered around caste issues emerged, such as the United
Provinces Hindu Backward Classes League, All-India Backward Classes Federation, and All India Backward Classes
League. The Kaka Kalelkar Commission, appointed in 1956, identified nearly 3000 tribes or clans as OBC. With
the Green Revolution's emergence, dominant castes like Jats and Yadavs, controlling a significant portion of the
rural economy, started to benefit. The 1992 implementation of the Mandal Commission report provided further
impetus.

e Phase 2: 2001-Present: The recommendation for OBC reservations in central government institutions was
implemented in 1992, with an education quota established in 2006. Despite two decades of its implementation,
gross inequity in reservation benefits continues among different OBC communities. Dominant castes that benefited
during the Green Revolution now face an agrarian crisis, reducing their dominance. Backward classes' students have
actively demanded OBC quota reservation, leading to significant movements like the Patidar Andolan in Gujarat,
Maratha agitation in Maharashtra, and Jat agitation in Haryana.

By organizing themselves, the lower castes have been able to represent their collective interests effectively, thereby

transforming their position within the hierarchical pattern of Hindu society. However, the movement has not been

withoutits complexities and continues to evolve.

Progress in OBC Issues:

o Constitutional Recognition of National Commission for Backward Classes: In 2018, the Indian parliament
passed the 123rd Constitutional Amendment Bill, giving constitutional status to the National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC). This was a significant milestone for the OBC community, as it ensured greater
representation and power to address grievances.

¢ Committee for Sub-Categorisation of OBCs: In 2017, the Indian government set up a commission under
(Retd.) Justice G Rohini to examine the sub-categorisation of OBCs. The aim was to ensure a more equitable
distribution of reservations among the OBCs, particularly for the most marginalized within the group.

e OBC Reservations in Local Bodies: The 73rd and 74th amendments to the Indian Constitution ensured
reservations for OBCs in Panchayati Raj Institutions and urban local bodies, respectively. This has been critical
in ensuring the political representation of OBCs at the grassroots level.

¢ Inclusion of New Castes: Over the years, several castes have been included in the OBC list, ensuring they have
access to reservations in education and government jobs.

¢ Reservation in Educational Institutions: The Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Admissions)
Act, 2006, introduced reservations for OBC students in central educational institutions, furthering educational
opportunities for this section of society.

KEYWORDS: Kaka Kalelkar Commission, Green revolution, Reservation, National Commission for Backward
Classes, Justice G Rohini committee.

ENVIRONMENT MOVEMENTS

The Brundtland Report 1987 (Theme: Our Common Future) “Sustainable development” is the development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

India has faced many environmental movements since independence for the protection ofthe environment and natural
resources.

SOME OF THEPROMINENT MOVEMENTS:

Chipko Movement: The Chipko movement, which began inthe 1970s, was a significant environmental movement in
India, particularly in the state of Uttarakhand (formerly part of Uttar Pradesh). The movement aimed at the protection



and conservation of forests, particularly against the commercial logging activities that were threatening the region’s

ecosystems.

Origins and Trigger: The modern Chipko movement originated in 1973 in the Chamoli district of Uttarakhand,
triggered by the rampant felling of trees in response to the growing development needs. The movement gained
momentum after widespread floods in 1970 were attributed to deforestation caused by commercial logging.
Embrace the Trees: The name “Chipko” comes from the Hindi word “embrace,” symbolising the act of villagers
especially women, hugging and encircling trees to prevent them from being felled. This nonviolent form of protest
aimed to physically obstruct the loggers from cutting down the trees.

Key Figures: Chandi Prasad Bhatt, a Gandhian environmentalist and the founder of Dasholi Gram Swarajya Sangh
(DGSM), played a crucial role in leading the Chipko movement. Sunderlal Bahuguna, another prominent
environmentalist, contributed significantly to the movement’s success.

Women’s Role: Women played a central role in the Chipko movement. As they were primarily responsible for
cultivation, livestock, and children, they were most affected by deforestation. Notable activists included Gaura Devi,
Sudesha Devi, and Chipko poet Ghanshyam Raturi.

Environmental Impact: The movement gained traction under environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna, who
campaigned against the destruction of forests and mountains. As aresult of the Chipko protests, then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi implemented a 15-year moratorium on commercial felling in the Uttarakhand Himalaya. The Forest
Conservation Act of 1980 and the establishment of the Ministry of Environment and Forests in India are attributed,
in part, to the consciousness created by Chipko.

Global Recognition: Chipko leaders received international recognition, including awards such as the Chandi Prasad
Bhatt was awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award in 1982. The movement’'s impact went beyond India and
contributed to the global environmental discourse.

Appiko Movement (1983): The Appiko Andolan (local term for ‘hugging’ in Kannada is Appiko), born in the Uttara
Kannada district of Karnataka in 1983, drew inspiration from the famous Chipko Andolan in the Himalayas.
Witnessing the success of tree-hugging in Uttarakhand, the people of Salkani embraced a similar movement.

Appiko Movement's Objectives

Conserving Western Ghats: The primary goal is to safeguard the tropical forests in the Western Ghats, recognizing
their ecological significance.

Restoring Greenery: Inareas depleted of forests, contributing to environmental regeneration.

Promoting Rational Utilization: Aiming to reduce pressure on forest resources, the movement advocates for the
rational utilization of natural resources. The focus is on sustainable practices.

The impact of the Appiko Movement has been significant. The awareness it raised regarding the ecological
importance of the Western Ghats led to a heightened sense of responsibility towards conservation. Ultimately, the
Appiko Andolan stands as a testament to the power of grassroots movements in fostering environmental
consciousness and advocating for the preservation of vital ecosystems.

Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), 1985: The movement is like a river, and the river is like the movement. - ‘Words
on Water’, (Sanjay Kak’s classic documentary on the NBA)

Genesis of the NBA Movement (1985): Initiated in 1985, the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) emerged as a
widespread movement protesting the insufficient Resettlement and Rehabilitation (R&R) policies affecting more
than 250,000 individuals facing displacement due to the construction of large dams on the Narmada River. Initially
named the Narmada Dharangrast Samiti, it underwentarenaming in 1989 to the NBA.

Narmada Valley Project and Background (1946-1978): The Narmada Valley project, conceptualized in 1946,
officially commenced in 1978 following the final orders of the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal. These orders
outlined Resettlement and Rehabilitation plans for the affected population.



¢ Legal Intervention by Medha Patkar (1985-2000): In 1985, Medha Patkar approached the Supreme Court,
drawing attention to the inadequate Resettlement and Rehabilitation measures associated with the Narmada Valley
project.The legal intervention continued until 2000 when the court permitted construction under the condition of
supervised Resettlement and Rehabilitation.

e NBA’s Advocacy and Impact: The Narmada Bachao Andolan brought significant attention to environmental and
rehabilitation concerns linked to major dam projects. By shedding light on the challenges faced by tribal and
underprivileged communities most affected by these initiatives, the NBA played a pivotal role in raising awareness
about the human and environmental costs of large dams. The movement became a powerful advocate for just and
comprehensive rehabilitation policies, leaving a lasting impact on the discourse surrounding such developmental
projects.

Reports of National Herald Newspaper quoted that the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), led by Medha Patkar,
stands as one of the longest-living Gandhian ‘Satyagraha’ globally. It represents a historic struggle by ordinary
individuals using traditional methods, and the Narmada River serves as a witness to this ongoing endeavor.

ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS

Post independence Environmental disasters like dam failures have had significant negative impact on some regions,

some of them are:

e TheBhopal Gas Tragedy 1984: The Bhopal gas tragedy in 1984 highlighted the potential ofa large-scale industrial
accident and underscored the crucial role of a regulatory oversight. The incident, which continues to impact the
local population, involved the US- based Union Carbide Company, currently under the ownership of Dow Chemicals.

¢ The Unfateful Night: On the night of December 3, 1984, a massive leakage of approximately 40 tonnes of deadly
methyl isocyanate gas occurred at the plant. As per a government affidavit in 2006, the Bhopal gas leak resulted in
558,125 injuries, encompassing 38,478 temporary partial injuries, and around 3,900 severe and permanent
disabilities.

¢ TheMachchhuDamDisaster 1979 On August 10,1979 in Morbi area of Gujarat heavy rainstorm hit the Machchhu
river, causing almost seven times the usual downpour and the excess water flow downstream posed a severe threat
to the human settlements.

¢ Dam Failures: The raging river first impacted Machchhu Dam-1 and then targeted Machchhu Dam-2. Despite
opening most gates, the 4-km long Machchhu Dam-2 failed on August 11, 1979, after nearly 24 hours of near-full
operation.

Steps taken:

¢ Environment Protection Act of 1986 “Plans to protect air and water, wilderness and wildlife are in fact plans
to protect man.” - Stewart Udall. The Act, commonly considered a response to the Bhopal gas leak 1984, was
enacted to enforce decisions from the UN Conference on the Human Environment.

¢ Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): UNEP defines Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) as a tool
used to identify the environmental, social and economic impacts of a project prior to decision-making.

e MC Mehta vs Union of India (1985)

o The case involves the Oleum Gas Leakage from Shriram Food and Fertilizers Ltd. in Delhi, drawing parallels
with the Bhopal Gas Tragedy. The MC Mehta vs Union of India case played a pivotal role in environmental
advocacy, introducing the ‘Absolute Liability Principle.’

o Absolute Liability Principle: In industries like Shriram engaged in inherently dangerous activities, the

Supreme Court established the rule of absolute liability. This means any industry involved in hazardous
activities causing harm is held absolutelyliable for the consequences.




THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT POST-INDEPENDENCE

The post-independence era in the Indian subcontinent was marked by monumental shifts in political, economic, and
social spheres. The period saw the birth oftwo new nations, India and Pakistan, followed by the creation of Bangladesh
in 1971.
INDEPENDENCE AND PARTITION
¢ Independence: August 15, 1947: End of British colonial rule; birth of independent India and Pakistan.
¢ Partition:
Britain’s Parliament passed the Indian Independence Acton July 18, 1947.1t ordered that the dominions of
India and Pakistan be demarcated by midnight of August 14-15,1947.
o Radcliffe Line: The boundary demarcation between India and Pakistan.
o Massive population exchange and communal violence: Resulted in immense loss of life and
property.
INDIA
¢ Adoption of Constitution (1950): India becomes a Republic; adopts a Constitution thatlays down the political and
social framework.
¢ Reorganization of States (1956): States Reorganisation Act leads to redrawing of Indian states primarily on
linguisticlines.
¢ Economic Development (Five-Year Plans): Adopted for planned economic development.
¢ 1991 Economic Reforms: Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization (LPG) reforms introduced to rescue the
economy from a balance-of-payments crisis.
¢ Social Development: Landmark legislations and movements for social justice, including the, Abolition of
untouchability, Women's rights, and Rights for marginalized communities.
PAKISTAN
o Political Developments (Military Rule): Multiple periods of military dictatorship interspersed with civilian rule.
o East Pakistan Crisis: Social, economic, and political differences led to rising tensions between East and West
Pakistan. This led to the creation of Bangladesh as an independent nation.

Wars between India and Pakistan

¢ Indo-Pakistani War of 1947. (Karachi Agreement)

¢ Indo-Pakistani War of 1965. (Tashkent Declaration)
¢ Indo-Pakistani War of 1971. (Shimla Agreement)

o Indo-Pakistani War of 1999. (Operation Vijay)

e Karachi Agreement: India and Pakistan fought their first war in October 1947, over Jammu and Kashmir.. The
war ended on January 1, 1949, with a cease-fire declaration by the UN, which was ratified by the Karachi
Agreementin July 1949.

e TheSimlaAgreement, July 2,1972, after the War of 1971. This agreement set down the rules. The ceasefire line
was designated as the new “Line-of-Control” between the two countries under this agreement.

e Lahore Declaration: The Lahore Declaration was a bilateral agreement and governance treaty between India
and Pakistan. The treaty was signed on 21 February 1999, at the conclusion of a historic summit in Lahore, and
ratified by the parliaments of both countries the same year. Official flags of India and Pakistan at the Wagha
border.

e Operation Gibraltar 1965: was designed to infiltrate into Jammu and Kashmir, several columns of trained and
well-armed Mujahideen and Razakars, led by Pakistan Army Majors, the columns managed toinfiltrate, but failed
to create large-scale disturbances and did not receive support from the people.The objective was to instigate




locals to revolt against the Indian Government. The operation failed as the infiltration was discovered, and the
locals did not revolt. This caused the 1965 Indo-Pak War to start

e Operation Vijay: In 1999, India and Pakistan signed the Lahore Agreement. However, the Pakistani troops
began infiltrating toward the Indian side of the Line of Control (LoC) hoping to cut off Indian Troops in Siachen
The Indian Army launched Operation Vijay, to throw back the intruders who had occupied Indian Territory.

o Operation Meghdoot of 1984: The Indian Armed Forces operation to capture the Siachen Glacier, a strategically
importantregion near Northern Ladakh.

Tashkent Declaration: In 1966, the Tashkent Declaration was signed under the mediation of the Soviet Union,
marking a short-lived attempt at peace with India after the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965.
¢ Circumstances that led to the Tashkent Agreement:

o The 1965 Indo-Pak War: which started with border skirmishes in the Rann of Kutch and escalated into a
full-scale conflict over Jammu and Kashmir.

o International pressure: During the Cold War, the US and Soviet Union were concerned about India-Pakistan
conflict escalation, fearing regional implications and potential involvement.

o Ceasefire and peace talks: The UN Security Council passed Resolution 211, calling for a ceasefire between
India and Pakistan. The Soviet Union, led by Premier Kosygin, mediated peace talks, resulting in the Tashkent
Conference.

o Highlights of the Tashkent Agreement:

o Withdrawal of troops: Both India and Pakistan agreed to withdraw their respective troops to pre-war
positions by February 25,1966. This led to a de-escalation of military tensionsalong the borders.

o Restoration of diplomatic relations: The Tashkent Agreement provided for the restoration of normal
diplomaticand economic relations between the two countries, which had been severed during the war.

o Exchange of prisoners of war: Both countries agreed to exchange prisoners of war and return the captured
territories as per the pre-war status.

o No territorial gains: Despite the large-scale conflict, neither India nor Pakistan gained any significant
territorial advantage from the war.

o Non-interference in internal affairs: Both countries agreed torespect each other's territorial integrity and
sovereignty and committed to non-interference in each other's internal affairs.

o Peaceful settlement of disputes: The Tashkent Agreement also called for a peaceful settlement of all
outstanding disputes between India and Pakistan, including the issue of Jammu and Kashmir, through
negotiations and diplomatic channels.

BANGLADESH

Independence of Bangladesh: 1971: Following a brutal crackdown by Pakistani military and subsequent India-
Pakistan war, East Pakistan becomes independent as Bangladesh.

¢ Birth ofa Nation: The Liberation War of 1971 resulted in the formation of Bangladesh.

¢ Economic and Social Developments: Challenges including poverty, political instability, and natural disasters.
Progress in areas such as human development and social reforms.

IMPACT ON INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

¢ Regional Relations: Relations between India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh have been fraught with conflicts, border
disputes, and diplomatic tensions. Despite these challenges, attempts have been made at peace and regional
cooperation, including the formation of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

e Global Impact: The Indian subcontinent plays a pivotal role in global politics, economics, and cultural
exchange. Over the past few decades, India, in particular, has emerged as a major global player and a burgeoning
economy.

Factors that prompted India to play a decisive role in the emergence of Bangladesh:




Humanitarian crisis: The brutal crackdown by the Pakistani military in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh)in 1971
led toa massive humanitarian crisis. Millions of refugees, primarily Bengali-speaking Hindus, fled toIndia to
escape persecution, placing immense strain on India's resources and infrastructure. India's intervention was
partly driven by the urgent need to address this humanitarian catastrophe.

Strategic interests: East Pakistan's struggle for independence provided India with an opportunity to weaken its
rival, Pakistan. A weakened and divided Pakistan would help reduce the security threat posed by Pakistan's
military, particularly on India's eastern front.

Geopolitical considerations: India's intervention in the Bangladesh Liberation War was also influenced by Cold
War dynamics. Pakistan had the support of the United States and China, while India sought support from the
Soviet Union. By aiding Bangladesh, India sought to counterbalance the influence of the US and China in the
region and strengthen its strategic partnership with the Soviet Union.

Regional stability: India was concerned about the impact ofthe crisisin East Pakistan on regional stability. The
influx of refugees and the potential for the conflict to spill over into India's territory could have had serious
consequences for India's national security and regional peace.

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS:

1947: Partition of India and independence from British rule; formation of India and Pakistan.

1949: Establishment ofthe People's Republic of China and the Republic of China in Taiwan.

1950: India becomes a Republic with the adoption of the Constitution.

1956: Reorganization of Indian states on linguisticlines.

1962: Sino-Indian War between India & China, leading to Chinese victory and capture of Aksai Chin.
1965: Second Indo-Pakistani War; Operation Gibraltar.

1971: Third Indo-Pakistani War and Independence of Bangladesh from Pakistan

1991: Liberalization of the Indian economy.

1999: Kargil War, Ended with Indian victory.

KEYWORDS: Humanitarian crisis, Geopolitical considerations, Strategic interests, Regional stability, The Liberation
War of 1971, Operation Meghdoot, Operation Vijay, Lahore Declaration, Operation Gibraltor.

INDIA'S ECONOMIC ASCENDANCE

India has emerged as the world's fifth-largest economy by nominal GDP, markingits status as a major player
in the global economy.

This is demonstrated by its growth in sectors such as information technology and manufacturing.

Moreover, India boasts the third-largest startup ecosystem in the world, contributing to significant innovation
and job creation.

An example of this is the rise of tech companies such as Flipkart and Paytm, which have made a global impact
in the e-commerce and digital payment sectors respectively.

These developments have played a key role in India's socio-economic transformation and its rising global influence.

VIKSIT BHARAT VISION: “VIKSIT BHARAT HAS TO BE BUILT ONLY THROUGH SABKA PRAYAS”
The Prime Minister of Indialaunched vision ‘Viksit Bharat @2047: Voice of Youth'. He said:

“This isthe period in the history of India when the country is going to take a quantum leap”;

“For India, thisis the time, right time (Yahi Samay hai, Sahi Samay hai)”.

[temphasized the need to create an Amrit generation which keeps the national interest paramount. The need togo
beyond education and skills and called for alertness for the national interest and civic sense among the citizens.
“When citizens, in whatever role, start doing their duty, the country moves forward”.



o [t focuses on the preservation of natural resources through water conservation, saving electricity, using fewer
chemicalsin farmingand using public transport.

o The focus of the educationist fraternity is to suggest ways of giving new energy to Swachhta Abhiyan, combating
lifestyle issues and exploration of the world beyond mobile phones by the youth. They are role models for the
students. This social thinking is reflected in the governance too and asked the gathering to see that degree holders
should have at least one vocational skill.

CONCLUSION
Viksit Bharat @204 7 is the vision to make India a developed nation by 2047, the 100th year ofindependence. The vision
encompasses various aspects of development, including economic growth, social progress, environmental
sustainability, and good governance. The post-independence era in the Indian subcontinent witnessed profound
political, economic, and social changes. The partition of India and the birth of India, Pakistan, and later Bangladesh
shaped the region's destiny. Despite challenges such as communal violence, political instability, and economic
disparities, the subcontinent has made remarkable progress.

KEYWORDS: Viksit Bharat, Sabka Prayas, Amrit Generation, humanitarian crisis, geopolitical considerations,
strategicinterests, regional stability.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS
1. | Analyze the circumstances thatled to the Tashkent Agreementin 1966. Discuss the highlights 2013
of the agreement. (200 words, 10 marks)

2. | Critically examine the compulsions which prompted India to play a decisive role in the 2013

emergence of Bangladesh. (200 words, 10 marks)




Diagnosis of candidates based
on background, level of
preparation and task
completed.

Customized solution based on
Diagnosis.

Oneto One Mentorship.
Personalized schedule
planning.

Regular Progress tracking.

One to One classes for Needed
subjects along with online
access of all the subjects.

Topic wise Notes Making
sessions.

One Pager (1 Topic 1 page)
Notes session.

PYQ (Previous year questions)
Drafting session.

Thematic charts Making
session.

Answer-writing Guidance
Program.

MOCK Test with
comprehensive & swift

assessment & feedback.

THE COACH
1: 1 MENTORSHIP BEYOND THE CLASSES

Ashutosh Srivastava

(B.E., MBA, Gold Medalist)
Mentored 250+ Successful Aspirants
over a period of 12+ years for Civil
Services & Judicial Services Exams
at both the Centre and state levels.

COACK UPIEY

=X

Manish Shukla
Meantored 100+ Successful
Aspirants over a period of 5+
years for Civil Services Exams at
both the Centre and state levels



SATEESH PATEL
UPSC RANK - 163

’ i J] .I
UTKARSHA NISHAD e
UPSC RANK - 18 SURABH! DWIVEDI
UPSC RANK - 65

P !
SATWIK SRIVASTAVA DEEPAK SINGH
SDM RANK-3 SDM RANK-20

S : N

1 Gy =i 3
L e e,

SHIPRA SAXENA
GIC PRINCIPAL (PCS-2021)

~ .
=3 s

SUNIL KUMAR
MAGISTRATE (PCS-2021)

SALTANAT PARWEEN KM. NEHA
SDM (PCS-2022) SUB REGISTRAR (PCS-2021)

E " o

DIET [PCS-2020) S\BARCANE [FES-036] CTD (PCS-2018) DIET (PCS-2018)

‘

b,

AFTAB ALAM
PCS OFFICER

D 22623, PURNIYA CHAURAHA, NEAR MAHALAXMI SWEET HOUSE, SECTOR H, SECTOR E,

YOU CAN BE THE NEXT....

ASHUTOSH TIWARI Cﬂhﬂgﬁihslt-‘;:a::hﬂﬁ
SDM (PCS-2022) Roll fo» 301349

8009803231 / 8354021661

ALIGANJ, LUCKNOW, UTTAR PRADESH 226024

MRP:- 3120




